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Reformation Sunday: October 26, 2025 

Stewardship Celebration Sunday  

Prelude: “Thy Word is a Lamp Unto My Feet” 

Gathering 

Brief Order for Confession and Forgiveness 

Please stand as you are able. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign 
that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our maker, our helper, and 
our keeper. 

C: Amen. 

P: Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of 
God and of one another. 

Please kneel or sit as you are able. Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Merciful and loving God,  

C: we are your stiff-necked people. We trample on the needy. We 
grumble about your grace to others. We turn away from the poor. 
Have mercy on us and forgive our sins. Rejoice over us as ones 
who were lost and have been found. Amen. 
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P: Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ 
came into the world to save sinners. You who were lost have been 
found. In the name of ☩ Jesus, your sins are forgiven! 

C: Amen. 

Please stand as you are able. 

Entrance Anthem and Hymn 

“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God - God is Our Refuge and Strength” 

Leader: 
God is our refuge and strength,  
a very present help in times of trouble. 
And though the earth should change  
and the mountains fall into the sea, we will not fear,  
for God is our refuge and strength. 

 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God.  
A holy city, a place for the most High God. 
Though the nations rage, though the kingdoms fall,  
God shall not be moved, the wars of earth shall cease. 
“Be still and know that I am God.” 

 God is our refuge and strength,  
a very present help in times of trouble. 
And though the earth should change  
and the mountains fall into the sea, we will not fear,  
for God is our refuge and strength. 
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All: 

 
Leader: 

God is our refuge and strength! 

Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the com-
munion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

1 A mighty fortress is our God, 
a bulwark never failing; 
our helper he amid the flood 
of mortal ills prevailing: 
for still our ancient foe 
doth seek to work us woe; 
his craft and power are great, 
and, armed with cruel hate, 
on earth is not his equal. 

2 Did we in our own strength confide 
our striving would be losing; 
were not the right man on our side, 
the man of God’s own choosing. 
Dost ask who that may be? 
Christ Jesus, it is he; 
Lord Sabaoth his name, 
from age to age the same, 
and he must win the battle. 

3 And though this world,  
with devils filled, 
should threaten to undo us, 
we will not fear,  
for God hath willed 
his truth to triumph through us. 
The prince of darkness grim, 
we tremble not for him; 
his rage we can endure, 
for lo! his doom is sure, 
one little word shall fell him. 

4 That word above all earthly pow’rs, 
no thanks to them, abideth; 
the Spirit and the gifts are ours 
through him who with us sideth. 
Let goods and kindred go, 
this mortal life also; 
the body they may kill: 
God’s truth abideth still, 
his kingdom is forever. 
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Prayer of the Day LBW Setting 1 

 
P: Let us pray. 

 Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit re-
news the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your 
faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and 
comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of 
the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

The Word 

Blessing of the Lector 

P: Let us pray. 

 Bless Edward, O Lord, as he reads to us the scriptures. As rain and 
snow come down from heaven and do not return until the earth is 
watered, let your word not return empty, but accomplish your pur-
pose and succeed in that for which it was sent; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
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Please be seated. 

First Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34 
31 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new cov-
enant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like 
the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the 
hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, 
though I was their husband, says the Lord. 33 But this is the covenant that 
I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will 
put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts, and I will be 
their God, and they shall be my people. 34 No longer shall they teach one 
another or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, 
from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord, for I will forgive their 
iniquity and remember their sin no more. 

 The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

Second Reading: Romans 3:19-28  
19 Now we know that, whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are 
under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world 
may be held accountable to God. 20 For no human will be justified before 
him by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the 
knowledge of sin. 
  21 But now, apart from the law, the righteousness of God has been dis-
closed and is attested by the Law and the Prophets, 22 the righteousness 
of God through the faith of Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no 
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distinction, 23 since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 
24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atone-
ment by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to demonstrate his 
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the 
sins previously committed; 26 it was to demonstrate at the present time 
his own righteousness, so that he is righteous and he justifies the one 
who has the faith of Jesus. 
  27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. Through what kind of 
law? That of works? No, rather through the law of faith. 28 For we hold that 
a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law. 

