
 

1 

3 Pentecost: June 13, 2021 

Gathering 

Prelude 

Opening Hymn #499 (green hymnal): “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no se-

crets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we con-

fess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

Silence is kept for reflection.  

1 Come, thou Fount of ev'ry blessing, 
 tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
 streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
 call for songs of loudest praise. 
 While the hope of endless glory 
 fills my heart with joy and love, 
 teach me ever to adore thee; 
 may I still thy goodness prove. 

2 Here I raise my Ebenezer: 
 "Hither by thy help I've come"; 
 and I hope, by thy good pleasure, 
 safely to arrive at home. 
 Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
 wand'ring from the fold of God; 
 he, to rescue me from danger, 
 interposed his precious blood. 

3 Oh, to grace how great a debtor 
 daily I'm constrained to be; 
 let that grace now like a fetter 
 bind my wand'ring heart to thee. 
 Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; 
 prone to leave the God I love. 
 Here's my heart, oh, take and seal it; 
 seal it for thy courts above. 
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P: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. For-

give us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 

ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for his sake God 

forgives you all your sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ he gives the power to be-

come the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

Greeting and Prayer of the Day 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray. O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. Graft us into 

yourself and nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth and love to those in 

need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

The Word 

Song for the Word #713 (blue hymnal): “Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil” 

 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 
 open to the seed of your word. 
 Lord, let my heart be good soil, 
 where love can grow and peace is understood. 
 When my heart is hard, break the stone away. 
 When my heart is cold, warm it with the day. 
 When my heart is lost, lead me on your way. 
 Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, 
 Lord, let my heart be good soil. 
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Blessing of the Lector 

P: Let us pray. God Almighty, we ask your blessing upon Chet as he reads to us the scrip-

tures. May the words of her mouth and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in 

your sight, O Lord, our rock and our redeemer. 

C: Amen. 

First Reading: Ezekiel 17:22-24 

22 Thus says the Lord God:  

 I myself will take a sprig 

  from the lofty top of a cedar; 

  I will set it out. 

 I will break off a tender one 

  from the topmost of its young twigs; 

 I myself will plant it 

  on a high and lofty mountain. 

 23 On the mountain height of Israel 

  I will plant it, 

 in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, 

  and become a noble cedar. 

 Under it every kind of bird will live; 

  in the shade of its branches will nest 

  winged creatures of every kind. 

 24 All the trees of the field shall know 

  that I am the Lord. 

 I bring low the high tree, 

  I make high the low tree; 

 I dry up the green tree 

  and make the dry tree flourish. 

 I the Lord have spoken; 

  I will accomplish it. 

 The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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Psalmody: Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15 

1 It is a good thing to give thanks to the Lord, 

 to sing praise to your name, O Most High; 
2 to herald your love in the morning 

 and your faithfulness at night; 
3 on the psaltery, and on the lyre, 

 and to the melody of the harp. 
4 For you have made me glad by your acts, O Lord; 

 and I shout for joy because of the works of your hands. 
12 The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree, 

 and shall spread abroad like a cedar of Lebanon. 
13 Those who are planted in the house of the Lord 

 shall flourish in the courts of our God; 
14 they shall still bear fruit in old age; 

 they shall be green and succulent; 
15 that they may show how upright the Lord is, 

 my rock, in whom there is no injustice. 

Second Reading:  2 Corinthians 5:6-17 

6 So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body we 

are away from the Lord—7 for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8 Yes, we do have confidence, and 

we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9 So whether we are at 

home or away, we make it our aim to please him. 10 For all of us must appear before the judg-

ment seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what has been done in the 

body, whether good or evil. 

  11 Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we ourselves are 

well known to God, and I hope that we are also well known to your consciences. 12 We are not 

commending ourselves to you again, but giving you an opportunity to boast about us, so that 

you may be able to answer those who boast in outward appearance and not in the heart. 
13 For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. 14 For 

the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore 

all have died. 15 And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for themselves, 

but for him who died and was raised for them. 

  16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we 
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once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 17 So if any-

one is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has 

become new! 

 The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel: Mark 4:26-34 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 4th chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

26 Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground,27 and 

would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know 

how. 28 The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the 

head. 29 But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has 

come.” 

  30 He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we 

use for it? 31 It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all 

the seeds on earth; 32 yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, 

and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” 

  33 With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; 34 he 

did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disci-

ples. 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon 

Sermon 
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Hymn of the Day #236 (green hymnal): “When Seed Falls on Good Soil” 

 

The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

 and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic Church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

1 When seed falls on good soil, 
 it’s born through quiet toil, 
 where soil receives, the earth conceives 
 the blade, the stem, the fruit, the leaves. 
 Good soil, oh, mother earth, 
 the womb, where seed takes birth. 

2 God’s Word in Christ is seed; 
 good soil its urgent need; 
 for it must find in humankind 
 the fertile soil in heart and mind. 
 Good soil! A human field! 
 A hundredfold to yield. 

3 Plow up the trodden way, 
 and clear the stone away; 
 tear our the weed, and sow the seed. 
 prepare our hearts your Word to heed, 
 that we good soil may be. 
 Begin, O Lord, with me! 
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Prayers of Intercession 

A: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to 

their needs. 

