
The Epistle 
Children Building God’s Kingdom 

Twenty-seven children and 
their families explored, investi-
gated, sang, and created art this 
week about how to participate 
in building God’s kingdom on 
earth where all people experi-
ence the abundant life that Je-
sus offers. This discovery was 
made possible because of you! 
Your offering and the time and 
talent shared by members of 
our congregation in partnership 
with members of Sts. Peter and 
Paul Parish and ALMS Christian 
Church in Reading, made this 
week possible. The curriculum 
was written by Dan Jacobs, a 
Deacon in the ELCA who serves 
congregations here in Southern 
Ohio; it is a gift to be part of the 
larger church!  

Together, we fed body, heart, 
and soul of 58 people and kids 
got to imagine and then prac-

tice in real tangible ways how to participate in God’s work of 
loving and healing the world. It was an especially joyful 
week because we were able to host the VBS in person and 
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Children Building God’s Kingdom 

everyone was thrilled to be back togeth-
er. Here’s what some parents and grand-
parents said:  

“This was our first real event with other 
people since Covid-19; we didn’t want 
[our child] to miss it!” 

“The kids asked if we could come to VBS 
instead of their swim meet!” 

“Thank you so much for such a special 
week for our children.” 

Thanks to the children’s allowance and 
birthday money and your special gifts 
the last two Sundays, we were also able 

to accomplish the following projects to-
gether:  

Collected 12 pairs of glasses for the Li-
on’s Club redistribution program.  

Collected $389.92 for RIP Medical Debt 
Relief, which translates into $38,900 of 
medical debt forgiven for individuals 
and families in the United States.  

Thank you for giving the children of this 
congregation and our community such a 
fun and powerful experience of God’s 
kingdom. You are kingdom builders!  

In Christ,  
Pastor Emily 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Church Council Elects 2021-2023 Term  

2021-2023 Council Elects (L to R): John Cathcart, Donald Harris, 
Chet Laine, and Nelson Langefeld. Thank you all for your 
leadership! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JULY 25 QUAR-
TERLY MEETING 

We will hold our 
2nd Quarter Con-
gregational Meet-
ing after worship 
on July 25.  

CONGRATS 
GRADS!  

A heartfelt congrat-
ulations to high 
school, college, and 
graduate program 
graduates:  

Hailie Fuller 

Olivia Lohmeier 

Spencer Lohmeier 

Matthew  
McDowell 

Molly McDowell 



Property Committee Report 

 

VALLEY INTER-
FAITH ITEM OF 
THE MONTH 

The Social Con-
cerns committee is 
resuming Item of 
the Month collec-
tion for Valley Inter-
faith Community 
Resource Center, 
where we collect 
one type of house-
hold necessity each 
month. This 
month’s items are 
shampoo and  
conditioner. Thank 
you for your gener-
osity! 

YOUTH GROUP 
MEETS NEXT IN 
AUGUST 

Youth group will 
meet Saturday,  
August 14 (no July 
meeting). A car-
wash fundraiser to 
raise money for 
Youth Gathering is 
under discussion—
stay tuned for more 
details! 
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The Sunday School Rooms have been completely painted 
and look amazing! Thanks to Bridget Cathcart and everyone 
involved with that project! 

The upstairs Sunday school rooms and hallways and both 
restroom floors have all been stripped, and 2 coats of wax 
applied. It looks great. The light on the 2nd floor has been 
replaced with an LED fixture. 

Denny Niefield has done an amazing job during the pandem-
ic keeping the church sanitized and clean. If you see any-
thing that needs attention, please call me at 513-378-5464. 

If you see any other property concerns, please let me know 
as soon as possible, day or night. If I don't pick up ( I always 
pick up if I can!) please leave a message or text me. My email 
is dennis@dennisking.com. 

