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The Epistle 
This is Your Chance 

Jesus said, “Where your 
treasure is, there your heart 
will be also” (Mt. 6:21). What 
would it look like to put our 
treasure where our hearts 
are? 
It would look like this month 
at St. Paul’s.  
When you look at the calen-
dar for July, you see the per-
formance of Cocktails with 
Mimi, the community ice 

cream social, bereavement support group and cookout, and 
vacation Bible school. These events show us that how we are 
investing our time, talents, and treasure at St. Paul is in line 
with what we hold dear—the core of our hearts—our Lord 
Jesus Christ and his kingdom. Each of these events in July 
helps us to invite those seeking to grow and those who do 
not yet know Jesus into relationship with almighty God. 
These events also reflect the values that this congregation 
named in our visioning process in 2016: belonging, ac-
ceptance, integrity, worship, and hope. Through these 
events, we have an opportunity to invite others to experi-
ence belonging and acceptance among us, which can stir 
their hearts to come to worship to hear the Word of scripture 
for hope.  
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VALLEY INTER-

FAITH DONA-

TION ITEMS OF 

THE MONTH 

This month’s dona-
tion items for Val-
ley Interfaith Com-
munity Resource 
Center are sham-
poo and condi-
tioner. 
Report from previ-
ous months: In May 
you gave 182 pack-
ages of toilet pa-
per! Thank you for 
your generosity. 
2019 so far: 
Through May of 
2019, St. Paul has 
given a total of 540 
items (including 
hats and gloves) to 
Valley Interfaith. 
Wow! 

This is your chance to expand the kingdom of God. 

been in a while. Dinner and a play or an ice cream social are 
the perfect moments for evangelism because they aren’t in-
timidating at all! If someone you know has lost a loved one, 
invite them to the bereavement support group and cookout. 
If someone you know has children, invite them to the free 
vacation Bible school.  
When you invite someone to these events, be sure to meet 
them at the door before they walk into the church building 
so that they feel secure and accompanied from beginning to 
end.  
This is your chance to offer belonging, acceptance and hope 
to those you know. This is your chance to expand the king-
dom of God.  
Surely, God will give you many chances in the future, but 
why deprive others of the chance of knowing Jesus now? 

In Christ,  
Pastor Emily Beckering 

This is Your Chance 

The most effective evangelism is done when we individually 
invite someone we know to church so that they can experi-
ence Jesus for themselves. A personal invitation and a prom-
ise to sit by that individual yields more results than door-
knocking in neighborhoods because people are more likely 
to come to something when they know they will have a 
friend, or at the very least, someone they know there. July 
offers many opportunities for you to invite someone that 
you know to church. Coming to a worship service may be in-
timidating for someone who has never been or who hasn’t 

(Continued from page 1) 
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COMMUNITY 

ICE CREAM  

SOCIAL AND 

CONGREGA-

TIONAL LUNCH 

July means sun-
shine (we hope!), 
relaxation and ICE 
CREAM! Please join 
us for the Commu-
nity Ice Cream So-
cial on Saturday, 
July 27 from 1-3 
pm. There will also 
be lunch and ice 
cream for the con-
gregation on Sun-
day, July 28. Both 
events are spon-
sored by the Evan-
gelism Committee. 
We are looking for 
volunteers to help 
at the event and for 
volunteers to bring 
in cookies or pie to 
go along with the 
ice cream for the 
social, as well as 
volunteers for the 
lunch. Please see 
Diana Hawkins for 
details. There will 
be a sign-up sheet 
available shortly. 