 The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

Please stand as you are able. 

Gospel Acclamation: Hymn #230 (green hymnal) vv. 1-2 

“Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” 

Gospel: John 8:31-36 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 8th chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
31 Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my 
word, you are truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the 
truth will make you free.” 33 They answered him, “We are descendants of 
Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by 
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saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 
  34 Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits 
sin is a slave to sin. 35 The slave does not have a permanent place in the 
household; the son has a place there forever. 36 So if the Son makes you 
free, you will be free indeed.” 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Please be seated. 

Children’s Sermon 

Sermon 

Silence for reflection and meditation. 

Hymn of the Day #297 (green hymnal) vv. 1, 4-5 

“Salvation unto Us Has Come” 

Please stand as you are able. 

The Apostles’ Creed 

A: Let us confess our common faith with all Christians throughout 
time and place, using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
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 and born of the virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended into hell. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Celebration Sunday: Stewardship Appeal Result Announcement  

Special Music 

“Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Order of Blessing and Dedication of St. Paul’s Allen Organ 

P: Friends in Christ: Today we give thanks to God for our Allen Organ 
and for the members of the Organ Committee for their service. We 
seek God’s blessing as we dedicate our new Allen Organ to the 
praise and glory of God. 
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P: United with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed 
with the gift of the Holy Spirit, we are invited to join in God’s mis-
sion for the life of the world. We are called to fulfill that mission in 
our daily lives through our service. Would those who served on the 
Organ Committee or helped with our new organ’s acquisition and 
installation please stand? 

 Let us pray. 

 Gracious God, we thank you for the work and witness of your serv-
ants, who have enriched this congregation and generously shared 
their gifts with us in the spirit of love. Now bless and preserve them 
at this time of transition. Day by day, guide them and give them 
what is needed, joy to cheer their way, and a clear vision of that to 
which you are now calling them through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

P: A reading from Psalm 150: 
1 Praise the Lord! 
Praise God in his sanctuary; 
 praise him in his mighty firmament!  
2 Praise him for his mighty deeds; 
 praise him according to his surpassing greatness! 
3 Praise him with trumpet sound; 
 praise him with lute and harp! 
4 Praise him with tambourine and dance; 
 praise him with strings and pipe! 
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5 Praise him with clanging cymbals; 
 praise him with loud clashing cymbals! 
6 Let everything that breathes praise the Lord! 
Praise the Lord! 

 Surely, we will praise our Lord with our new organ and with our 
voices raised in thanksgiving to God.  

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray. 

 Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. You made 
the whole earth for your glory; all creation praises you. We lift our 
voices to join the songs of heaven and earth, of things seen and un-
seen. You stretched out the heavens like a tent; you divided the day 
from the night; you appointed times and seasons for work and rest, 
for tearing down and building up. You blessed your people through 
all generations and guided them in life and death: Abraham and 
Sarah; Moses and Miriam; Isaiah and all the prophets; Mary, mother 
of our Lord; Peter, James, John, and all the apostles; and all the 
saints and witnesses in your church of ages past, in whom your 
Spirit spoke and moved. 

 We give you thanks, O God, as we dedicate this organ to your glory 
and praise. Bless this instrument and those who play it, that all 
who worship here and remotely might be drawn more deeply  into 
relationship with you by witnessing to your enduring love for and 
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presence with us. Grant us faith to know your gracious purpose in 
all things, give us joy in them, and lead us to the building up of 
your kingdom; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 

A: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all 
people according to their needs. 