Dennis King, Property Chair 

1 Mark & Connie  
Lohmeier 

2 Becky Betsch 

3 Joy Niefield 

6 Donald Hosea   

7 Terry & Joyce McDowell 

8 Larry & Penny Huber 

8 Karen Dardeen, Don 
Grau, Evan Segar 

10 David Hill 

11 Lucy Sturgill 

12 Donald Harris  

15 Dennis King 

16 Andrew Bardes 

17 Linda Miller 

19 Bradley Bronner,  
Elain Heskamp 

23 Emma Hedges  

27 Mark Lohmeier 

28 Cindy Reed 

29 Taylor & Pr. Emily  
Beckering 

29 Cindy Mayhugh,  
Betty Pack 

30 Carol Curless,  
Jeanne Fuller 

Celebrations in July 

mailto:dennis@dennisking.com


New Projection System to Enhance Worship  

After prayerful consideration of com-
ments from members and the technical 
and cost aspects of providing a digital 
projection system to enhance our wor-
ship experience the Council has given the 
Technology Upgrade Committee the 
okay to pursue the one motorized screen 
option. The committee will begin accu-
mulating cost estimates and prepare a 
recommendation to Council ASAP. 

This option provides more versatility 
than any other while seeking to preserve 
the aesthetics of the Chancel. We will 
have one screen on the pulpit side. The 
screen will be motorized so it can be 
seamlessly raised or lowered as needed 
via remote control. The screen will re-
tract into a custom-built valence de-
signed to blend into the walls so that 
when the screen is retracted it is not ob-
trusive. When the screen is down the bot-
tom of the screen will be high enough 
that the banner and the hymn board will 
still be visible. To maintain the symmetry 
of the Chancel we will install a similar, 
but empty, valence on the lectern side. 
(See diagram on facing page.) 

This screen in combination with a laser 
projector and higher mounting will pro-
vide easy readability from the entire 
sanctuary even when everyone is stand-
ing. The larger size will also allow inclu-
sion of the music measures for hymns. 
The angle of the screen will allow the 
musicians and choir to adequately read 
the screen.  

We will continue to provide bulletins for 
you to download and/or print from home 
as well as some printed bulletins. We ar-
rived at this decision after prayerful con-

sideration of congregation feedback in 
conversation with 1 Corinthians 9:18-23, 
through which we felt the Holy Spirit was 
calling us "to be all things to all people"--
meaning, to meet everyone where 
they're at so that worship is accessible 
and engaging for everyone.  

Thank you to all who contributed ideas 
and comments to shape this versatile so-
lution allowing use of the screen when 
we need it, but not sacrificing the beauty 
of the Sanctuary. 

Church Council 
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A preview of what the new system will 
look like. 
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Planned Screen Configuration 
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VBS 2021: Building God’s Kingdom on Earth! 
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VBS 2021: Building God’s Kingdom on Earth! 
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VBS 2021: Building God’s Kingdom on Earth! 
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VBS 2021: Building God’s Kingdom on Earth! 



For emergency pastoral care, please call the after-
hours line at 513-760-5884. 

If you have requests for the Prayer Chain, call Pen-
ny Huber, 513-931-6420. To remove people from the 
list, contact the office. 

