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23 Pentecost: November 8, 2020 

Gathering 

Prelude: “Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying” 

Opening Hymn: “You Are the Way” 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, in whose image we are made, who claims us 

and calls us beloved. 

C: Amen. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Holy One, 

C: we confess that we are not awake for you. We are not faithful in using your gifts. We 

forget the least of our siblings. We do not see your beautiful image in one another. 

We are infected by sin that divides your beloved community. Open our hearts to your 

coming, open our eyes to see you in our neighbor, open our hands to serve your crea-

tion. Amen. 

P: Beloved, we are God’s children, and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us. 

Through ☩ Jesus you are forgiven, by Jesus you are welcome, in Jesus you are called to 

rejoice! Let us live in the promises prepared for us from the foundation of the world. 

C: Amen. 

 

1 You are the way; through you alone 
 can we the Father find; 
 in you, O Christ, has God revealed 
 his heart, his will, his mind! 

3 You are the life; the rending tomb 
 proclaims your conqu’ring arm; 
 and those who put their trust in you 
 not death nor hell shall harm. 

2 You are the truth; your word alone 
 true wisdom can impart; 
 you only can inform the mind 
 and purify the heart. 

4 You are the way, the truth, the life; 
 grant us that way to know, 
 that truth to keep, that life to win, 
 whose joys eternal flow. 
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Prayer of the Day 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray. O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the words 

of your Son. Give us the light we need, and awaken us to the needs of others, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

C: Amen. 

The Word 

Blessing of the Lector 

P: Let us pray. Almighty God, you rule over the whole universe. Bless Sherry, who will read 

to us the scriptures so that you might also reign in our hearts through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

C: Amen. 

First Reading: Amos 5:18-24 

 18 Alas for you who desire the day of the Lord! 

  Why do you want the day of the Lord? 

 It is darkness, not light; 

  19 as if someone fled from a lion, 

  and was met by a bear; 

 or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall, 

  and was bitten by a snake. 

 20 Is not the day of the Lord darkness, not light, 

  and gloom with no brightness in it? 

 21 I hate, I despise your festivals, 

  and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 

 22 Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, 

  I will not accept them; 

 and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals 

  I will not look upon. 

 23 Take away from me the noise of your songs; 

  I will not listen to the melody of your harps. 
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 24 But let justice roll down like waters, 

  and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.  

 The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

13 We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so 

that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14 For since we believe that Jesus 

died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. 
15 For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until 

the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died. 16 For the Lord him-

self, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, 

will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive, who 

are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so 

we will be with the Lord forever. 18 Therefore encourage one another with these words. 

  The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

The Holy Gospel: Matthew 25:1-13 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 25th chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus said to the disciples: 1 “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids 

took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish, and five were 

wise. 3 When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; 4 but the wise took 

flasks of oil with their lamps. 5 As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy 

and slept. 6 But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to 

meet him.’ 7 Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. 8 The foolish said to 

the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9 But the wise replied, ‘No! 

there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some 

for yourselves.’ 10 And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were 

ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. 11 Later the other 

bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12 But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do 

not know you.’ 13 Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”  
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P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon 

Sermon 

Silence for reflection and meditation 

Hymn of the Day: “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Rejoice, rejoice, believers, 
 and let your lights appear; 
 the evening is advancing, 
 and darker night is near. 
 The bridegroom is arising 
 and soon is drawing nigh. 
 Up, pray and watch and wrestle; 
 at midnight comes the cry. 

3 The saints, who here in patience 
 their cross and suff'rings bore, 
 shall live and reign forever 
 when sorrow is no more. 
 Around the throne of glory 
 the Lamb they shall behold; 
 in triumph cast before him 
 their diadems of gold. 

2 The watchers on the mountain 
 proclaim the bridegroom near; 
 go forth as he approaches 
 with alleluias clear. 
 The marriage feast is waiting; 
 the gates wide open stand. 
 Arise, O heirs of glory; 
 the bridegroom is at hand. 

4 Our hope and expectation, 
 O Jesus, now appear; 
 arise, O Sun so longed for, 
 o'er this benighted sphere. 
 With hearts and hands uplifted, 
 we plead, O Lord, to see 
 the day of earth's redemption 
 that sets your people free! 
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The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

 and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic Church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Installation of Custodian 

L: After prayerful deliberation, we, of St. Paul Lutheran Church, have appointed  

Denny Niefield to serve in the position of Custodian. 

