Reformation Sunday: October 25, 2020
Gathering
Prelude
Opening Anthem and Hymn
“God Is Our Refuge and Strength” / “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”
1 A mighty fortress is our God,
a bulwark never failing;
our helper he, amid the flood
of mortal ills prevailing.
For still our ancient foe
does seek to work us woe;
his craft and power are great,
and armed with cruel hate,
on earth is not his equal.

3 And though this world, with devils filled,
should threaten to undo us,
we will not fear, for God has willed
his truth to triumph through us.
The prince of darkness grim,
we tremble not for him;
his rage we can endure,
for lo! his doom is sure;
one little word shall fell him.

2 Did we in our own strength confide,
our striving would be losing,
were not the right Man on our side,
the Man of God's own choosing.
You ask who that may be?
Christ Jesus, it is he;
Lord Sabaoth his name,
from age to age the same;
and he must win the battle.

4 That Word above all earthly powers
no thanks to them abideth;
the Spirit and the gifts are ours
through him who with us sideth.
Let goods and kindred go,
this mortal life also;
the body they may kill:
God's truth abideth still;
his kingdom is forever!

Confession and Forgiveness
P:

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all
of creation.

C:

Amen.

P:

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.
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P:

Faithful God,

C:

have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass judgment on one
another before examining ourselves. We place our own needs before those of our
neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. Make us humble, cast away
our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

P:

God has not dealt with us according to our sins, nor repaid us according to our iniquities. For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is God's steadfast love for
those who revere Him. As far as the east is from the west, so far has God removed our
transgressions from us. Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. Go and
offer forgiveness in Jesus’ name.

C:

Amen.

Prayer of the Day
P:

The Lord be with you.

C:

And also with you.

P:

Let us pray. Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the
church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all
enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

C:

Amen.

The Word
Blessing of the Lector
P:

Let us pray. Gracious God, we do not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes
from you. Bless Kathy, who will read to us the scriptures. Make us hunger for the Word
of life, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C:

Amen.
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First Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34
31

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house
of Israel and the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant
that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. 33 But this is the covenant that I
will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within
them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.
34
No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall
all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.
The word of the Lord.
C:

Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: Romans 3:19-28
19

Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that
every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For
“no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the
law comes the knowledge of sin.
21
But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by
the law and the prophets, 22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who
believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God;24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith.
He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over
the sins previously committed; 26 it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.
27
Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by
the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed
by the law.
The word of the Lord.
C:

Thanks be to God.
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The Holy Gospel: John 8:31-36
P:

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 8th chapter.

C:

Glory to you, O Lord.

31

Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly
my disciples; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33 They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What
do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”
34
Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin.
35
The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36 So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”
P:

The Gospel of the Lord.

C:

Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Sermon
Sermon
Silence for reflection and meditation

Hymn of the Day: “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word”
1 Lord, keep us steadfast in your word;
curb those who by deceit or sword
would wrest the kingdom from your Son
and bring to naught all he has done.

2 Lord Jesus Christ, your pow'r make known,
for you are Lord of lords alone;
defend your holy church, that we
may sing your praise eternally.

3 O Comforter of priceless worth,
send peace and unity on earth;
support us in our final strife
and lead us out of death to life.

Affirmation of Baptism: Welcoming New Members
P:

4

Dear friends, on this day when we celebrate that we are saved by grace through faith in
Jesus Christ, which is kindled in us by the Holy Spirit, we give thanks for these sisters
and brothers, one with us in the body of Christ, who are making public affirmation of
their baptism and joining our life and ministry in Christ at St. Paul Lutheran Church.

Noah Moorhouse + Matthew Mueller + Kris Keith + Kate Wollenburg + Kathryn Keith
Let us pray. Merciful God, we thank you for these sisters and brothers whom you have
made your own by water and the Word in baptism. You have called them to yourself,
enlightened them with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished them in the community of
faith. Uphold your servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of
all whom you have brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ.
C:

Amen.

Profession of Faith
P:

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the
Church.

P:

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?

C:

I renounce them.

P:

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?

C:

I renounce them.

P:

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?

C:

I renounce them.

P:

Do you believe in God the Father?

C:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

P:

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

C:

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again;
He ascended into heaven,
He is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
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P:

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

C:

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Address and Questions
P:

Our sisters and brothers in Christ: you have made public profession of your faith. In
baptism, we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in the mission of
God. We are called to live among God’s faithful people, to hear the word of God and
share in the Lord’s supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word
and deed, to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice
and peace in all the earth. Do you intend to continue in the covenant God made with
you in your baptism among God’s people in this place?

New Members: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.
P:

People of God, do you promise to support and pray for these sisters and brothers in
their life in Christ?

C:

We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

P:

Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give
us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in these sisters and
brothers the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit
of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy
in your presence, both now and forever.

C:

Amen.