Celebrations in July 

1 Mark & Connie  
 Lohmeier 

3 Joy Niefield 
6 Donald Hosea  
7 Leslie Willet 
7 Terry & Joyce McDowell 
8 Larry & Penny Huber 
8 Karen Dardeen, Don  
 Grau,  Evan Segar 

10 David Hill 
11 Lucy Sturgill 
12 Donald Harris  
15 Dennis King 
16 Andrew Bardes 
17 Linda Miller 
19 Bradley Bronner,  
 Elain Heskamp 
21 Marty Lohmeier 
23 Emma Hedges 
27 Richard Fox,  
 Mark Lohmeier 

Dorcas Circle / OWLS 

Dorcas Circle: The Dorcas Open House on Sunday, June 23, 
was a great experience for us. We were so pleased that about 
thirty people came to the Fellowship Hall to learn how we 
assemble our quilts for Lutheran World Relief. Several Dor-
cas ladies demonstrated each individual area of assembly, 
and some of our guests even participated in the activity. We 
thank all those who joined us. 
The next meeting for the Dorcas Ladies will be Wednesday, 
July 17, from 9 am until 2 pm Anyone is welcome to join us. 
OWLS: Don’t forget! The drama group is staging the play 
Cocktails with Mimi in July. If you haven’t already made 
plans to attend, consider joining the group of OWLS who will 
be attending on Sunday, July 7, a�er worship. Make your 
reservations soon. 
Next, we are looking forward to a fun day on Wednesday, Au-
gust 14. We will meet at the church at 11:15 am and proceed 
to Lucy’s for lunch. At about 12:15 we will return to the 
church and work on a cra� project. Doris Minton and Chrissy 
Harris will lead us in the process. Watch for the sign-up 
sheet. It will be helpful if we know how many plan to attend.  
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St. Paul Players announce auditions for their October production: Agatha Christie’s 
The Unexpected Guest, directed by Mary Benken 
Audition dates and times: Monday, July 8 at 7:00 pm and Tues-
day, July 9 at 7:00 pm. Call back on Thursday, July 11 at 7:00 pm  
Location: St. Paul Lutheran Church, 106 Maple St., Reading, OH. 
Any questions call David Hill at 513-324-8304 
Performance dates: October 18-20 and 25-27 
Auditions consist of cold readings from the script.  
SYNOPSIS 
Lost in the fog, a stranger seeks refuge in a nearby house, only 
to find a man shot dead and his wife standing over him with a smoking gun. But the 
woman’s dazed confession is anything but convincing, and the unexpected guest de-
cides to help. Remarkably, the police clues point to a man who died two years previ-
ously, but as the ghosts of a past wrong begin to emerge, a tangled web of lies reveals 
family secrets and chilling motives, where the real murderer turns out to be the great-
est mystery of all. 
Characters: 

 

Michael Starkwedder  Rugged outdoor look. Not polished but quick thinker. 

Miss Bennett  Organized, alert, and nosey. Runs the household. 

Jan Warwick  Excitable young man with an innocent sweetness about 
him. Eyes dart and add sly look to him.  

Mrs. Warwick Commanding and alert with a strong personality.  

Henry Angell  Manservant with proper manners but shi�y untrusting 
personality. 

Sergeant Cadwallader Poetic and so� spoken. Somewhat unobserving. 

Inspector Thomas  Good poker face with dry sarcastic attitude.  

Julian Farrar  Politician with soldierly aspect.  

Laura Warwick Kind and caring. Richard Warwick's wife. 

Richard Warwick  Dead (no lines - great for someone wanting to get started 
in community theatre acting)  

St. Paul Players: Auditions for Fall Production 
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St. Paul Players: New Faces Join Familiar in SPP’s Production 

