
The Epistle 
A New Mission and Vision 
for a New Season at St. Paul’s 

God has been 
working 
through the 
people of St. 
Paul’s for God’s 
mission in the 
world for 170 
years as of this 
year! God is 
good!  

Our current mission statement was adopted in 2002, and 
you have lived it well! For the past 20 years, you have been 
“A community of believers called by God to use our gifts in 
the congregation and community so that others may know 
Him.”  

At this historic moment in our congregation, the Church 
Council has been hard at work discerning what God is up to 
in our midst, what God’s preferred future for our congrega-
tion and surrounding community might be, and how we can 
participate in God’s work in the world in the unique ways in 
which God has equipped the people of St. Paul’s.  

After a year-long process involving our Council and congre-
gation committees, we would like to propose the adoption 
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VALLEY  
INTERFAITH  
DONATION ITEM 
OF THE MONTH 

The donation items 
for Valley Interfaith 
Community Re-
source Center this 

month are tooth-
paste and tooth-
brushes. 

Cold-weather 
clothing update: 
By Kathy Hirt’s 
count we have col-
lected 1 shirt,  
7 pairs pajamas,  
14 pairs socks, 29 
coats, 14 scarves, 
58 pair gloves, 24 
hats, and 5 pair ear-
muffs through the 
Mitten Tree since 
early December! 
Thank you for your 
generosity, and 
thanks to Kathy for 
collecting and de-
livering the items! 

At this historic moment in our congregation, the Church Council has 
been hard at work discerning what God is up to in our midst. 

plan which is proposed to equip us to live into the mission 
and vision statement, I and several members of Church 
Council will be hosting a round-table discussion this month. 
Please plan to attend Sunday, January 23 after worship, ei-
ther in person or via Zoom (Zoom invitation is on p. 3) imme-
diately following worship. There will be light snacks for 
those who come in person in the fellowship hall.  

Additionally, be on the lookout for a letter outlining this mis-
sion and vision plan in greater detail.  

Council is excited to share this mission and vision that we 
have discerned through the moving of the Holy Spirit 
through this people and place. We hope that these conversa-
tions fill you with excitement about God’s preferred future 
for this congregation and the ministry to which God has 
called us.  

Joyfully in Christ,  
Pastor Emily Beckering 

A New Mission and Vision  
for a New Season at St. Paul’s 

of a new mission and vision statement at our Annual Meet-
ing on January 31, 2022.  

MISSION STATEMENT: Growing a Christian community 
where each is valued, accepted, and loved.  

VISION STATEMENT: A community where each person feels 
valued, accepted, and loved by Jesus as part of God’s family. 

To provide opportunities to discuss and process the pro-
posed mission and vision statement as well as the strategic 
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2 



Zoom Meeting Details for Jan. 23 

CONSECRATION OF MATTHEW PETERSEN 

The Holy Spirit calls leaders to 
equip the whole church on earth 
for ministry. There is an oppor-
tunity for us to rejoice in the 
Spirit’s work this month. You are 
invited to attend either virtually 
or in-person the Consecration of 

Matthew Petersen as Deacon. You may have had the chance 
to meet Matthew in the last few months before or after wor-
ship. Matthew is called as a Deacon to the ministry of Word 
and Service. Those called to the ministry of word and service 
speak God’s word to God’s world, and in turn they speak al-
so for the needs of God’s world to the church; they give lead-
ership in the church’s mission to witness to God’s love 
through both words and actions. At his consecration, Mat-
thew will be affirmed by his diaconate and by the greater 
church in this calling. The consecration will be held at 4 pm 
on Sunday, January 16, 2022 and will also be livestreamed.  

