
The Epistle 
Lent in 2021 

Lent developed in the tradition 
of the Church to prepare con-
verts for baptism and to invite 
sinners to return to fellowship 
and worship in the Church.1 The 
practices of self-examination 
and repentance together with 
the personal disciplines of pray-
er, fasting, self-denial, and stud-
ying the Bible have developed 

to support the whole body of Christ in repenting and return-
ing to the Lord. The word “repent” comes from the Greek 
word “metanoia” which means “to turn around.” When we 
repent, we turn around from the way we have been living 
and turn back toward God.  

Perhaps this year we are especially hungry for a change, for 
God to turn this world and us around with it. God has that 
power and will change us this Lent.  

We will be keeping Lent with some modifications while still 
honoring our worship traditions. Rather than gather for mid-
week meals and worship, we will offer midweek services 
online only. Worship will be shared just like it is on Sunday 
mornings via email, our website, our Facebook page, and 
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Lent in 2021 

YouTube channel. You can look forward 
to music from Holden Evening Prayer by 
Kris and Kate and other members of our 
congregation, as well as performances by 
the St. Paul Players, who will bring to life 
for us six Biblical characters so that we 
may hear how Jesus turned them and 
their lives around. Together, these medi-
tative monologues and melodies will 
turn our hearts and minds around and 
prepare us for Holy Week.  

No matter what happens during these 
five weeks in your life or in the world, Je-
sus is with us and will turn us yet again to 
walk with him.  

In Christ,  
Pastor Emily Beckering 

1 Philip H. Pfatteicher, “Quadragesima. 
Lent.” In Journey to the Heart of God: 
Living the Liturgical Year (New York: Ox-
ford Press, 2013), 131.  
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The Difference You’re Making in a Pandemic 

Many of our members are effectively 
homebound during this pandemic 
(perhaps you’d count yourself as one!). In 
this time when our activities are limited 
and we can’t see friends, family, or our 
church family, it can be very isolating. To 
fight the forces of loneliness and isola-
tion and to kindle hope, we have been 
sending DVDs of worship and Bible study 
recordings to members who are self-
quarantining. Recently, a member shared 
with Pastor Emily “I can’t tell you how 

much these DVDs have meant. They actu-
ally make me feel like I can participate 
with my church. This Christmas when I 
couldn’t see my family, when everything 
felt different, the DVD of Christmas Eve 
made Christmas for me. I have put it with 
my Christmas movies, and I will watch it 
every Christmas from now on.”  

Because of your offerings, we are able to 
livestream worship for our congregation 
and mail DVD’s to those who can’t access 
worship or Bible study remotely. This sto-
ry testifies that in the midst of this pan-
demic, you have seen to it that your sis-
ters and brothers in Christ have heard the 
Word and been encouraged in Christ in 
their homes. Because of you, loneliness 
and isolation have lost power and you 
have strengthened faith.  

In Christ, 
 Pastor Emily Beckering 



Planned Giving Survey 
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1. In the last 5 years, have you consid-
ered including the church or another 
non-profit/ministry in your charitable 
estate plan? 

 
2. In the last 5 years, have you taken 

steps to include the church or another 
non-profit/ministry in your charitable 
estate plan? 

 
3. Do you currently have the church or 

another non-profit/ministry included 
in your estate plan? 

 

4. If YES to question 3, did you have help 
from any of the following (check all 
that apply): 

☐ Lawyer 

☐ Family member 

☐ Friend 

☐ Other church member 

☐ Pastor 

☐ Gift planner 

☐ Financial advisor 

☐   Yes ☐   No 

☐   Yes ☐   No 

☐   Yes ☐   No 

1 William Harrison,  
Matthew Lawson,  
Jim Miller 

2 Kathy Crosby 

8 Les Eckerle 

10 Jeni Cathcart 

11 Ron & Shirley Har-
baugh  

12 Joyce Spelman 

13 Eric Bardes, Kyle 
Kreiner 

15 Joe & Elain Heskamp 

16 Shirley Lathrop 

18 Kris Kreiner  

19 Rachel Bronner 

20 Penny Huber 

21 Bryana Bronner 

22 Diana Hawkins 

24 Erika Ford, Jillian Ford, 
Beth Wernery 

26 Jack & Mary Wagner 

Celebrations in February 

As part of our participation in Stewardship for All Seasons, Nelson Langefeld, Carole 
Replogle and Pastor Emily are taking a course to help us develop a system for accept-
ing estate gifts. This survey will only take you 30 seconds, but it is very important for 
the planned giving team’s work. Your plans matter to us and we want to hear from 
you! You can cut this survey out and mail it back to the church office, or fill out the 
electronic survey emailed to you by February 5.  



