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Ninth Sunday after Pentecost: July 26, 2026

Prelude

Gathering

Confession and Forgiveness

Please stand as you are able. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign
that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

P:

C:
P:

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose compassion endures
forever.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Please kneel or sit as you are able. Silence is kept for reflection.

P:
C:

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we can-
not free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is
easy and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace.
In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying
heavy burdens, and | will give you rest.” In the name of God, Fa-
ther, + Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s
love.

Amen.



Please stand as you are able.

Entrance Hymn #718 (blue hymnal) vv. 1-3
“Gather Us In”

Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the com-
munion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C:  Andalso with you.
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Prayer of the Day

P:  The Lord be with you.
C:  Andalso with you.

P: Let us pray.

Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of
your Son you bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By
your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may treasure the life that
comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.
The Word

Blessing of the Lector
P: Let us pray.

God Almighty, we ask your blessing upon Linda as she reads to us
the scriptures. May the words of her mouth and the meditations of
our hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, our rock and our re-

deemer.

C: Amen.

Please be seated.

First Reading: 1 Kings 3:5-12

>At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God
said, “Ask what | should give you.” ®*And Solomon said, “You have shown
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great and steadfast love to your servant my father David because he
walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of
heart toward you, and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love
and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. "And now, O Lord my
God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David, alt-
hough | am only a little child; | do not know how to go out or come in.
8And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a
great people so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. °Give
your servant, therefore, an understanding mind to govern your people,
able to discern between good and evil, for who can govern this great peo-
ple of yours?”

191t pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. ! God said to him,
“Because you have asked this and have not asked for yourself long life or
riches or for the life of your enemies but have asked for yourself under-
standing to discern what is right, **| now do according to your word. In-
deed, | give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been be-
fore you, and no one like you shall arise after you.”

The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Psalmody: Hymn #480 (green hymnal)
“Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways”

Second Reading: Romans 8:26-39

%6The Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as
we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with groanings too deep for



words. 2’ And God, who searches hearts, knows what is the mind of the
Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of
God.

2We know that all things work together for good for those who love
God, who are called according to his purpose. ?° For those whom he fore-
knew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in or-
der that he might be the firstborn within a large family. **And those whom
he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified,
and those whom he justified he also glorified.

31What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is
against us? *He who did not withhold his own Son but gave him up for all
of us, how will he not with him also give us everything else? **Who will
bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. **Who is to
condemn? It is Christ who died, or rather, who was raised, who is also at
the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. **Who will separate us
from the love of Christ? Will affliction or distress or persecution or famine
or nakedness or peril or sword? *®As it is written,

“For your sake we are being killed all day long;

we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”

3No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him who
loved us. *®For | am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, **nor height,
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.



Please stand as you are able.

Gospel Acclamation WOV Setting 5
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Gospel: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

P:
C:

Glory to you, O Lord.

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 13th chapter.

31 Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is
like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field; *?it is the
smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs
and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its

branches.”

3 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast
that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it

was leavened.”

*“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man
found and reburied; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and
buys that field.



*“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine
pearls; *on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he
had and bought it.

*“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the
sea and caught fish of every kind; ®*when it was full, they drew it ashore,
sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. *° So it will
be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil
from the righteous *°and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

*1“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” *>And he said
to them, “Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple in the king-
dom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his
treasure what is new and what is old.”

P:  The Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.

Children’s Sermon
Sermon

Silence for reflection and meditation.

Hymn of the Day #776 (blue hymnal)
“Be Thou My Vision”

Please stand as you are able.
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The Apostles’ Creed

A: Let us confess our common faith with all Christians throughout time
and place, using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

A: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all
people according to their needs.

After each petition:

A: Lord, in your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.

After the last petition:

A: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trust-
ing in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C:  Amen.

The Peace

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C:  Andalso withyou.

The ministers and congregation may greet one another in the name of
the Lord.

Invitation to Offering

A:  Jesus tells us this morning, “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure
hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in
his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field” (Mt. 13:44).
Let us give what we have in joy so that God’s kingdom may rule our
hearts.
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Presentation of the Gifts
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Offertory Prayer

A: Let us pray.

C:  Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us
take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all crea-
tion can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen.
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The Meal
Dialogue and Preface

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Itis right to give our thanks and pra
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places offer thanks and praise to you

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

ise.

Itis indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all

, O Lord, holy Father, through

Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlast-
ing life. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Sanctus
n

WOV Setting 5
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Great Thanksgiving

P:

The
P:

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance
of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the re-
membrance of me.

Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,

ha

llowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth asitis in heaven.
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Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
P:

Please be seated.

Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

Agnus Dei WOV Setting 5
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Communion

P:  The Body of Christ, broken for you.
The Blood of Christ, shed for you.

Those who wish to commune at the altar rail may either bring forward
their individual Communion kit, or receive the wafer and wine/grape juice
by intinction (dipping) from the Communion Ministers, when they are di-
rected forward by the usher. Those who wish to commune in their seat
with their individual Communion kit may remain seated. Children may
come forward with their family for a blessing.

Communion Hymn #704 (blue hymnal)

“Father, We Thank You”

Communion Hymn #219 (green hymnal)

“Come with Us, O Blessed Jesus”

Table Blessing

P:  Thebody and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace.

C: Amen.

15



Post-Communion Canticle WOV Setting 5
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Post-Communion Prayer
A: Let us pray.

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts
are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we,
through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have
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shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit
nourishing us now and forever.

C: Amen.
Sending
Announcements for God’s Mission in the World

Please stand as you are able.

Blessing

P: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, + one God, bless, heal, and hold you
today and always.

C: Amen.

Closing Hymn #552 (green hymnal)

“In Thee Is Gladness”

Dismissal
A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude
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Worship Leaders

The Rev. Emily Beckering, Pastor
Kris Keith, Music Director

Kate Wollenburg, Organist
Edward Bardes, Assisting Minister
Linda Miller, Reader

Chet Laine, Livestreamer
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Upcoming Events
Sunday, July 26: 9 Pentecost Sunday, August 2: 10 Pentecost

10:30 am Worship Service 10:30 am Worship Service
After worship: Quarterly Congregational  After worship: Evangelism Committee

Meeting and Potluck
ng ) Tuesday, August 4

T 2
uesday, July 28 11 am Bible Study

11 Bible Stud
am Bible Stuay Saturday, August 8

8 am St. Paul Clean-Up Day

Copyright Notices

Gather Us In: Text and music by Marty Haugen © 1982 GIA Publications Inc., 7404 S. Mason
Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

Father, We Thank You: Tr. by F. Bland Tucker © 1940, 1943 The Church Pension Fund; ren.
1971, rev. 1985.

In Thee Is Gladness: Setting © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission.

Music and liturgy used by permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726103, CCLI Licenses
#21045423 and #21045416, and Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS010308. All
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