ANNUAL  
MEETING—
SUNDAY, JAN. 30, 
2022 

Please plan to at-
tend in person or 
virtually our Annual 
Meeting following 
worship on Janu-
ary 30. We will dis-
cuss financials as 
well as vote on the 
proposed Mission 
and Vision State-
ments for our Con-
gregation. This will 
be a joyous conver-
sation you won’t 
want to miss! For 
more information 
on the meeting, 
look on pages 4 
and 6 of this issue 
of the Epistle. An 
email will be sent 
the week of Janu-
ary 24 with the 
Agenda, Financial 
Report, and Strate-
gic Plan.  
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Celebrating the Spirit’s Calling 

Below is the Zoom invitation for the Jan. 23 round-table dis-
cussion of the proposed new mission and vision statements. 

SCHEDULED ZOOM MEETING 

Topic: Mission and Vision/Strategic Plan  
Round Table Discussion 

Time: Jan 23, 2022, 12:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

Meeting Link 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81375870869?
pwd=aXo0RXRaMG9GaWkzdmVaWHdtYmFnQT09 

Meeting ID: 813 7587 0869 

Passcode: 837295 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81375870869?pwd=aXo0RXRaMG9GaWkzdmVaWHdtYmFnQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81375870869?pwd=aXo0RXRaMG9GaWkzdmVaWHdtYmFnQT09
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Guidelines for Attending the Annual Meeting Remotely 

1. Login time. Login will be available 
starting at 11:30 am, Sunday, Jan. 30. 

2. Signing in and out. Members shall 
identify themselves as required to 
sign into the Internet meeting service 
and shall maintain Internet and audio 
access throughout the meeting when-
ever present, but shall sign out in the 
chat room upon any departure before 
adjournment. After signing in the 
member shall mute the connection 
and only unmute when recognized. 
The Recording Secretary will log all 
connections and disconnections vali-
dating that the person(s) joining are 
voting members of the congregation. 
This log will become part of the offi-
cial record of the meeting (minutes). 

3. Technical requirements and mal-
functions. Each member is responsi-
ble for his or her audio and Internet 
connections; no action shall be invali-
dated on the grounds that the loss of, 
or poor quality of, a member’s individ-
ual connection prevented participa-
tion in the meeting.  

4. Forced disconnections. The Chair 
may cause or direct the disconnection 
or muting of a member’s connection if 
it is causing undue interference with 
the meeting. The Chair’s decision to 
do so, which is subject to an undebat-
able appeal that can be made by any 
member, shall be announced during 
the meeting and recorded in the 
minutes. 

5. Assignment of the floor. To seek 
recognition by the Chair, a member 
shall request recognition via the chat 
room. The member shall include his 
or her name and the reason they re-
quest recognition. The Meeting Coor-
dinator shall monitor the chat room 
and relay recognition requests to the 
Chair in the order received. 

6. Interrupting a member. A member 
who intends to make a motion or re-
quest that under the rules may inter-
rupt a speaker shall use the chat room 
for so indicating and shall thereafter 
wait a reasonable time for the Chair’s 
instructions before attempting to in-
terrupt the speaker by voice.  

7. Motions submitted in writing. A 
member intending to make a motion, 
to offer an amendment shall, before 
or after being recognized, post the 
motion in writing to meet-
ings@stpaulreading.org, the subject 
line shall include the member’s name 
and subject of the motion or amend-
ment. The Meeting Coordinator shall 
share the contents of the motion or 
amendment to the screen when re-
quested by the Chair. 

8. Voting. For votes not requiring a writ-
ten ballot, members shall vote by 
voice (in-person only), using the chat 
room or the “raise hand” feature, at 
the discretion of the Chair. For a voice, 
chat room, or count of hands vote the 
Chair shall determine the outcome or 

(Continued on page 6) 
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4 Erin Detzen 

10  Rick Hedges 

14 Michelle Flege Hollon 

18 Jeff Ford, Chris Geiger 

21  Sherry Bronner,  
Janet King 

23 Kathryn Keith, Ali Truax 

24 Christian Lohmeier 

28 Mathea Harbaugh 

29  Chandler Clemmons 

30  Jamie Hirt, Robyn Reed 

COUNCIL  
CORNER—WHAT 
EXCITES LEAD-
ERSHIP THIS 
MONTH 

When asked after 
December’s council 
meeting what God 
is up to in this place, 
these were some of 
Council members’ 
responses:  

• The return of 
Greeters on 
Sunday morn-
ings!  