From the Presiding Bishop 

This article was origi-
nally published in the 
January 2021 issue of 
Living Lutheran maga-
zine. 

Dear church, 

We have been living 
with this pandemic for 
nearly a year. So much 

has changed. Bubbles, personal protective 
equipment, social distancing and one-way 
grocery aisles are part of our lexicon and 
everyday experience. Who knew, a year ago, 
that face masks would be advertised as ide-
al stocking stuffers? Our homes have be-
come offices, schools and gyms. Our com-
mutes have been cut down from hours of 
traffic to walking over to the dining room 
table. I do not look forward to the weekly 
summary from my iPhone that tells me how 
many hours a day I am staring at a screen. 

But the pandemic has also revealed the re-
markable resilience and creativity of this 
church. Within weeks of shelter-in-place re-
strictions, thousands of our congregations 
converted to online worship, Bible studies 
and coffee hours. As the economy stuttered 
and people lost jobs, you stepped up the 
work of your food pantries. When kids need-
ed internet access to go to virtual school, 
you became neighborhood hot spots. 

We became more connected. And the gospel 
was heard by people who, in the “Before 
Times,” would never have come to church. 
There is a story about the devil bragging to a 
pastor, saying that the pandemic was the 
devil’s tool to close all the churches—to 

which the pastor replied, “We have opened 
a church in every home.” 

You have been generous. In March and April 
we began to hear concern from our bishops 
about synod ministries. What would happen 
to camps and campus ministries? What 
would happen to congregations that were 
anchors in communities and were already 
stressed before the pandemic? We offered 
Daily Bread grants—$500 from the church-
wide organization/$500 from the local con-
gregation. We hoped that 50 congregations 
might be able to raise the matching funds. 
So far 374 grants have been awarded. Work-
ing with synod bishops we launched the 
COVID-19 Appeal, which is designed to sup-
port key ministries in synods. You stepped 
up and in eight months have given over $1.7 
million. These grants have been distributed 
to ministries in 62 of our 65 synods. 

Now it’s 2021. The pandemic is still with us. 
Yes, there are vaccines and distribution is 
being sorted out. There is an end in sight. 
But now is not the time to let down our 
guard. We’ll keep washing our hands, wear-
ing masks and avoiding crowds. We will do 
this for ourselves and for each other. We will 
respect the disease and give thanks to God 
for the gift of science. And we will continue 
to worship, pray and serve. 

The pandemic has also taught us something 
about ourselves. Though we are physically 
distant, we are connected. Paul put it this 
way in a letter to the Corinthians: “If one 
member suffers, all suffer together with it; if 
one member is honored, all rejoice together 
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“CONNECTED, GENEROUS, FREE TO SERVE” 



with it. Now you are the body of Christ and 
individually members of it” (1 Corinthians 
12:26-27). 

It is our joyful duty to care for one another, 
particularly the most vulnerable. It is an act 
of faithfulness when we limit ourselves so 
that the pandemic is brought to heel. It is an 
act of love when we restrict our travel or 
wear a mask. As Martin Luther pointed out in 
The Freedom of a Christian, it is the freedom 
we have in Christ that makes us servants of 
all. 

There is a model of such self-giving, self-
limiting love. “Let each of you look not to 
your own interests, but to the interests of 
others. Let the same mind be in you that was 
in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the 
form of God, did not regard equality with 
God as something to be exploited, but emp-
tied himself, taking the form of a slave, being 
born in human likeness. And being found in 
human form, he humbled himself and be-
came obedient to the point of death—even 
death on a cross” (Philippians 2:4-8). 

I pray that we all live in such freedom. 

Peace. Be well.  

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton 

(Continued from page 4) 
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OWLS’ First Ever Remote Craft Day 
OWLS group finally experienced their 
Craft Day! There have been a few delays 
for various reasons, but it has come to 
pass. Crafting specialists Doris, Chrissy, 
and Becky approached me a month ago 
about this project. Their intent was to 
take our minds off COVID for a little while 
by doing a new craft. I was assured that it 
would be easy enough for them to trust us 
to put it together with little or no help.  

The girls packed a bag with all the materi-
als needed, including step-by-step in-
structions with pictures. They even in-
cluded their telephone numbers in the 
event that we were unable to do one of 
the steps. Last Saturday the packets were 
delivered to the homes of those who had 
expressed an interest in the project. I 
waited until Sunday afternoon to do 

mine, and was 
happy to be able 
to complete it 
independently. I 
hope that all 
you other OWLS 
were as success-
ful. 

This has been a 
nice diversion 
for those of us 
who are not out 
and about as 
much as before. 
Since we may be social distancing for 
some time to come, there may be another 
craft for us to work on in the future. So be 
on the lookout for more information! 

