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Advent 1: November 29, 2020 

Gathering 

Prelude: “Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel”  Rudolph Moser  

Opening Hymn: “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn” (v. 1-2) 

 

Confession and Forgiveness (Psalm 80:4-7, 17-19) 

P: Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is sure and 

whose steadfast love endures forever. 

C: Amen. 

P: Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived as God desires. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Loving and forgiving God, 

C:  3 Restore us, O God; 

   let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 

  4 O Lord God of hosts, 

   how long will your anger fume when your people pray? 

  5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; 

   you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 

  6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, 

   and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 

  7 Restore us, O God of hosts; 

   let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 

  17 Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, 

   the one you have made so strong for yourself.  

1 Awake! Awake, and greet the new morn,  
 for angels herald its dawning. 
 Sing out your joy, for soon he is born,  
 behold! the Child of our longing. 
 Come as a baby weak and poor, 
 to bring all hearts together, 
 he opens wide the heav'nly door  
 and lives now inside us forever. 

2 To us, to all in sorrow and fear,  
 Emmanuel comes a-singing, 
 his humble song is quiet and near,  
 yet fills the earth with its ringing; 
 music to heal the broken soul  
 and hymns of lovingkindness, 
 the thunder of his anthems roll  
 to shatter all hatred and blindness. 
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  18 And so will we never turn away from you; 

   give us life, that we may call upon your name. 

  19 Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; 

   let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 

P: People of God, hear this glad news: Almighty God has heard your cries. In the name of 

☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven, you are saved. God’s face shines upon you.  

C: Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection 

awaken us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until the com-

ing of your new day, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

The Word 

Blessing of the Lector 

P: Let us pray. Almighty God, your Word became flesh and dwelled among us. Bless John 

who will now read to us the Scriptures, that your Word may dwell in our hearts and 

wake us to your coming in Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C: Amen. 

First Reading: Isaiah 64:1-9 

 1 O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 

  so that the mountains would quake at your presence— 

 2 as when fire kindles brushwood 

  and the fire causes water to boil— 

 to make your name known to your adversaries, 

  so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 

 3 When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 

  you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 
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 4 From ages past no one has heard, 

  no ear has perceived, 

 no eye has seen any God besides you, 

  who works for those who wait for him. 

 5 You meet those who gladly do right, 

  those who remember you in your ways. 

 But you were angry, and we sinned; 

  because you hid yourself we transgressed. 

 6 We have all become like one who is unclean, 

  and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 

 We all fade like a leaf, 

  and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 

 7 There is no one who calls on your name, 

  or attempts to take hold of you; 

 for you have hidden your face from us, 

  and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 

 8 Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; 

  we are the clay, and you are our potter; 

  we are all the work of your hand. 

 9 Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, 

  and do not remember iniquity forever. 

  Now consider, we are all your people. 

 The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

  4 I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given 

you in Christ Jesus, 5 for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and 

knowledge of every kind—6 just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among 

you—7 so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 8 He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day 

of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 



 

4 

 The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

Music: “Light an Advent Candle” Becki Stagle Mayo  

P: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. You call all nations to walk in 

your light and to seek your ways of justice and peace, for the night is past, and the 

dawn of your coming is near. 

C: Bless us as we light the first candle of this wreath. 

P: Rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our Lord when he comes and wel-

come him into our hearts and homes, for he is our light and our salvation. 

C: Blessed be God forever. Amen. 

The Holy Gospel: Mark 13:24-37  

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 13th chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus said: 24 “In those days, after that suffering,  

 the sun will be darkened, 

  and the moon will not give its light, 

 25 and the stars will be falling from heaven, 

  and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
26 Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. 27 Then he 

will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth 

to the ends of heaven. 

  28 “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth 

its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29 So also, when you see these things taking place, 

you know that he is near, at the very gates. 30 Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass 

away until all these things have taken place. 31 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words 

will not pass away. 

  32 “But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but 

only the Father. 33 Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. 34 It is 

like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with 

his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 35 Therefore, keep awake—for 
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you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or 

at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36 or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37 And 

what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon 

Sermon 

Silence for reflection and meditation 

Hymn of the Day: “Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying” 

 

 

1 Wake, awake, for night is flying, 
 the watchmen on the heights are crying; 
 awake, Jerusalem, at last. 
 Midnight hears the welcome voices, 
 and at the thrilling cry rejoices: 
 “Come forth, you maidens! Night is past. 
 The bridegroom comes! Awake; 
 your lamps with gladness take!” 
 Alleluia!  
 Prepare yourselves to meet the Lord, 
 whose light has stirred the waiting guard. 