After each petition: 

A: Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

After the last petition: 

A: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

Peace 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C:  And also with you. 

The Meal 

Offering Prayer 

A: Let us pray. 

C: God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You 

bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, 

that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving  

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the for-

giveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

P: Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come and grow in faith. 

 The Body of Christ, broken for you. 

 The Blood of Christ, shed for you. 

All eat bread and drink wine or juice at their seat. 
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Communion Hymn #705 (blue hymnal): “As the Grains of Wheat” 

 
Table Blessing 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C: Amen. 

Prayer after Communion 

A: Let us pray. God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have 

united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the 

power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and con-

tinue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

Sending 

Blessing 

P: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Refrain 
 As the grains of wheat once scattered on the hill 
 were gathered into one to become our bread;  
 so may all your people from all the ends of earth  
 be gathered into one in you. 

1 As this cup of blessing is shared within our midst, 
 may we share the presence of your love.  Refrain  

2 Let this be a foretaste of all that is to come 
 when all creation shares this feast with you.  Refrain  
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Worship Leaders 

The Rev. Emily Beckering, Pastor 

Kris Keith, Music Director 

Kate Wollenburg, Organist 

Cindy Mayhugh, Assisting Minister 

Chet Laine, Reader 

Closing Hymn #261 (green hymnal): “On What Has Now Been Sown” 

 

Dismissal 

A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 

1 On what has now been sown 
 your blessing, Lord, bestow; 
 the pow'r is yours alone 
 to make it sprout and grow. 
 O Lord, in grace the harvest raise, 
 and yours alone shall be the praise! 

2 To you our wants are known, 
 from you are all our pow'rs; 
 accept what is your own 
 and pardon what is ours. 
 Our praises, Lord, and prayers receive 
 and to your word a blessing give. 

3 Oh, grant that each of us, 
 now met before you here, 
 may meet together thus 
 when you and yours appear, 
 and follow you to heav'n, our home. 
 E'en so, Amen! Lord Jesus, come! 



 

11 

Sunday, June 13: 3 Pentecost 

10:30 am Worship 

After worship: Evangelism Committee (in-

person/Zoom) 

2 pm St. Paul Players play reading 

4 pm Zoom Fellowship Time 

Monday, June 14 

4 pm Stewardship Committee (Zoom) 

Wednesday, June 16 

6:30 pm Bible study (in-person/Zoom) 

Thursday, June 17 

10:30 am Bible study (in-person/Zoom) 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, June 20: 4 Pentecost 

11 am Annual Church Picnic (Baxter Park) 

Monday, June 21 

5:30 pm Vacation Bible School 

Tuesday, June 22 

5:30 pm Vacation Bible School 

Wednesday, June 23 

5:30 pm Vacation Bible School 

Thursday, June 24 

10:30 am Bible study (in-person/Zoom) 

5:30 pm Vacation Bible School 

Friday, June 25 

5:30 pm Vacation Bible School 

Saturday, June 26 

7 pm Youth Group 

Upcoming Events 

Next Sunday: Annual Church  

Picnic at Baxter Park! 

We’ll be in the Evendale Shelter House 

(up the small hill behind the baseball 

fields). From the church, go north on 

Reading Rd. about 2.5 miles. The park is at 

the corner of 

Reading and 

Glendale-Milford 

Roads. Turn right 

onto Kingsport 

Dr. (just past the 

Glendale-Milford 

Rd. intersection) 

to reach the shel-

ter and parking. 
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Our Life Together 

For emergency pastoral care, please call the after-hours line at 513-760-5884. 

If you have requests for the Prayer Chain, call Penny Huber, 513-931-6420. To remove people 

from the list, contact the office. 

We pray for Mary and her granddaughter Kyra (friend of Paul Pieper); Berkeley (Carol Cur-

less’s great-grandson); Jeannie Allen (Faith Pirrmann’s friend); Pr. Lisa Bernheisel; Louise Bar-

ry; Teresa Bell (former member); Beth (Elinor Schieman’s daughter); Stephen Black (Kim 

Coulehan’s nephew); Bobby (Christian Lohmeier’s friend); Nancy Bose (Kathy Hirt’s friend); 

Brett (Kings’ step-nephew); Nicole Bucknam (friend of Millers); Jodie Calhoun; Ann Cathcart 

(Laines’ daughter-in-law); Christian; Frances Clemons (Portmanns’ friend); Colin (Millers’ 

grandson); Sandy Cordes; Kathy Curless; Katie Demopoulos (Diana Hawkins’s niece); Dick 

(Linda Miller’s brother); Jeremy Doan (Jean Winkle’s grandson); Lee and Jane Erbeck; Larry 

Faulkner (Freda’s son); Justin Feldman (Bess Sturgill’s father); Micki Ford (Fords’ niece); Lee 