• The organ task 
force beginning 
this month [to 
evaluate and 
care for our in-
strument and 
God’s future di-
rection for it].  

• The introduc-
tion of the new 
mission, vision, 
and strategic 
plan to the con-
gregation! 
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Celebrations in January 

FAITH AND FILM FRIDAYS @ 7PM 

To grow in faith and discipleship this month, in addition to 
Thursday morning Bible studies on upcoming Sunday Scrip-
ture passages, we will also offer an opportunity to watch the 
television series The Chosen and discuss its content in com-
munity. The Chosen is a multi-season series about the life of 
Christ; it features stories from the gospels, but artistically ex-
pands the storytelling by imagining how Jesus was experi-
enced by those he taught and healed. Though not all aspects 
of the stories are scripturally verifiable, the series creates op-
portunity for discussion. Friday nights, beginning Jan. 28, @ 
7pm. Popcorn provided! 

For those who are unable to attend in person, you can 
download the free The Chosen App, or watch it online and 
Zoom-in for discussion using the Bible Study Zoom infor-
mation below.  

Topic: Bible Study/The Chosen Series 

Time: Fridays @ 7 pm  

Zoom Meeting Link 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85812934086?
pwd=engxL0xEUktFUW9YRmh0d2l2Vzg5dz09 

Meeting ID: 858 1293 4086 

Passcode: 838917 

Adult Christian Education 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85812934086?pwd=engxL0xEUktFUW9YRmh0d2l2Vzg5dz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85812934086?pwd=engxL0xEUktFUW9YRmh0d2l2Vzg5dz09
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the need for a roll call. The count shall 
be maintained by the Recording Sec-
retary. 

9. Roll Call Votes. For votes requiring a 
roll call the Recording Secretary shall 
call the roll of all the members pre-
sent and tally the results.  

10. Written or secret ballot. For votes re-
quiring a written or secret ballot, the 
President will announce the deadline 
for submission during the meeting. 
members may vote as follows:  

a. Members present in-person will be 
provided with a ballot and may fill 
it in and submit it immediately or 
return it as directed by the chair. 
Members present via Zoom may 
mail in their ballot to the church 
office by the date specified by the 
chair during the meeting. 

b. Completed ballots must include 
the printed and signed name of the 

voting member and/or the mem-
ber’s giving envelope number. 
Electronic ballots must include 
member’s name and a valid email 
address for confirmation, this will 
suffice as the confirming signature. 
Any ballots not properly signed will 
not be counted. 

c. For the Quarterly meeting, only 
ballots from members listed as 
present in-person or online for the 
meeting will be counted. Absentee 
ballots, i.e., ballots from members 
not present, are only allowed for 
election of Church Council and will 
only be counted for election of 
Church Council. 

11. Adjournment. The Chair shall enter-
tain a motion to adjourn when re-
quested. The motion must be second-
ed and voted on by the hand raise 
method in person or online, the Meet-
ing Coordinator shall report to the 
Chair the count. 