P: Denny, in the presence of this assembly will you commit yourself to this new trust and 

responsibility, in the confidence that it comes from God? 

Response: I will, and I ask God to help and guide me. 

P: Will you carry out this ministry in accordance with the holy Scriptures and with the con-

fessions of the Lutheran church and in harmony with the constitutions of the Evangeli-

cal Lutheran Church in America? 

Response: I will, and I ask God to help and guide me. 

P: Will you be diligent in your study of the holy scriptures and faithful in your use of the 

means of grace and in prayer? 

Response: I will, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
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P: Trusting in God’s care, will you seek to grow in love for those you serve, to be a good 

steward of the property of this congregation, to strive for excellence in your skills, and 

to adorn the gospel of Jesus Christ with a godly life? 

Response: I will, and I ask God to help me. 

P: Almighty God, who has given you the will to do these things, graciously give you the 

strength and compassion to perform them. 

C: Amen. 

P: People of God, will you receive Denny into this ministry as one sent to serve in the 

church of Jesus Christ? 

C: We will, and we ask God to help and guide us. 

P: Will you pray for him, help and honor him for his work’s sake, and in all things strive to 

live together in the peace and unity of Christ? 

C: We will, and we ask God to help and guide us. 

P: Denny, I now declare you installed as Custodian of St. Paul Lutheran Church. Almighty 

God bless you, and direct your days and your deeds in peace, that you may be a faithful 

servant of Christ. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us pray. Gracious God, as you have called workers to varied tasks in the world and in 

your church and appointed us as stewards of your good creation, so you have called 

Denny to this ministry. Grant him joy and a spirit of bold trust, that his work may stir up 

each of us to a life of fruitful service; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

C: Amen. 

Celebration of Anniversary of Sobriety 

P: Today we give thanks to God at Denny’s two-year anniversary of sobriety.  

 A reading from Philippians: “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your 

gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in 

everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 

known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard 
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your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”  Denny, there is much about which for us to 

rejoice with you and Joy! Almighty God, who has freed you from addiction, will guard 

and keep your heart and mind in Christ Jesus! Let us pray. 

 God of Resurrection, we rejoice in you always, and we praise you for bringing Denny 

and his family in safety through this year. Continue to strengthen and to heal Denny, 

Joy, and their family. Give them the grace to accept with serenity the things that cannot 

be changed, courage to change the things that should be changed, and the wisdom to 

distinguish one from the other; living one day at a time, enjoying one moment at a 

time, accepting hardship as a pathway to peace, taking, as Jesus did, this sinful world as 

it is, not as we would have it; trusting that you will make all things right, if we surrender 

to your will; so that we may be reasonably happy in this life, and supremely happy with 

you forever in the next with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

C: Amen. 

The Prayers of Intercession 

After each petition: 

A: Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

The Peace 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

C: And also with you. 

Testimony Carolyn Koehl 

Offering Prayer 

P: God of all goodness, generations have turned to you, gathered around your table, and 

shared your abundant blessings. Number us among them that, as we gather these gifts 

from your abundance, and give thanks for your rich blessings, we may feast upon your 

very self and care for all that you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and 

Servant. 

C: Amen. 
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The Meal 

The Great Thanksgiving  

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the for-

giveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
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Invitation to Communion 

P: There is a place for you at the banquet. Come and feast at Jesus’ table. 

 The Body of Christ, broken for you. 

 The Blood of Christ, shed for you. 

All eat bread and drink wine or juice at their seat. 

Communion Song: “Come, Let Us Eat” 

 

Table Blessing 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C: Amen.   

Prayer after Communion 

P: Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a banquet. Sustain us on the journey, 

strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children, and give us glad and gener-

ous hearts as we meet you on the way. 

C: Amen. 

1 Come, let us eat, for now the feast is  
 spread, 

 Come, let us eat, for now the feast is  
  spread. 
 Our Lord’s body let us take together, 
 Our Lord’s body let us take together. 

2 Come, let us drink, for now the wine is  
  poured, 
 Come, let us drink, for now the wine is  
  poured. 
 Jesus’ blood poured let us drink together, 
 Jesus’ blood poured let us drink together. 

3 In his presence now we meet and rest, 
 In his presence now we meet and rest. 
 In the presence of our Lord we gather, 
 In the presence of our Lord we gather. 