2 Zion hears the watchmen singing, 
 and in her heart new joy is springing. 
 She wakes, she rises from her gloom, 
 for her Lord comes down all-glorious, 
 the strong in grace, in truth victorious. 
 Her star is ris’n; her light is come. 
 Oh, come, you Blessed One, 
 Lord Jesus, God’s own Son. 
 Sing hosanna!  
 We go until the halls we view 
 where you have bid us dine with you. 

3 Now let all the heav’ns adore you, 
 and saints and angels sing before you. 
 The harps and cymbals all unite. 
 Of one pearl each shining portal, 
 where, dwelling with the choir immortal, 
 we gather round your dazzling light. 
 No eye has seen, no ear 
 has yet been trained to hear, 
 what joy is ours!  
 Crescendos rise; your halls resound; 
 hosannas blend in cosmic sound. 
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Thanksgiving for Service: Capital Campaign Committee 

P: A reading from John: Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will 

never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.” (John 8:12) 

 Dear Doug, Mark, Jim, Pat, Barry, Nelson, and Janet:  

 You have been a source of light and renewal in this congregation. You have served on 

our Capital Campaign Committee, and under your leadership over the past three years, 

God provided abundantly for our congregation!  

 Together, you accomplished:  

  Over $149,000 raised for needed projects at church.  

  parsonage fence 

  parsonage doors and windows 

  special landscaping on the East lawn 

  new boiler 

  newly painted narthex and sanctuary 

  replaced sanctuary chandelier light bulbs 

  organ repairs and upgrades 

  new flooring and carpeting in the sanctuary 

 In holy baptism our Lord Jesus Christ received you and made you members of his 

church. When you came to this congregation, we rejoiced to welcome you into the mis-

sion we share as the people of God. In this community you have come to know and to 

share in God’s loving purpose for you and for all creation. God has blessed you in this 

community, and God has blessed us through you. 

 For your willingness to serve,  

 For your passion for the ministry of St. Paul Lutheran Church,  

 And for your dedication to the Gospel, 

C: We give thanks. 

P: We encourage you to continue to receive and share God’s gifts among us, united to-

gether in the body of Christ and the mission we share. 

 Let us pray.  

 Gracious God, we thank you for the work and witness of your servants, Janet, Nelson, 

Barry, Pat, Jim, Mark, and Doug, who have enriched this congregation and generously 
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shared their gifts with us in the spirit of love. Now bless and preserve them at this time 

of transition. Day by day, guide them and give them what is needed, joy to cheer their 

way, and a clear vision of that to which you are now calling them through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

Blessing of Capital Campaign Projects for God’s Glory 

P: Friends in Christ: Today we give thanks to God and we seek God’s blessing as we bless 

the capital campaign projects, especially the organ, lighting, boiler, and sanctuary floor-

ing to the praise and glory of God. 

The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray. 

 Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. You made the whole earth for 

your glory; all creation praises you. We lift our voices to join the songs of heaven and 

earth, of things seen and unseen. You stretched out the heavens like a tent; you divided 

the day from the night; you appointed times and seasons for work and rest, for tearing 

down and building up. You blessed your people through all generations and guided 

them in life and death: Abraham and Sarah; Moses and Miriam; Isaiah and all the 

prophets; Mary, mother of our Lord; Peter, James, John, and all the apostles; and all the 

saints and witnesses in your church of ages past, in whom your Spirit spoke and moved. 

 We give you thanks, O God, as we bless the new flooring, the organ, the lighting, and 

the boiler to your glory and praise. As the boiler warms this church, make our congrega-

tion a source of light and healing in our neighborhood, city, and surrounding communi-

ties. As we worship you in this sanctuary, grant that everyone who walks on these 

floors, reads your Word under these lights, and sings your praises accompanied by this 

organ might follow you, never walk in darkness, and have the light of life. You have pro-

vided so abundantly for us, now turn our hearts and minds to our neighbors. Grant us 

faith to know your gracious purpose in all things, give us joy in them, and lead us to the 

building up of your kingdom; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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Special Music for Organ Blessing 

Variations on Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of Creation  

The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

 and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic Church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers of Intercession 

After each petition: 

A: Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

The Peace 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

C: And also with you. 
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Offering Prayer 

Please stand as you are able.  