(Continued from page 4) 

Guidelines for Attending the Annual Meeting Remotely 

Topic: Annual Congregational Meeting 

Time: Jan 30, 2022 11:30 AM Eastern Time 
(US and Canada) 

Zoom Meeting Link 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85821298355?
pwd=R3NTTTdONjVjZHBhRm05SjhEckV5Z
z09 

Meeting ID: 858 2129 8355 

Passcode: 189355 

Join by touch-tone phone by dialing one of 
the below numbers and entering the Meet-
ing ID and passcode when prompted: 

        312-626-6799 US (Chicago) 

        646-558-8656 US (New York) 

Zoom Invitation for Jan. 30 Annual Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85821298355?pwd=R3NTTTdONjVjZHBhRm05SjhEckV5Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85821298355?pwd=R3NTTTdONjVjZHBhRm05SjhEckV5Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85821298355?pwd=R3NTTTdONjVjZHBhRm05SjhEckV5Zz09
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Bell Choir Resumes Jan. 19; Vocal Choir Postponed 

The desire within the congregation to resume vocal choir is palpable. We all seem to 
be feeling the need to come together again in song and to sing praises together. Re-
cently, I mentioned my willingness to a few folks to begin choir rehearsals with the 
goal of singing around Easter this year. The unanticipated rise of Omicron, however, 
has made me reconsider this as a viable option—for the time being.  

Kate and I share wholeheartedly the congregation’s interest and look forward to the 
time when we can safely return to “normal” choir rehearsals. I regret that we must 
continue to postpone the meeting of this ensemble, but I believe it is better to err on 
the side of caution. 

Bell choir will begin again on January 19 and continue as it has in the past. 

Please let me know if you are interested in singing and participating as a hymn leader 
or instrumentalist. We will do our best to include as many as possible while being 
safe and following Church Council’s recommendations. 

Our family wishes you and yours a happy and healthy 2022. 

Yours in Christ, 
Kris Keith 

Music Director  

What masks do we all wear? Some are ap-
propriate—we don’t have to emote all 
over everyone all the time. It’s good to 
have boundaries—some are needed for 
safety. But none of these is who we truly 
are, and all of these take energy. 

As we have been returning to in-person 
worship and once again celebrating com-
munion, I’ve witnessed a beautiful phe-
nomenon. When people come forward to 
receive the host, they momentarily re-
move their masks. One by one, in the face 
of our Lord’s body, they reveal them-
selves and are revealed. Their faces ap-

pear. No mask. No covering. No defense. 
No need for defense. For that instant they 
no longer carry the burden of wearing the 
mask of their demographic, heritage or 
ethnicity. They are no longer called upon 
to be stoic. 

At that moment they realize on earth 
what we shall know in heaven—God sees 
us. God loves us. In God we find our true 
selves. We find rest. 

For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then 
we will see face to face. Now I know only in 
part; then I will know fully, even as I have 
been fully known (1 Corinthians 13:12). 

Bishop Elizabeth A. Eaton 

(Continued from page 9) 

From the Presiding Bishop: “What Masks Do We All Wear?” 



For emergency pastoral care, please call the after-
hours line at 513-760-5884. 

If you have requests for the Prayer Chain, or to re-
move a person from the list, please contact the of-
fice at 513-821-0987 or mail@stpaulreading.org. 