After each petition: 

A: Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

After the last petition: 

A: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trust-
ing in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

The Peace 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

The ministers and congregation may greet one another in the name of the 
Lord. 
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Invitation to Offering 

A: Since God has forgiven our iniquity and remembers our sin no 
more, we respond to his mercy with our offering so that through 
this congregation, all may know the Lord, “from the least of them 
to the greatest, says the Lord.” (Jeremiah 31:34)  

Offertory: Hymn #406 (green hymnal) vv. 1, 2, 4 

“Take My Life, That I May Be” 

Offertory Prayer 

A: Let us pray. 

C: Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have 
given to us. Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of 
riches, but on you, who richly provides for us. Multiply what we 
have gathered to bless all who are suffering and in need, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Meal 

Dialogue LBW Setting 1 

 

P: It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through 
Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlast-
ing life. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Sanctus LBW Setting 1 

 

Thanksgiving at the Table 

P: Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy and 
eternal your reign. You have filled all creation with light and life; 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Through Abraham you 
promised to bless all nations. You rescued Israel, your chosen peo-
ple. Through the prophets you renewed your promise; and, at this 
end of all the ages, you sent your Son, who in words and deeds 
proclaimed your kingdom and was obedient to your will, even to 
giving his life. 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 
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and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remem-
brance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all 
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for 
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the re-
membrance of me. 

 For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we pro-
claim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

P: Therefore, gracious Father, with this bread and cup we remember 
the life our Lord offered for us. And, believing the witness of his res-
urrection, we await his coming in power to share with us the great 
and promised feast. 

C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

P: Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, the spirit of our Lord and of 
his resurrection, that we who receive the Lord’s body and blood 
may live to the praise of your glory and receive our inheritance 
with all your saints in light. 

C: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

P: Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and eve-
ry place, and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great 
high priest until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
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Invitation to Communion 

P: Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them.  
Come to this meal of mercy. 

Please be seated. 

Agnus Dei LBW Setting 1 

 
Communion 

P: The Body of Christ, broken for you. 
 The Blood of Christ, shed for you. 

Those who wish to commune at the altar rail may either bring forward 
their individual Communion kit, or receive the wafer and wine/grape juice 
by intinction (dipping) from the Communion Ministers, when they are di-
rected forward by the usher. Those who wish to commune in their seat 
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with their individual Communion kit may remain seated. Children may 
come forward with their family for a blessing. 

Music during Communion 

“Behold the Lamb (Communion Hymn)” Keith & Kristyn Getty 

Table Blessing 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace. 

C: Amen. 

Post-Communion Prayer 

A: Let us pray. 

 O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed 
us to be your servants. Send us to do good and to share our pos-
sessions with all in need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

C: Amen. 

Sending 

Announcements for God’s Mission in the World 

Please stand as you are able. 
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Worship Leaders 

The Rev. Emily Beckering, Pastor 
Kris Keith, Music Director 
Kate Wollenburg, Organist 
Chet Laine, Assisting Minister 
Edward Bardes, Reader 
Carroll Mayhugh, Livestreamer 

Special Music 

Carolyn Koehl and Addy Kruse, Vocalists 
Brian Stevens, Trombone 
Calvin Fackrell, Trumpet 

Blessing LBW Setting 1 

 

Closing Hymn #233 (green hymnal) vv. 1, 3, 5 

“Thy Strong Word” 

Dismissal 

A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

Postlude: “Built on the Rock the Church Doth Stand” 
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Sunday, Oct. 26: Reformation Sun-
day 

10:30 am Worship Service with Organ 
Dedication & Stewardship Cam-
paign Celebration 

11:30 am Quarterly Congregational 
Meeting 

12 pm Reformation Potluck Lunch 

Tuesday, Oct. 28 

11 am Bible Study 

Sunday, Nov. 2: All Saints Sunday 

10:30 am Worship Service  
11:45 am Carillon Memorial Concert 
12 pm Evangelism Committee 

Tuesday, Nov. 4 

11 am Bible Study 

Upcoming Events 