A: God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with 

them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the 

coming of your Son, Emmanuel, God with us.  

C: Amen. 

The Meal 

The Great Thanksgiving  

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 

it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this 

for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 

of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
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 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

P: Even as we watch and wait, Christ is here. Come, eat and drink. 

 The Body of Christ, broken for you. 

 The Blood of Christ, shed for you. 

All eat bread and drink wine or juice at their seat. 

Communion Song: “What Feast of Love” (v. 1, 3) 

 

Table Blessing 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C: Amen.  

Prayer after Communion 

A: God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of the day when the hungry 

will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim 

the greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ,  our Savior and Lord.  

C: Amen. 

1 What feast of love is offered here, 
 what banquet come from heaven? 
 What food of everlasting life, 
 what gracious gift is given? 
 This, this is Christ the king, 
 the bread come down from heaven. 
 Oh, taste and see and sing! 
 How sweet the manna given! 

3 What wine of love is offered here, 
 what crimson drink from heaven? 
 What stream of everlasting life, 
 what precious blood is given? 
 This, this is Christ the king, 
 the sweetest wine of heaven. 
 Oh, taste and see and sing! 
 The Son of God is given! 
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Sending 

Blessing 

P: The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, the long-expected Savior fill you 

with love, the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, ☩ now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Closing Hymn: “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn” (v. 3-4) 

 

Dismissal 

A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

Postlude: “Lift Up Your Hearts” Flor Peeters 

3 In darkest night his coming shall be,  
 when all the world is despairing, 
 as morning light so quiet and free,  
 so warm and gentle and caring. 
 Then shall the mute break forth in song,  
 the lame shall leap in wonder, 
 the weak be raised above the strong,  
 and weapons be broken asunder. 

4 Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night,  
 though dark the winter and cheerless, 
 the rising sun shall crown you with light,  
 be strong and loving and fearless. 
 Love be our song and love our prayer  
 and love our endless story; 
 may God fill ev'ry day we share  
 and bring us at last into glory. 
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Worship Leaders 

The Rev. Emily Beckering, Pastor 

Kris Keith, Music Director 

Kate Wollenburg, Organist 

Noah Moorhouse, Assisting Minister 

John Cathcart, Reader 

Copyright Notices: 

“Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn”: Text and music © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., 

7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. 

“What Feast of Love”: Text © 1993 Delores Dufner, published by OCP Publications, 5536 NE 

Hassalo, Portland OR 97213. All rights reserved. 

Music used by permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726103. 

 

Thank you for worshiping with us today. 

To give your offering through our website, please visit stpaulreading.org/online-giving/ 
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Our Life Together 

For emergency pastoral care, please call the after-hours line at 513-760-5884. 

If you have requests for the Prayer Chain, call Penny Huber, 513-931-6420. To remove people 

from the list, contact the office. 

We pray for Mary and her granddaughter Kyra (friend of Paul Pieper); Berkeley (Carol Cur-

less’s great-grandson); Pr. Lisa Bernheisel; Louise Barry; Teresa Bell (former member); Ste-

phen Black (Kim Coulehan’s nephew); Bobby (Christian Lohmeier’s friend); Nancy Bose (Kathy 

Hirt’s friend); Brett (Kings’ step-nephew); Jodie Calhoun; Christian; Frances Clemons 

(Portmanns’ friend); Kathy Curless; Katie Demopoulos (Diana Hawkins’s niece); Dick (Linda 

Miller’s brother); Jeremy Doan (Jean Winkle’s grandson); Jerry Doan (Jean Winkle’s son-in-

law); Lee Erbeck; Larry Faulkner (Freda’s son); Justin Feldman (Bess Sturgill’s father); Micki 

Ford (Fords’ niece); Jeanne Fuller; Scarlett Gally (Beth Wernery’s great-niece); Clara Garcia 

(Cindy Mayhugh’s sister); George and Sherry (Shirley Harbaugh’s cousins); Nathaniel Gibson 

(Les Eckerle’s step-nephew); Hannah; Matthew Harrison (Seals’ neighbor); Sandy Hatcher 

(Linda Holt’s sister); Elain Heskamp; Richard Hoffman (Cindy Mayhugh’s brother); Andrew 

Horton; Mary Ann Hudecki (Linda Miller’s sister), Ellen Hunter (Jeni Cathcart’s grandmother); 