4 Rise, then, to spread abroad God’s  
  mighty Word, 
 Rise, then, to spread abroad God’s  
  mighty Word. 
 Jesus risen will bring in the Kingdom, 
 Jesus risen will bring in the Kingdom. 
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 Sending 

Blessing 

P: May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls us 

beloved, who strengthens us for service, give you reason to rejoice and be glad!  

 The blessing of God, Sovereign,☩ Savior, and Spirit, be with you today and always. 

C: Amen. 

Closing Hymn: “Day by Day” 

 

Dismissal 

A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

Postlude: “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” 

1 Day by day, your mercies, Lord, attend me, 
 bringing comfort to my anxious soul. 
 Day by day, the blessings, Lord, you send me 
 draw me nearer to my heav’nly goal. 
 Love divine, beyond all mortal measure, 
 brings to naught the burdens of my quest; 
 Savior, lead me to the home I treasure, 
 where at last I’ll find eternal rest. 

2 Day by day, I know you will provide me 
 strength to serve and wisdom to obey; 
 I will seek your loving will to guide me 
 o’er the paths I struggle day by day. 
 I will fear no evil of the morrow, 
 I will trust in your enduring grace. 
 Savior, help me bear life’s pain and sorrow 
 till in glory I behold your face. 

3 Oh, what joy to know that you are near me 
 when my burdens grow too great to bear; 
 oh, what joy to know that you will hear me 
 when I come, O Lord, to you in prayer. 
 Day by day, no matter what betide me, 
 you will hold me ever in your hand. 
 Savior, with your presence here to guide me, 
 I will reach at last the promised land. 
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Worship Leaders 

The Rev. Emily Beckering, Pastor 

Kris Keith, Music Director 

Kate Wollenburg, Organist 

Terry McDowell, Assisting Minister 

Sherry Bronner, Reader 

 

Copyright Notices: 

“Come, Let Us Eat”: Text ©1978 Billema Kwillia, admin. Augsburg Fortress Publishers. Music 

©1972 Billema Kwillia, admin. Augsburg Fortress Publishers. 

“Day by Day”: Text ©1992, Augsburg Fortress Publishers. 

Music used by permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726103. 

 

Thank you for worshiping with us today. 

To give your offering through our website, please visit stpaulreading.org/online-giving/ 



 

12 

Our Life Together 

For emergency pastoral care, please call the after-hours line at 513-760-5884. 

If you have requests for the Prayer Chain, call Penny Huber, 513-931-6420. To remove people 

from the list, contact the office. 

We pray for Mary and her granddaughter Kyra (friend of Paul Pieper); Berkeley (Carol Cur-

less’s great-grandson); Pr. Lisa Bernheisel; Louise Barry; Teresa Bell (former member); Ste-

phen Black (Kim Coulehan’s nephew); Bobby (Christian Lohmeier’s friend); Nancy Bose (Kathy 

Hirt’s friend); Brett (Kings’ step-nephew); Jodie Calhoun; Christian; Frances Clemons 

(Portmanns’ friend); Kathy Curless; Katie Demopoulos (Diana Hawkins’s niece); Dick (Linda 

Miller’s brother); Jeremy Doan (Jean Winkle’s grandson); Jerry Doan (Jean Winkle’s son-in-

law); Eckerle and Wuestefeld families; Lee Erbeck; Larry Faulkner (Freda’s son); Justin Feld-

man (Bess Sturgill’s father); Ben Ferguson (Les Eckerle’s cousin); Micki Ford (Fords’ niece); 

Jeanne Fuller; Scarlett Gally (Beth Wernery’s great-niece); Clara Garcia (Cindy Mayhugh’s sis-

ter); George and Sherry (Shirley Harbaugh’s cousins); Nathaniel Gibson (Les Eckerle’s step-

nephew); Hannah; Matthew Harrison (Seals’ neighbor); Sandy Hatcher (Linda Holt’s sister); 

Elain Heskamp; Richard Hoffman (Cindy Mayhugh’s brother); Andrew Horton; Mary Ann 

Hudecki (Linda Miller’s sister), Ellen Hunter (Jeni Cathcart’s grandmother); Jo and her daugh-

ter (Jeanne Fuller’s friends); Joan (Penny Huber’s friend); Kate (granddaughter of Dennis 