Elinor Schieman 

Remote COVID craft: 
tabletop calendar stands 
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Ministering to some 700 National Guard and 
Army troops during New York City’s severe 
COVID-19 outbreak might seem daunting. 
But not to Anthony Stephens, an ELCA pastor 
and an Army chaplain. 

Since 2016, Stephens has served as senior 
chaplain to Joint Task Force Empire Shield, 
part of the New York State Division of Military 
and Naval Affairs. The task force protects the 
city’s bridges, airports, tunnels and train sta-
tions from security threats, and has also re-
sponded to the COVID-19 outbreak. 

Stephens helped troops deal with their anxi-
ety over serving on the front lines and possi-
bly contracting the virus. He also counseled 
those with family members or friends who 

were sick, jobless or challenged by other 
hardships. 

“In many ways, there's a feeling of defense-
lessness against this virus,’ Stephens said. 
“We were all exposed before social distanc-
ing, and we can't escape that. There’s a 
sense that you can wash your hands just so 
many times; that we're in God's hands now."  

With a Master of Divinity from Pacific Luther-
an Theological Seminary, Stephens main-
tains a private counseling practice and, as a 
pastor, chaplain and counselor, has minis-
tered to people in parishes, prisons, hospi-
tals, counseling centers and the military. 

Of all his assignments, the closest to his 
heart is his current role as a New York Army 
National Guard chaplain, where he holds the 
rank of major. “Back in seminary, a Navy re-
cruiter showed up and we talked and 
prayed," Stephens said. “I knew I'd be called 
someday to military chaplaincy.’ 

His diverse ministry experiences have 
equipped him to address the troops’ spiritual 
needs. “Nothing that I’ve done in my life has 
been wasted. My experiences have been 
used in sermons, to be less judgmental and 
to give me perspective.” 

Thank you for your generous gifts of Mission 
Support, which made this story of faith in ac-
tion possible. Mission Support is the portion 
of your offering your congregation shares 
with your synod, and your synod shares with 
the churchwide organization. To learn more, 
visit ELCA.org/SOFIA. 

Our Mission Support at Work: Chaplain on the Front Line 

In 2020, we shared 3% ($5,040) of our offerings for Mission Support through 
the Southern Ohio Synod. This is a story of what our Mission Support did. 

https://elca.org/sofia
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For emergency pastoral care, please call the after-
hours line at 513-760-5884. 

If you have requests for the Prayer Chain, call Pen-
ny Huber, 513-931-6420. To remove people from 
the list, contact the office. 

We pray for Mary and her granddaughter Kyra 
(friend of Paul Pieper); Berkeley (Carol Curless’s 
great-grandson); Jeannie Allen (Faith Pirrmann’s 
friend); Pr. Lisa Bernheisel; Louise Barry; Teresa 
Bell (former member); Stephen Black (Kim Coule-
han’s nephew); Bobby (Christian Lohmeier’s 
friend); Nancy Bose (Kathy Hirt’s friend); Brett 
(Kings’ step-nephew); Nicole Bucknam (friend of 
Millers); Jodie Calhoun; Christian; Frances 
Clemons (Portmanns’ friend); Sandy Cordes; Kathy 
Curless; Katie Demopoulos (Diana Hawkins’s 
niece); Dick (Linda Miller’s brother); Jeremy Doan 
(Jean Winkle’s grandson); Jerry Doan (Jean Win-
kle’s son-in-law); Lee Erbeck; Larry Faulkner 
(Freda’s son); Justin Feldman (Bess Sturgill’s fa-
ther); Micki Ford (Fords’ niece); Jeanne Fuller; 
Scarlett Gally (Beth Wernery’s great-niece); Clara 
Garcia (Cindy Mayhugh’s sister); George and Sherry 
(Shirley Harbaugh’s cousins); Nathaniel Gibson 
(Les Eckerle’s step-nephew); Steve Gollehon 
(Elinor Schieman’s cousin); Hannah; Matthew Har-
rison (Seals’ neighbor); Sandy Hatcher (Linda 
Holt’s sister); Elain Heskamp; Richard Hoffman 
(Cindy Mayhugh’s brother); Andrew Horton; Mary 
Ann Hudecki (Linda Miller’s sister), Ellen Hunter 
(Jeni Cathcart’s grandmother); Jo and her daugh-
ter (Jeanne Fuller’s friends); Joan (Penny Huber’s 
friend); Kate (granddaughter of Dennis King’s 
friend); Dennis King; Jay King (son of Jamie King); 
Loretta Kombrink (Marilyn Portmann’s aunt); Lew-
is Laine (Chet Laine’s brother); Richard Lane (Elinor 
Schieman’s nephew); Nelson Langefeld; Ruth 
Lohmeier; Yvonne Lowery (St. Paul Players); Revea 
and Jim Mayhew (Millers’ sister & brother-in-law); 
Carroll Mayhugh Sr. (Carroll Mayhugh’s father); Sa-
mantha Mersch (Mayhughs’ daughter, Sarah 
Papin’s sister); Ann Miller (Millers’ niece); Jessica 
Mink (Donald Harris’s cousin); Doris Minton; Barba-
ra Moorhouse; Jean Nolte; Ervin, Carol, and Jean-
nie Oerther (Portmanns’ sister and family); Ann 
Ohr (Barbara Moorhouse’s cousin); Richard Osborn 