We pray for Armstrong family (friends of Hubers); 
Samantha Asbrock (Marie Calhoun’s friend); Berke-
ley (Carol Curless’s great-grandson); Jeannie Allen 
(Faith Pirrmann’s friend); Pr. Lisa Bernheisel; Louise 
Barry; Teresa Bell (former member); Chrissi Bergt 
(Kate Wollenburg’s cousin); Stephen Black (Kim 
Coulehan’s nephew); Bobby (Christian Lohmeier’s 
friend); Brett (Kings’ step-nephew); Nicole Bucknam 
(friend of Millers); Jodie Calhoun; Kay Callahan 
(Linda Miller’s friend); John Cathcart; Christian; 
Sandy Cordes; Kathy Curless; Doug Dahlien 
(Harbaughs’ nephew); Katie Demopoulos (Diana 
Hawkins’s niece); Jeremy Doan (Jean Winkle’s grand-
son); Lee and Jane Erbeck; Nancy Erbeck; Larry 
Faulkner (Freda’s son); Justin Feldman (Bess Stur-
gill’s father); Cindy Flege; Lee Frank (Barbara Moor-
house’s niece’s husband); Jeanne Fuller; Scarlett 
Gally (Beth Wernery’s great-niece); Clara Garcia 
(Cindy Mayhugh’s sister); Nathaniel Gibson (Les Eck-
erle’s step-nephew); Steve Gollehon (Elinor Schie-
man’s cousin); Don Grau; Jim Hammerling 
(Portmanns’ son-in-law); Hannah; Sandy Hatcher 
(Linda Holt’s sister); Elain Heskamp; Andrew Hor-
ton; Steve Huitger and family (Nick’s father); Ellen 
Hunter (Jeni Cathcart’s grandmother); Jo and her 
daughter (Jeanne Fuller’s friends); Joan (Penny Hu-
ber’s friend); Kate (granddaughter of Dennis King’s 
friend); Ken Keith (Kris Keith’s dad); Chelsea King; 
Dennis King; Janet King; Earl (Buddy) King 
(Dennis’s brother); Loretta Kombrink (Marilyn Port-
mann’s aunt); Tom and Mike Kozee and family 
(friends of Faith Pirrmann); Chet Laine; Lewis Laine 
(Chet Laine’s brother); Kelsee Lainhart (friend of 
Kings); Nelson Langefeld; Eli Liffick; Ruth Lohmei-
er; Yvonne Lowery (St. Paul Players); Carroll May-
hugh Sr. (Carroll Mayhugh’s father); Cindy Mayhugh; 
Jennifer Mayhugh & family (Mayhughs’ niece-in-
law); Samantha Mersch (Mayhughs’ daughter, Sarah 
Papin’s sister); Jack Miller (Becky Betsch’s uncle); 
Mary Mills (St. Paul Players); Jessica Mink (Donald 
Harris’s cousin); Barbara Moorhouse; Jean Nolte; 
Ervin, Carol, Jim, and Jeannie Oerther (Portmanns’ 
sister and family); Ann Ohr (Barbara Moorhouse’s 
cousin); Richard Osborn (Betty Pack’s brother); Ro-

sie Osborn (Betty Pack’s sister); Tom Pack (Betty 
Pack’s son); Eric Papin; Christian & Suzie Pereira 
(Carolyn Koehl’s granddaughter & grandson-in-law); 
Ginny Pape; Linda Perin (Moorhouses’ cousin); Mon-
ette and Jay Pillow (Portmanns’ friends); Cathern 
Pirrmann (Adam and Nick’s aunt); Faith Pirrmann; 
Nick Pirrmann; Pat Popplewell (Dennis King’s 
friend); Pr. Pete and Joyce Rudowski; Judy Saar-
anen (Portmanns’ friend); Heather Segar; James 
Savoy (Jean Winkle’s great-grandson); Scott Schadel 
(friend of McDowells); Shawn Schnetzer (Sturgills’ 
cousin); Sheila Schultz (Betty Pack’s friend); Shan-
non and Dane (friends of Riddle family); Shear family 
(Kings’ daughter & son-in-law); Kate Sheridan (Kings’ 
family friend); Keith Shupe (father of Kelly Shupe); 
Jason Simpson (Freda Faulkner’s grand-nephew); 
John Smith (Elain Heskamp’s brother); Scott 
Songer; Judy Songer (friends of Jean Winkle); Cros-
ley Spelman (Spelmans’ grandson); Kathy Spelman 
and family (Joyce’s sister-in-law); Frank Sturgill 
(Jim’s dad); Britney Jean Teems (Jean Winkle’s 
granddaughter); Randy Thaman (friend of Marie Cal-
houn); Geri Toland (Carole Replogle’s neighbor); 
Treasure (Les Eckerle’s cousin); Ralph Turner (friend 
of Dennis King); Tereasa Vogel (Freda Faulkner’s 
friend); Jack Wagner; Jeanne Wagner; Daryl Wes-
selman (Betty Pack’s granddaughter); Liviah Wid-
ders (Portmanns’ family friend); Leslie Willet; Jean 
Winkle; Susan Winkle (Jean Winkle’s daughter-in-
law). 