Welcome
A:

Let us welcome these brothers and sisters in Christ to this community of faith.

C:

We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give thanks and praise to
God and proclaim the good news to all the world.
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The Prayers of Intercession
After each petition:

A:

Lord, in your mercy,

C:

Hear our prayer.

The Peace
P:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C:

And also with you.

Testimony: Donald Harris “New Life in Christ because of St. Paul’s”
Offering Prayer
A:

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your
good creation. Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and
drink, and send us forth to set tables in the midst of a suffering world, through the
bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C:

Amen.

The Meal
The Great Thanksgiving
P:

The Lord be with you.

C:

And also with you.

P:

Lift up your hearts.

C:

We lift them to the Lord.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C:

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P:

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
P:

Through his body and blood, the son has made you free, so you are free indeed.
The Body of Christ, broken for you.
The Blood of Christ, shed for you.

All eat bread and drink wine or juice at their seat.
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Communion Song: “O Lord, We Praise You”
1 O Lord, we praise you, bless you,
and adore you,
in thanksgiving bow before you.
Here with your body and your blood
you nourish
our weak souls that they may flourish.
O Lord, have mercy!
May your body, Lord, born of Mary,
that our sins and sorrows did carry,
and your blood for us plead
in all trial, fear, and need:
O Lord, have mercy!

2 Your holy body into death was given,
life to win for us in heaven.
No greater love than this to you could
bind us;
may this feast of that remind us!
O Lord, have mercy!
Lord, your kindness so much did move you
that your blood now moves us to love you.
All our debt you have paid;
peace with God once more is made.
O Lord, have mercy!

3 May God bestow on us his grace and favor
to please him with our behavior
and live together here in love and union,
nor repent this blest communion.
O Lord, have mercy!
Let not your good Spirit forsake us,
but that heav’nly-minded he make us;
give your church, Lord, to see
days of peace and unity.
O Lord, have mercy!

Table Blessing
P:

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

C:

Amen.

Prayer after Communion
A:

We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us with food beyond
compare, the body and blood of Christ. Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven,
into your beloved vineyard to wipe away the tears of all who hunger and thirst, guided
by the example of the same Jesus Christ and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

C:

Amen.
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Sending
Blessing
P:

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious
to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.

C:

Amen.

Closing Hymn: “Thy Strong Word” (v. 1, 3, 5-6)
1 Thy strong word did cleave the darkness;
at thy speaking it was done.
For created light we thank thee,
while thine ordered seasons run.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise to thee who light dost send!
Alleluia! Alleluia!

5 Give us lips to sing thy glory,
tongues thy mercy to proclaim,
throats that shout the hope that fills us,
mouths to speak thy holy name.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
May the light which thou dost send
fill our songs with alleluias,

3 Thy strong Word bespeaks us righteous;
bright with thine own holiness,
glorious now, we press toward glory,
and our lives our hopes confess.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise to thee who light dost send!
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Alleluia without end!

6 God the Father, light-creator,
to thee laud and honor be.
To thee, Light of Light begotten,
praise be sung eternally.
Holy Spirit, light-revealer,
glory, glory be to thee.
Mortals, angels, now and ever
praise the holy Trinity!

Dismissal
A:

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

C:

Thanks be to God.

Postlude
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Worship Leaders
The Rev. Emily Beckering, Pastor
Kris Keith, Music Director
Kate Wollenburg, Organist
Carroll Mayhugh, Assisting Minister
Kathy Hirt, Reader
Addy Kruse, Vocal

Matthew Anklan, Trumpet

Copyright Notices:
“God is Our Refuge and Strength”: Text & music © 2003 Lorenz Publishing Company. All rights
reserved.
“Thy Strong Word”: Text and arr. © 1969 Concordia Publishing House.
Music used by permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726103.