(Betty Pack’s brother); Rosie Osborn (Betty Pack’s 
sister); Eric Papin; Christian & Suzie Pereira 
(Carolyn Koehl’s granddaughter & grandson-in-
law); Richard Peterson (Shirley Harbaugh’s broth-
ers); Don Pflieger (Kings’ brother-in-law); Ginny 
Pape; Linda Perin (Moorhouses’ cousin); Paul Pie-
per; Faith Pirrmann; Pat Popplewell (Dennis King’s 
friend); James Savoy (Jean Winkle’s great-
grandson); Shawn Schnetzer (Sturgills’ cousin); 
Sheila Schultz (Betty Pack’s friend); Shannon and 
Dane (friends of Riddle family); Shear family (Kings’ 
daughter & son-in-law); Kate Sheridan (Kings’ fam-
ily friend); Keith Shupe (father of Kelly Shupe); Ja-
son Simpson (Freda Faulkner’s grand-nephew); 
Patricia Smith (Teresa Bell’s mother); Scott 
Songer; Judy Songer (friends of Jean Winkle); Cros-
ley Spelman (Spelmans’ grandson); Frank Sturgill 
(Jim’s dad); Britney Jean Teems (Jean Winkle’s 
granddaughter); Teresa (friend of Marty Lohmeier); 
Randy Thaman (friend of Marie Calhoun); Geri To-
land (Carole Replogle’s neighbor); Treasure (Les 
Eckerle’s cousin); Ralph Turner (friend of Dennis 
King); Tereasa Vogel (Freda Faulkner’s friend); Jack 
Wagner; Jeanne Wagner; Daryl Wesselman (Betty 
Pack’s granddaughter); Jean Winkle; Susan Winkle 
(Jean Winkle’s daughter-in-law). 

We pray for those with ongoing health concerns 
who are unable to come to church every week: 
Louise Barry, Barbara Moorhouse, Jean Nolte, 
Heather Segar. 

We pray for our armed forces members: Graham 
Barton (Fords’ neighbor); Paul Cordes (Elinor 
Schieman’s grandson); Victoria Derry (Elinor Schie-
man’s great-granddaughter); Jared Forst (Jim and 
Loretta’s grandson); Beau Glenn (Karen Koehl’s 
son-in-law); Kylie Hahn (Gretta Hahn’s grand-
daughter); Donald Hosea (Karen Koehl’s son); 
Samuel McLoughlin (friend of Cindy Sieckman); 
Scott Minton (Doris Minton’s son); Jobeth Ramirez 
(friend of Karen Koehl); Joshua Rodriguez (friend 
of Karen Koehl); Trent Schwegman (cousin to the 
Erbecks and Fords); Dustin Silvey; Mack Thompson 
(Freda Faulkner’s grandson); Alex Wisecup (son of 
Nadine and Barry Wisecup). 

Our Life Together 
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St. Paul 
Lutheran 

Church 
 

Mission  
Statement: 

Christians us-
ing God’s gifts  
helping others 

know him. 

In-Person Worship Feb. 7, Meeting Feb. 14 
As of Jan. 28, Hamilton County’s COVID-19 alert level has 
dropped back down to Level 3 (red). We’ll resume in-person 
worship services on Sunday, Feb. 7, as long as the alert level 
remains below Level 4 (purple). The service will continue to 
be livestreamed for those attending from home—please visit 
stpaulreading.org/worship-broadcast/ for each week’s 
broadcast. 

The Annual Meeting has been rescheduled for Feb. 14 after 
worship, and will also be livestreamed. 

Ohio’s Public Health Advisory System is online at  
coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/public-
health-advisory-system There are more details posted there 
about the alert levels and the data the state looks at to de-
termine each county’s level of risk. 
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STAMP  
HERE 
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Reading, OH 45215 

 
 

Phone:  
513-821-0987 
 
E-mail: 
mail@stpaulreading.org 
 
Website:  
stpaulreading.org 
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