Frank (Barbara Moorhouse’s niece’s husband); Jeanne Fuller; Scarlett Gally (Beth Wernery’s 

great-niece); Clara Garcia (Cindy Mayhugh’s sister); George and Sherry (Shirley Harbaugh’s 

cousins); Nathaniel Gibson (Les Eckerle’s step-nephew); Steve Gollehon (Elinor Schieman’s 

cousin); Jim Hammerling (Portmanns’ son-in-law); Hannah; Matthew Harrison (Seals’ neigh-

bor); Sandy Hatcher (Linda Holt’s sister); Elain Heskamp; Richard Hoffman (Cindy Mayhugh’s 

brother); Andrew Horton; Mary Ann Hudecki (Linda Miller’s sister), Ellen Hunter (Jeni 

Cathcart’s grandmother); Jo and her daughter (Jeanne Fuller’s friends); Joan (Penny Huber’s 

friend); Kate (granddaughter of Dennis King’s friend); Dennis King; Jay King (son of Jamie 

King); Loretta Kombrink (Marilyn Portmann’s aunt); Lewis Laine (Chet Laine’s brother); Rich-

ard Lane (Elinor Schieman’s nephew); Nelson Langefeld; Ruth Lohmeier; Yvonne Lowery (St. 

Paul Players); Revea and Jim Mayhew (Millers’ sister & brother-in-law); Carroll Mayhugh Sr. 

(Carroll Mayhugh’s father); Hazel Mersch (Mayhughs’ granddaughter); Samantha Mersch 

(Mayhughs’ daughter, Sarah Papin’s sister); Ann Miller (Millers’ niece); Mary Mills (St. Paul 

Players); Jessica Mink (Donald Harris’s cousin); Doris Minton; Barbara Moorhouse; Jean 

Nolte; Ervin, Carol, Jim, and Jeannie Oerther (Portmanns’ sister and family); Ann Ohr 

(Barbara Moorhouse’s cousin); Richard Osborn (Betty Pack’s brother); Rosie Osborn (Betty 

Pack’s sister); Tom Pack (Betty Pack’s son); Eric Papin; Christian & Suzie Pereira (Carolyn 

Koehl’s granddaughter & grandson-in-law); Richard Peterson (Shirley Harbaugh’s brother); 

Ginny Pape; Linda Perin (Moorhouses’ cousin); Paul Pieper; Faith Pirrmann; Pat Popplewell 

(Dennis King’s friend); James Savoy (Jean Winkle’s great-grandson); Shawn Schnetzer 
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(Sturgills’ cousin); Sheila Schultz (Betty Pack’s friend); Shannon and Dane (friends of Riddle 

family); Shear family (Kings’ daughter & son-in-law); Kate Sheridan (Kings’ family friend); 

Keith Shupe (father of Kelly Shupe); Jason Simpson (Freda Faulkner’s grand-nephew); Patricia 

Smith (Teresa Bell’s mother); Scott Songer; Judy Songer (friends of Jean Winkle); Crosley 

Spelman (Spelmans’ grandson); Frank Sturgill (Jim’s dad); Britney Jean Teems (Jean Winkle’s 

granddaughter); Teresa (friend of Marty Lohmeier); Randy Thaman (friend of Marie Calhoun); 

Geri Toland (Carole Replogle’s neighbor); Treasure (Les Eckerle’s cousin); Ralph Turner (friend 

of Dennis King); Jacob Vegso (Millers’ nephew); Tereasa Vogel (Freda Faulkner’s friend); Jack 

Wagner; Jeanne Wagner; David Allen Walker and family (community member); Daryl Wes-

selman (Betty Pack’s granddaughter); Jean Winkle; Susan Winkle (Jean Winkle’s daughter-in-

law). 

We pray for those with ongoing health concerns who are unable to come to church every 

week: Louise Barry, Barbara Moorhouse, Jean Nolte, Heather Segar. 

We pray for our armed forces members: Graham Barton (Fords’ neighbor); Paul Cordes 

(Elinor Schieman’s grandson); Victoria Derry (Elinor Schieman’s great-granddaughter); Jared 

Forst (Jim and Loretta’s grandson); Beau Glenn (Karen Koehl’s son-in-law); Kylie Hahn (Gretta 

Hahn’s granddaughter); Donald Hosea (Karen Koehl’s son); Samuel McLoughlin (friend of Cin-

dy Sieckman); Scott Minton (Doris Minton’s son); Jobeth Ramirez (friend of Karen Koehl); 

Joshua Rodriguez (friend of Karen Koehl); Trent Schwegman (cousin to the Erbecks and 

Fords); Dustin Silvey; Mack Thompson (Freda Faulkner’s grandson); Alex Wisecup (son of Na-

dine and Barry Wisecup). 

Copyright Notices 

“Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil”: Text and music by Handt Hanson © 1985 Prince of Peace 

Publishing, Changing Church, Inc. 

“When Seed Falls on Good Soil”:” Text ©1976 Norman P. Olsen, admin. Augsburg Fortress; 

Music ©1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

“As the Grains of Wheat”: Text and music by Marty Haugen © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 

7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights re-

served. Used by permission.  

Music used by permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726103 and CCLI Licenses #21045423 and 

#21045416. All rights reserved. 

Thank you for worshipping with us today. 

To give your offering through our website, please visit stpaulreading.org/online-giving/ 

https://www.stpaulreading.org/online-giving/