Thank you for worshiping with us today.
To give your offering through our website, please visit stpaulreading.org/online-giving/
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Our Life Together
For emergency pastoral care, please call the after-hours line at 513-760-5884.
If you have requests for the Prayer Chain, call Penny Huber, 513-931-6420. To remove people
from the list, contact the office.
We pray for Mary and her granddaughter Kyra (friend of Paul Pieper); Berkeley (Carol Curless’s great-grandson); Pr. Lisa Bernheisel; Louise Barry; Teresa Bell (former member); Stephen Black (Kim Coulehan’s nephew); Bobby (Christian Lohmeier’s friend); Nancy Bose (Kathy
Hirt’s friend); Brett (Kings’ step-nephew); Jodie Calhoun; Christian; Frances Clemons
(Portmanns’ friend); Kathy Curless; Katie Demopoulos (Diana Hawkins’s niece); Dick (Linda
Miller’s brother); Jeremy Doan (Jean Winkle’s grandson); Jerry Doan (Jean Winkle’s son-inlaw); Eckerle and Wuestefeld families; Lee Erbeck; Larry Faulkner (Freda’s son); Justin Feldman (Bess Sturgill’s father); Ben Ferguson (Les Eckerle’s cousin); Micki Ford (Fords’ niece);
Jeanne Fuller; Scarlett Gally (Beth Wernery’s great-niece); Clara Garcia (Cindy Mayhugh’s sister); George and Sherry (Shirley Harbaugh’s cousins); Nathaniel Gibson (Les Eckerle’s stepnephew); Hannah; Matthew Harrison (Seals’ neighbor); Sandy Hatcher (Linda Holt’s sister);
Elain Heskamp; Richard Hoffman (Cindy Mayhugh’s brother); Andrew Horton; Mary Ann
Hudecki (Linda Miller’s sister), Ellen Hunter (Jeni Cathcart’s grandmother); Jo and her daughter (Jeanne Fuller’s friends); Joan (Penny Huber’s friend); Kate (granddaughter of Dennis
King’s friend); Dennis King; Jay King (son of Jamie King); Loretta Kombrink (Marilyn Portmann’s aunt); Lewis Laine (Chet Laine’s brother); Richard Lane (Elinor Schieman’s nephew);
Nelson Langefeld; Yvonne Lowery (St. Paul Players); Carroll Mayhugh Sr. (Carroll Mayhugh’s
father); Samantha Mersch (Mayhughs’ daughter, Sarah Papin’s sister); Jessica Mink (Donald
Harris’s cousin); Doris Minton; Barbara and Jack Moorhouse; Jean Nolte; Ervin Oerther
(Portmanns’ brother-in-law); Ann Ohr (Barbara Moorhouse’s cousin); Richard Osborn (Betty
Pack’s brother); Rosie Osborn (Betty Pack’s sister); Eric Papin; Christian & Suzie Pereira
(Carolyn Koehl’s granddaughter & grandson-in-law); Richard Peterson (Shirley Harbaugh’s
brothers); Don Pflieger (Kings’ brother-in-law); Ginny Pape; Linda Perin (Moorhouses’
cousin); Paul Pieper; Faith Pirrmann; Pat Popplewell (Dennis King’s friend); James Savoy
(Jean Winkle’s great-grandson); Shawn Schnetzer (Sturgills’ cousin); Sheila Schultz (Betty
Pack’s friend); Brenda Schumacher (Marilyn Portmann’s friend); Shannon and Dane (friends
of Riddle family); Keith Shupe (father of Kelly Shupe); Jason Simpson (Freda Faulkner’s grandnephew); Patricia Smith (Teresa Bell’s mother); Scott Songer; Judy Songer (friends of Jean
Winkle); Crosley Spelman (Spelmans’ grandson); Jack Spelman; Frank Sturgill (Jim’s dad);
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Britney Jean Teems (Jean Winkle’s granddaughter); Teresa (friend of Marty Lohmeier); Randy
Thaman (friend of Marie Calhoun); Michael Theiss (Cindy Mayhugh’s cousin); Geri Toland
(Carole Replogle’s neighbor); Treasure (Les Eckerle’s cousin); Ralph Turner (friend of Dennis
King); Tereasa Vogel (Freda Faulkner’s friend); Jack Wagner; Jeanne Wagner; Daryl Wesselman (Betty Pack’s granddaughter); Jean Winkle; Susan Winkle (Jean Winkle’s daughter-inlaw).
We pray for those with ongoing health concerns who are unable to come to church every
week: Louise Barry, Jack and Barbara Moorhouse, Jean Nolte, Heather Segar.
We pray for our armed forces members: Graham Barton (Fords’ neighbor); Paul Cordes
(Elinor Schieman’s grandson); Victoria Derry (Elinor Schieman’s great-granddaughter); Jared
Forst (Jim and Loretta’s grandson); Beau Glenn (Karen Koehl’s son-in-law); Kylie Hahn (Gretta
Hahn’s granddaughter); Donald Hosea (Karen Koehl’s son); Samuel McLoughlin (friend of Cindy Sieckman); Scott Minton (Doris Minton’s son); Jobeth Ramirez (friend of Karen Koehl);
Joshua Rodriguez (friend of Karen Koehl); Trent Schwegman (cousin to the Erbecks and
Fords); Dustin Silvey; Mack Thompson (Freda Faulkner’s grandson); Alex Wisecup (son of Nadine and Barry Wisecup).

Upcoming Events
Sunday, October 25: Reformation Sunday

Sunday, November 1: All Saints Day

10:30 am Worship (in-person and
livestreamed)
4:00 pm Zoom Fellowship

10:30 am Worship (in-person and
livestreamed)
4:00 pm Virtual Sunday School

Tuesday, October 27

Tuesday, November 3

4:00 pm Bible Study on Zoom

4:00 pm Bible Study on Zoom

Wednesday, October 28

Wednesday, November 4

6:30 pm Bell Choir

6:30 pm Bell Choir
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