We pray for Mary and her granddaughter Kyra 
(friend of Paul Pieper); Berkeley (Carol Curless’s 
great-grandson); Jeannie Allen (Faith Pirrmann’s 
friend); Pr. Lisa Bernheisel; Louise Barry; Teresa 
Bell (former member); Chrissi Bergt (Kate Wollen-
burg’s cousin); Beth (Elinor Schieman’s daughter); 
Stephen Black (Kim Coulehan’s nephew); Bobby 
(Christian Lohmeier’s friend); Nancy Bose (Kathy 
Hirt’s friend); Brett (Kings’ step-nephew); Nicole 
Bucknam (friend of Millers); Jodie Calhoun; Ann 
Cathcart (Laines’ daughter-in-law); Christian; 
Frances Clemons (Portmanns’ friend); Colin (Millers’ 
grandson); Sandy Cordes; Kathy Curless; Katie De-
mopoulos (Diana Hawkins’s niece); Dick (Linda Mil-
ler’s brother); Jeremy Doan (Jean Winkle’s grand-
son); Lee and Jane Erbeck; Larry Faulkner (Freda’s 
son); Justin Feldman (Bess Sturgill’s father); Micki 
Ford (Fords’ niece); Lee Frank (Barbara Moorhouse’s 
niece’s husband); Jeanne Fuller; Scarlett Gally 
(Beth Wernery’s great-niece); Clara Garcia (Cindy 
Mayhugh’s sister); Nathaniel Gibson (Les Eckerle’s 
step-nephew); Steve Gollehon (Elinor Schieman’s 
cousin); Jim Hammerling (Portmanns’ son-in-law); 
Hannah; Matthew Harrison (Seals’ neighbor); 
Sandy Hatcher (Linda Holt’s sister); Elain Heskamp; 
Richard Hoffman (Cindy Mayhugh’s brother); An-
drew Horton; Mary Ann Hudecki (Linda Miller’s sis-
ter), Ellen Hunter (Jeni Cathcart’s grandmother); Jo 
and her daughter (Jeanne Fuller’s friends); Joan 
(Penny Huber’s friend); Kate (granddaughter of Den-
nis King’s friend); Dennis King; Jay King (son of Ja-
mie King); Loretta Kombrink (Marilyn Portmann’s 
aunt); Lewis Laine (Chet Laine’s brother); Richard 
Lane (Elinor Schieman’s nephew); Nelson Lange-
feld; Ruth Lohmeier; Yvonne Lowery (St. Paul Play-
ers); Revea and Jim Mayhew (Millers’ sister & broth-
er-in-law); Carroll Mayhugh Sr. (Carroll Mayhugh’s 
father); Hazel Mersch (Mayhughs’ granddaughter); 
Samantha Mersch (Mayhughs’ daughter, Sarah 
Papin’s sister); Ann Miller (Millers’ niece); Mary Mills 
(St. Paul Players); Jessica Mink (Donald Harris’s 
cousin); Barbara Moorhouse; Jean Nolte; Ervin, 
Carol, Jim, and Jeannie Oerther (Portmanns’ sister 

and family); Ann Ohr (Barbara Moorhouse’s cousin); 
Richard Osborn (Betty Pack’s brother); Rosie Os-
born (Betty Pack’s sister); Tom Pack (Betty Pack’s 
son); Eric Papin; Christian & Suzie Pereira (Carolyn 
Koehl’s granddaughter & grandson-in-law); Richard 
Peterson (Shirley Harbaugh’s brother); Ginny Pape; 
Linda Perin (Moorhouses’ cousin); Paul Pieper; 
Faith Pirrmann; Pat Popplewell (Dennis King’s 
friend); James Savoy (Jean Winkle’s great-
grandson); Shawn Schnetzer (Sturgills’ cousin); 
Sheila Schultz (Betty Pack’s friend); Shannon and 
Dane (friends of Riddle family); Shear family (Kings’ 
daughter & son-in-law); Kate Sheridan (Kings’ family 
friend); Keith Shupe (father of Kelly Shupe); Jason 
Simpson (Freda Faulkner’s grand-nephew); Scott 
Songer; Judy Songer (friends of Jean Winkle); Cros-
ley Spelman (Spelmans’ grandson); Frank Sturgill 
(Jim’s dad); Britney Jean Teems (Jean Winkle’s 
granddaughter); Teresa (friend of Marty Lohmeier); 
Randy Thaman (friend of Marie Calhoun); Geri To-
land (Carole Replogle’s neighbor); Treasure (Les Eck-
erle’s cousin); Ralph Turner (friend of Dennis King); 
Jacob Vegso (Millers’ nephew); Tereasa Vogel (Freda 
Faulkner’s friend); Jack Wagner; Jeanne Wagner; 
Daryl Wesselman (Betty Pack’s granddaughter); 
Jean Winkle; Susan Winkle (Jean Winkle’s daughter-
in-law). 

At the death of: Doris Minton. 