King’s friend); Dennis King; Jay King (son of Jamie King); Loretta Kombrink (Marilyn Port-

mann’s aunt); Lewis Laine (Chet Laine’s brother); Richard Lane (Elinor Schieman’s nephew); 

Nelson Langefeld; Yvonne Lowery (St. Paul Players); Carroll Mayhugh Sr. (Carroll Mayhugh’s 

father); Samantha Mersch (Mayhughs’ daughter, Sarah Papin’s sister); Jessica Mink (Donald 

Harris’s cousin); Doris Minton; Barbara and Jack Moorhouse; Jean Nolte; Ervin Oerther 

(Portmanns’ brother-in-law); Ann Ohr (Barbara Moorhouse’s cousin); Richard Osborn (Betty 

Pack’s brother); Rosie Osborn (Betty Pack’s sister); Eric Papin; Christian & Suzie Pereira 

(Carolyn Koehl’s granddaughter & grandson-in-law); Richard Peterson (Shirley Harbaugh’s 

brothers); Don Pflieger (Kings’ brother-in-law); Ginny Pape; Linda Perin (Moorhouses’ 

cousin); Paul Pieper; Faith Pirrmann; Pat Popplewell (Dennis King’s friend); James Savoy 

(Jean Winkle’s great-grandson); Shawn Schnetzer (Sturgills’ cousin); Sheila Schultz (Betty 

Pack’s friend); Brenda Schumacher (Marilyn Portmann’s friend); Shannon and Dane (friends 

of Riddle family); Kate Sheridan (Kings’ family friend); Keith Shupe (father of Kelly Shupe); Ja-

son Simpson (Freda Faulkner’s grand-nephew); Patricia Smith (Teresa Bell’s mother); Scott 

Songer; Judy Songer (friends of Jean Winkle); Crosley Spelman (Spelmans’ grandson);  
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Frank Sturgill (Jim’s dad); Britney Jean Teems (Jean Winkle’s granddaughter); Teresa (friend 

of Marty Lohmeier); Randy Thaman (friend of Marie Calhoun); Michael Theiss (Cindy May-

hugh’s cousin); Geri Toland (Carole Replogle’s neighbor); Treasure (Les Eckerle’s cousin); 

Ralph Turner (friend of Dennis King); Tereasa Vogel (Freda Faulkner’s friend); Jack Wagner; 

Jeanne Wagner; Daryl Wesselman (Betty Pack’s granddaughter); Jean Winkle; Susan Winkle 

(Jean Winkle’s daughter-in-law). 

At the death of: Jack Spelman. 

We pray for those with ongoing health concerns who are unable to come to church every 

week: Louise Barry, Jack and Barbara Moorhouse, Jean Nolte, Heather Segar. 

We pray for our armed forces members: Graham Barton (Fords’ neighbor); Paul Cordes 

(Elinor Schieman’s grandson); Victoria Derry (Elinor Schieman’s great-granddaughter); Jared 

Forst (Jim and Loretta’s grandson); Beau Glenn (Karen Koehl’s son-in-law); Kylie Hahn (Gretta 

Hahn’s granddaughter); Donald Hosea (Karen Koehl’s son); Samuel McLoughlin (friend of Cin-

dy Sieckman); Scott Minton (Doris Minton’s son); Jobeth Ramirez (friend of Karen Koehl); 

Joshua Rodriguez (friend of Karen Koehl); Trent Schwegman (cousin to the Erbecks and 

Fords); Dustin Silvey; Mack Thompson (Freda Faulkner’s grandson); Alex Wisecup (son of Na-

dine and Barry Wisecup). 

Sunday, November 8: 23 Pentecost 

10:30 am Worship (in-person and 

livestreamed) 

4:00 pm Zoom Fellowship Hour 

Tuesday, November 10 

4:00 pm Bible Study on Zoom  

Wednesday, November 11 

6:30 pm Bell Choir 

7 pm Council Meeting 

 

Sunday, November 15: 24 Pentecost 

**Appeal Commitment Sunday** 

10:30 am Worship (in-person and 

livestreamed) 

After Worship: Quarterly Congregational 

Meeting 

4:00 pm Virtual Sunday School 

Tuesday, November 17 

4:00 pm Bible Study on Zoom  

Wednesday, November 18 

6:30 pm Bell Choir 

Upcoming Events 