Jo and her daughter (Jeanne Fuller’s friends); Joan (Penny Huber’s friend); Kate 

(granddaughter of Dennis King’s friend); Dennis King; Jay King (son of Jamie King); Loretta 

Kombrink (Marilyn Portmann’s aunt); Lewis Laine (Chet Laine’s brother); Richard Lane (Elinor 

Schieman’s nephew); Nelson Langefeld; Yvonne Lowery (St. Paul Players); Carroll Mayhugh 

Sr. (Carroll Mayhugh’s father); Samantha Mersch (Mayhughs’ daughter, Sarah Papin’s sister); 

Jessica Mink (Donald Harris’s cousin); Doris Minton; Barbara Moorhouse; Jean Nolte; Ervin 

Oerther (Portmanns’ brother-in-law); Ann Ohr (Barbara Moorhouse’s cousin); Richard Os-

born (Betty Pack’s brother); Rosie Osborn (Betty Pack’s sister); Eric Papin; Christian & Suzie 

Pereira (Carolyn Koehl’s granddaughter & grandson-in-law); Richard Peterson (Shirley Har-

baugh’s brothers); Don Pflieger (Kings’ brother-in-law); Ginny Pape; Linda Perin 

(Moorhouses’ cousin); Paul Pieper; Faith Pirrmann; Pat Popplewell (Dennis King’s friend); 

James Savoy (Jean Winkle’s great-grandson); Shawn Schnetzer (Sturgills’ cousin); Sheila 

Schultz (Betty Pack’s friend); Brenda Schumacher (Marilyn Portmann’s friend); Shannon and 

Dane (friends of Riddle family); Kate Sheridan (Kings’ family friend); Keith Shupe (father of 

Kelly Shupe); Jason Simpson (Freda Faulkner’s grand-nephew); Patricia Smith (Teresa Bell’s 

mother); Scott Songer; Judy Songer (friends of Jean Winkle); Crosley Spelman (Spelmans’ 

grandson); Frank Sturgill (Jim’s dad); Britney Jean Teems (Jean Winkle’s granddaughter); Te-
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resa (friend of Marty Lohmeier); Randy Thaman (friend of Marie Calhoun); Geri Toland 

(Carole Replogle’s neighbor); Treasure (Les Eckerle’s cousin); Ralph Turner (friend of Dennis 

King); Tereasa Vogel (Freda Faulkner’s friend); Jack Wagner; Jeanne Wagner; Daryl Wessel-

man (Betty Pack’s granddaughter); Jean Winkle; Susan Winkle (Jean Winkle’s daughter-in-

law). 

We pray for those with ongoing health concerns who are unable to come to church every 

week: Louise Barry, Barbara Moorhouse, Jean Nolte, Heather Segar. 

At the death of: Jack Moorhouse 

We pray for our armed forces members: Graham Barton (Fords’ neighbor); Paul Cordes 

(Elinor Schieman’s grandson); Victoria Derry (Elinor Schieman’s great-granddaughter); Jared 

Forst (Jim and Loretta’s grandson); Beau Glenn (Karen Koehl’s son-in-law); Kylie Hahn (Gretta 

Hahn’s granddaughter); Donald Hosea (Karen Koehl’s son); Samuel McLoughlin (friend of Cin-

dy Sieckman); Scott Minton (Doris Minton’s son); Jobeth Ramirez (friend of Karen Koehl); 

Joshua Rodriguez (friend of Karen Koehl); Trent Schwegman (cousin to the Erbecks and 

Fords); Dustin Silvey; Mack Thompson (Freda Faulkner’s grandson); Alex Wisecup (son of Na-

dine and Barry Wisecup). 

Sunday, November 29: 1st Sunday of Advent 

10:30 am Worship (in-person and 

livestreamed) 

4 pm Virtual Sunday School 

Tuesday, December 1 

4 pm Bible Study on Zoom  

7 pm Council Meeting (Zoom) 

Wednesday, December 2 

6:30 pm Bell Choir 

Thursday, December 3 

7 pm Worship & Music Committee (Zoom) 

Sunday, December 6: 2nd Sunday of Advent 

10:30 am Worship (in-person and 

livestreamed) 

4 pm Zoom Fellowship Time 

Tuesday, December 8 

4 pm Bible Study on Zoom  

Wednesday, December 9 

6:30 pm Bell Choir 

Upcoming Events 