St. Paul Players’ audience members will 
see many of the comic actors they have 
come to love in the summer production 
of Cocktails with Mimi by Mary Chase. 
Nate Huitger, who portrayed Elwood 
Dodd in the 2016 production of Harvey 
(by the same playwright), portrays a very 
different type of comic character. Rachel 
Thorman, who has brought such dra-
matic characters to life as a pregnant les-
bian (A Nice Family Gathering, 2015) and 
an Italian grandmother (Over the River 
and Through the Woods, 2016) returns in 
the title role of this rollicking comedy. 
Many others in this large-cast production 
will be familiar to theatre goers. 
One face will be familiar to St. Paul’s 
members, but unexpected on our stage: 
Jason Hirt makes his acting debut in this 
production of Cocktails with Mimi. He has 
kept his acting talents well hidden for 
many years. Jason has visibly enjoyed 
himself in rehearsal inhabiting a charac-
ter very much unlike himself. 
You may have seen Mary Mills on stage if 
you were fortunate enough to snag a seat 
for The Hunchback of Notre Dame, which 
just ran for two sold-out weeks in May at 
the Aronoff. There you would have heard 

Mary sing and seen Mary dance – but at 
St. Paul’s, you will see something that Ar-
onoff audiences did not see: Mary is also 
an accomplished actress. She presents 
Edith Ralston, Mimi’s daughter, in this 
charming and funny coming-of-age story. 
Mary, who is a student at NKU, is about 
the same age as the character she por-
trays on stage, an unusual event in ama-
teur theatre! 
Our audiences will enjoy meeting David 
Little, who is also making his debut with 
St. Paul Players. But if he looks familiar, it 
may be owing to his having appeared in 
many roles in other community theaters 
in the region over quite a few years. Da-
vid has been especially active with the 
Riverstage, Gaslight, and Beechmont 
companies.  
Performances:  
Fridays and Saturdays: 
July 5, 6, 12, and 13 at 6:15 pm;  
Sundays: July 7 and 14 at 12:15 pm 
Tickets: Please call 513-426-6504, email 
stpaulplayers@gmail.com or reserve 
online at stpaulplayers.com. Admission is 
$10 and includes a meal before the show. 
Kids under 12 admitted free! 



BEREAVEMENT 

GROUP SPON-

SORS INDOOR 

COOKOUT 

Are you interested 
in joining the Be-
reavement Group 
or learning more 
about how mem-
bers can support 
each other in times 
of grief? Please 
come to an Indoor 
Cookout on 
Wednesday, July 3 
at 12:30 pm to hear 
more about this im-
portant work (as 
well as enjoying 
hamburgers and 
hot dogs!). All food 
will be provided by 
the Bereavement 
Group. Please sign 
up in the narthex or 
RSVP to Nelson 
Langefeld. 
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Stewardship Focus for July 

Vacation Bible School: Supplies Needed 

We are collecting the following 
items for Vacation Bible School. 
Please be saving these this month 
or pull them from your storage and 
bring them to the VBS SUPPLIES 
Box in the narthex:  

 Small gi� boxes ( jewelry size) 
 Paper towel tubes 
 Empty plastic water bottles with lids 

BODY MIND SPIRIT/
FAITH 

RELATION-
SHIPS 

ENVIRON-
MENT 

Chair  
Volleyball 

Isaiah Bible 
Study 

Vacation  
Bible 
School 

Ice Cream 
Social 

Collect used 
items for 
VBS instead 
of discard-
ing 

NATION NEIGHBOR 
TALENTS/
SPIRITUAL 

GIFTS 
PRAYER BLESSING 

Patriotic 
hymns dur-
ing worship; 
Quarterly 
meeting 

Items of the 
Month: 
Shampoo 
and condi-
tioner;  
Welcome 
visitors at 
the Ice 
Cream So-
cial 

St. Paul 
Players  
present  
Cocktails 
with Mimi 

Treasurer; 
Property 
Committee; 
Jane Owen 

Property 
Committee 

“Stewardship is ordering every aspect of life with Christ at the 
center.” Here are some ways to order your life in July. 



For emergency pastoral care, please call 
Pastor Emily Beckering, 513-760-5884. 

If you have requests for the Prayer Chain, 
call Penny Huber, 513-931-6420. To remove 
people from the list, contact the office. 