At the death of: John Niefield. 

We pray for those with ongoing health concerns who 
are unable to come to church every week: Louise Bar-
ry, Barbara Moorhouse, Jean Nolte, Heather Segar. 

We pray for our armed forces members: Graham Bar-
ton (Fords’ neighbor); Paul Cordes (Elinor Schie-
man’s grandson); Victoria Derry (Elinor Schieman’s 
great-granddaughter); Jared Forst (Loretta’s grand-
son); Beau Glenn (Karen Koehl’s son-in-law); Kylie 
Hahn (Gretta Hahn’s granddaughter); Donald Hosea 
(Karen Koehl’s son); Samuel McLoughlin (friend of 
Cindy Sieckman); Scott Minton (Becky Betsch’s 
brother); Jobeth Ramirez (friend of Karen Koehl); 
Joshua Rodriguez (friend of Karen Koehl); Trent 
Schwegman (cousin to the Erbecks and Fords); 
Dustin Silvey; Mack Thompson (Freda Faulkner’s 
grandson); Alex Wisecup (son of Nadine and Barry 
Wisecup). 

Our Life Together 
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From the Presiding Bishop: “What Masks Do We All Wear?” 

This article was originally published in the 
January 2022 issue of Living Lutheran 
magazine. 

Getting ready to leave 
the house—for work or 
errands—takes a couple 
extra steps during a pan-
demic. Do I know how 
crowded my destination 
will be? Did I remember 
to take a mask? Of all 

the annoying things about this pandemic, 
I find remembering to take and to wear a 
mask is one of the most irksome. Masks 
aren’t comfortable, they make it more 
difficult to understand conversations, and 
they are a daily reminder that we are not 
out of the woods yet. 

Let me be clear—masks are an effective 
way to stop the spread of this terrible vi-
rus, and I will wear one for as long as it 
takes. I urge all of us to do the same. This 
isn’t about personal choice, but it is a 
physical manifestation that in baptism 
“we, who are many, are one body in 
Christ, and individually we are members 
one of another” (Romans 12:5). Wearing a 
mask is as much for our protection as it is 
for protecting others. I will continue to 
mask up. 

I always thought it was silly that bandits 
and robbers are depicted wearing only a 
mask from just below the eyes down. How 
could that possibly be a disguise? One’s 
eyes, hair and ears are all visible. You can 
hear the voice. You can figure out a per-
son’s stature. What’s the point? 

It turns out that sighted people get an 
enormous number of nonverbal cues 
from someone’s face. Infants can read fac-
es even before their eyesight is fully de-
veloped. An amazing amount of commu-
nication is possible even when interacting 
with someone who speaks a different lan-
guage. 

I don’t think I’m unique in this, but I men-
tally fill in what a person looks like behind 
the mask. I make determinations about a 
person’s age and disposition, not to men-
tion physical characteristics. When I do 
see someone’s unmasked face, it turns 
out that I am always wrong. This could be 
as benign as not imagining a person had a 
moustache to more significant assump-
tions about the person’s character. 

I mask people even when they aren’t 
wearing an actual mask. This person is 
white, or this person is young, or this per-
son is Black, or this person is Asian/Pacific 
Islander, or this person is Arab/Middle 
Eastern, or this person is Latinx, or this 
person is old, or this person is a farmer, or 
this person is urban, or this person is Lu-
theran. You can fill out the list. I ascribe 
characteristics to all of these people with-
out really seeing them. 

And then, I wonder about the masks I 
wear. Wife, daughter, mother, sister. Pas-
tor, friend, the PRESIDING BISHOP 
(yikes!). When interactions are fraught, 
the staff have identified what they call my 
“Queen Face.” 

(Continued on page 7) 
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