We pray for those with ongoing health concerns who 
are unable to come to church every week: Louise 
Barry, Barbara Moorhouse, Jean Nolte, Heather 
Segar. 

We pray for our armed forces members: Graham Bar-
ton (Fords’ neighbor); Paul Cordes (Elinor Schie-
man’s grandson); Victoria Derry (Elinor Schieman’s 
great-granddaughter); Jared Forst (Loretta’s grand-
son); Beau Glenn (Karen Koehl’s son-in-law); Kylie 
Hahn (Gretta Hahn’s granddaughter); Donald Hosea 
(Karen Koehl’s son); Samuel McLoughlin (friend of 
Cindy Sieckman); Scott Minton (Becky Betsch’s 
brother); Jobeth Ramirez (friend of Karen Koehl); 
Joshua Rodriguez (friend of Karen Koehl); Trent 
Schwegman (cousin to the Erbecks and Fords); 
Dustin Silvey; Mack Thompson (Freda Faulkner’s 
grandson); Alex Wisecup (son of Nadine and Barry 
Wisecup). 

Our Life Together 
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In 2020, we shared 3% ($5,040) of our offer-
ings for Mission Support through the 
Southern Ohio Synod. This is a story of 
how our Mission Support enriches chil-
dren's lives at Bible camps across the Unit-
ed States. More at ELCA.org/SOFIA. 

When Matt Rusch, director of Outlaw 
Ranch, first proposed a family camp con-
necting cultures, he started from scratch. 
“We just jumped into this,” he said. 
“[There was] no model. We [thought], ‘We 
know God is in the mix, so somehow it 
will work out.’” 

The idea was to make family camp look 
like the church in South Dakota, which is 
both multilingual and racially diverse, he 
said. 

Outlaw Ranch partnered with Pueblo de 
Dios, a congregation in Sioux Falls, and 
invited Spanish-speaking families to join 
with English-speaking families for the 
camp's weeklong Connecting Cultures 
program. 

In addition to enjoying faith-based pro-
gramming, families in Connecting Cul-
tures could hike, ride horses and take 
trips to nearby Mount Rushmore and 
travel to Custer High School for fireworks 
exhibitions. That in itself was a blessing, 

said Maria Cabello, pastor of Pueblo de 
Dios. 

“[Our] people feel very happy and very 
joyful with Outlaw Ranch… and [they] 
feel very happy with God. Hispanic peo-
ple don’t have a week vacation [often],” 
she said. “It [was] very exciting to renew 
our spirit and renew our souls at Outlaw 
Ranch.” 

Connecting Cultures also helped some 
gain confidence. “Especially the kids,” 
Cabello said. “[Some] speak only Span-
ish. They feel like a little fish in the ocean. 
But because others were speaking Span-
ish, they feel more included at camp.” 

Instead of being embarrassed to try to 
use the Spanish they learned in high 
school years earlier, English-speaking 
adults utilized bilingual counselors to 
converse freely with Latino families. And 
Spanish-speaking adults who had never 
gone camping learned the ropes from 
English-speaking veterans who’d been 
camping for decades. 

“Camp is a wonderful equalizer,” Rusch 
said. “There's not one of the groups 
who’s on unequal footing here, not any-
one is not out of their element… We all 
study the same Bible; we worship the 
same God. We try to address those things 
instead of the differences at the begin-
ning.” 

Mission Support Success: Connecting Cultures at Camp 

https://www.livinglutheran.org/sofia/


St. Paul 
Lutheran 
Church 

 

Mission  
Statement: 

Christians us-
ing God’s gifts  
helping others 

know him. 

 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

St. Paul 
Lutheran Church 

106 Maple St. 
Reading, OH 45215 

 
 

Phone:  
513-821-0987 
 
E-mail: 
mail@stpaulreading.org 
 
Website:  
stpaulreading.org 

Movie will be The Tooth Fairy (starring Dwayne Johnson and Julie 
Andrews). Bring a blanket or lawn chairs for seating, and invite 
friends and family! Snacks served at 8:30, movie begins at 9 pm.  