We pray for Mary and her granddaughter 
Kyra (friend of Paul Pieper); Berkeley 
(Carol Curless’s great-grandson); Louise 
Barry; Bobby (Christian Lohmeier’s friend); 
Austin Bronner (Sherry’s grandson); Jodie 
Calhoun; Christian; Crystal, Troy and 
family (Les Eckerle’s niece and nephew); 
Kathy Curless; George Demetriades 
(Portmanns’ friend); Katie Demopoulos 
(Diana Hawkins’s niece); Dick (Linda Mil-
ler’s brother); Jeremy Doan (Jean Winkle’s 
grandson); Jerry Doan (Jean Winkle’s son-
in-law); Eckerle and Wuestefeld families; 
Larry Faulkner (Freda’s son); Justin Feld-
man (Bess Sturgill’s father); Jeanne Fuller; 
Jason Garcia (Mayhughs’ nephew); Clara 
Garcia (Cindy Mayhugh’s sister); Pat Hag-
strom (Millers’ and Replogles’ friend); Han-
nah; Matthew Harrison (Seals’ neighbor); 
Ed Hirt; Andrew Horton; Ellen Hunter 
(Jeni Cathcart’s grandmother); Dennis 
King; Jay King (son of Jamie King, who 
cleans the church); Loretta Kombrink 
(Marilyn Portmann’s aunt); Richard Lane 
(Elinor Schieman’s nephew); Regina 
Laursen (Portmanns’ friend); Cindy May-
hugh; Samantha Mersch (Mayhughs’ 
daughter, Sarah Papin’s sister); Doris Min-
ton; Barbara and Jack Moorhouse; Jean 
Nolte; David Oaks (Freda’s son-in-law); 
Betty Pack; Pete, Zac, and Andrew 
Padolipa (Wagners’ friends); Eric Papin; 
Don Pflieger (Kings’ brother-in-law); Linda 
Perin (Moorhouses’ cousin); Paul Pieper; 
Faith Pirrmann; Nick Pirrmann; James 
Savoy (Jean Winkle’s great-grandson); 

Shawn Schnetzer (Sturgills’ cousin); Sheila 
Schultz (Betty Pack’s friend); Shannon and 
Dane (friends of Riddle family); Keith Shu-
pe (father of Kelly Shupe); Jason Simpson 
(Freda Faulkner’s grand-nephew); Scott 
Songer; Judy Songer (friends of Jean Win-
kle); Crosley Spelman (Spelmans’ grand-
son); Jack Spelman; Nancy Stirnkorb 
(friend of Terri DeAngelis); Susan (Elinor 
Schieman’s niece); Britney Jean Teems 
(Jean Winkle’s granddaughter); Randy 
Thaman (friend of Marie Calhoun); Jack 
Wagner; Daryle Wasserman (Betty Pack’s 
granddaughter); Jane Weatherford 
(Donald Harris’s mother); Susan Winkle 
(Jean Winkle’s daughter-in-law); Zach 
(friend of Kings). 

We pray for those with ongoing health con-
cerns who are unable to come to church 
every week: Bernice Baglien, Dottie 
Bangert, Louise Barry, Carol Leonard, 
Jack and Barbara Moorhouse, Jean 
Nolte, Heather Segar. 
We pray for our armed forces members: 
Graham Barton (Fords’ neighbor); Paul 
Cordes (Elinor Schieman’s grandson); Jar-
ed Forst (Jim and Loretta’s grandson); 
John Garbrecht (Carolyn Koehl’s nephew); 
Beau Glenn (Karen Koehl’s son-in-law); Ky-
lie Hahn (Gretta Hahn’s granddaughter); 
Donald Hosea (Karen Koehl’s son); Samuel 
McLoughlin (friend of Cindy Sieckman); 
Scott Minton (Doris Minton’s son); Jobeth 
Ramirez (friend of Karen Koehl); Joshua 
Rodriguez (friend of Karen Koehl); Trent 
Schwegman (cousin to the Erbecks and 
Fords); Dustin Silvey; Mack Thompson 
(Freda Faulkner’s grandson); Alex Wisecup 
(son of Nadine and Barry Wisecup). 
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Our Life Together 



QUARTERLY 

MEETING  

JULY 28 

The congregational 
meeting for the 
second quarter of 
2019 will be on July 
28 a�er worship. 
Topics: 
 Update on fi-

nancial state-
ments  

 Update on the 
capital cam-
paign 

Stay a�er the meet-
ing for lunch and 
ice cream, spon-
sored by the Evan-
gelism Committee! 
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Bishop Dillahunt Re-Elected at Synod Assembly 

It’s Not Too Late to Sign Up for VBS! 

Do you have grandkids or 
young neighbors who are look-
ing for summer activities? 
Bring them to Vacation Bible 
School! VBS meets from 9 am 
to noon, July 22-26. Please call 
or email the office if you need 
more details. 
This year’s VBS theme is Ath-

ens. It’s a step back in time, exploring some of the adven-
tures the Apostle Paul faced. Kids will participate in a memo-
rable Bible-times Marketplace, sing catchy songs, play team-
work-building games, dig into Bible-times snacks, and visit 
Paul himself! 
VBS is free of charge and sponsored by the Reading Council 
of Churches. All kids ages 3 - rising fi�h grade are welcome, 

whether they are members of a church or not. 
Scan here for online registration! 
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Serving our Neighbors: 

Building Relationships and In-

viting More People to Jesus 

Deepening Roots: Grow-

ing in Relationship with 

God and Each Other 

Sowing, Reaping, Rebirth, and Joy This Month 

Cocktails with Mimi 
performances 

Reading Church Council 
Vacation Bible School 

St. Paul Players 
Auditions 

Bereavement Group 
Indoor Cookout 

Isaiah Bible Study 
Quarterly Congre-
gational Meeting 

Lunch & Ice Cream 

Community 
Ice Cream Social 
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Worship Assistants Schedule 

Month-Long 

Ministries 

Bulletins: Penny Huber and Jean Winkle 
Greeters: Jeanne Fuller and Maryhelen West 
Altar Guild: Linens: Loretta Forst; Setup: Penny Huber; Clean-

up: Diana Hawkins 
Counter: Stanley Kline 

July 7 

4 Pentecost 

Assisting Minister: Leandra Hawkins 
Lesson Reader: Volunteer Needed 
Acolyte: Katie Sturgill 
Communion Minister: Chelsea King 
Nursery / Activities: Chrissy Harris, Penny Huber 

July 14 

5 Pentecost 

Assisting Minister: Nelson Langefeld 
Lesson Reader: Volunteer Needed 
Acolyte: Katie Sturgill 
Communion Minister: Carolyn Koehl 
Nursery / Activities: Taylor Beckering, Bess Sturgill 

July 21 

6 Pentecost 

Assisting Minister: Doug Lohmeier 
Lesson Reader: Volunteer Needed 
Acolyte: Donny Cathcart 
Communion Ministers: Ron & Shirley Harbaugh 
Nursery / Activities: Jeni Cathcart, Chrissy Harris 

July 28 

7 Pentecost 

Assisting Minister: Carroll Mayhugh 
Lesson Reader: Volunteer Needed 
Acolyte: Patrick Cathcart 
Book Bearer: Maci Lawson 
Communion Minister: Pat Coldiron 
Nursery / Activities: Bridget Cathcart, Linda Lawson 



ST. PAUL 

LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 

As a community of 
Christian believers, 
we are called by 
God to use the 
many gi�s He has 
given us, within the 
church and the 
community, so oth-
ers may come to 
know Him.  

 

PLEASE  

PLACE  

STAMP  

HERE St. Paul Lutheran Church 

106 Maple St. 

Reading, OH 45215 

 

Phone:  

513-821-0987 

E-mail: 

mail@stpaulreading.org 

Website: 

stpaulreading.org 


