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The Epistle 
Remember that You are Dust 

We spend 
most of our 
lives trying to 
wash dust, 
dirt, and 
grime off our 
cars, our 
kitchen floors, 
ourselves. Ash 
Wednesday is 
one excep-
tion. Lent be-
gins on March 

1st, with Ash Wednesday, and on this day, we come to 
worship with the intention of receiving the sign of the 
cross with ashes on our forehead. As we begin this 
season of reflection and repentance, the ash cross re-
minds us of our mortality and our need to return to 
the Lord.  

Ashes have long served this purpose for the people of 
God. When lamenting, ancient Israelites would fast, 
wear sackcloth, and put ashes on their heads as an ex-
ternal sign of their sorrow and contrition. We, along 
with Adam, Eve, and the people Israel, are to name 
our sin honestly and remember: “You are dust and to 
dust you shall return.” (Genesis 3:19) 

This ritual forces us to face what we can avoid so easi-
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Ash Wednes-
day Services: 
March 1, Noon 
and 7 p.m. 

Just as we are called to honestly acknowledge our sin, we are 
shown that our God has already fully dealt with it.  

cross on our face.  

The very shape of this mark, however, also points us 
to the one who hung on the cross, to the one who lives 
beyond the grave.  

Both of these truths are marked on us so that we do 
not lose sight of either: what we have done/left un-
done and what God has done for us. Just as we are 
called to honestly acknowledge our sin, we are shown 
that our God has already fully dealt with it. We are 
pointed again beyond ourselves to the one who “is 
gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding 
in steadfast love,” created human life from dust, gives 
a garland instead of ashes (Is. 61:3), makes crucifixion 
yield to resurrection, and brings life out of the ashes 
of death.  

So as we remember that we are dust and to dust we 
shall return, we are also reminded just what the Tri-
une God can do with dust and ashes.  

Pastor Emily Beckering 

Remember that You are Dust cont’d 
ly in our daily lives. In a society where we are told that 
we can medicate away our pain, overcome any flaw 
through self-help books, and will or work ourselves 
into perfection, we can easily deceive ourselves. These 
ashes, by contrast, point us to the realities of our sin, 
our brokenness, and our inevitable death. We cannot 
fix ourselves. We cannot by our own will come to our 
Lord Jesus Christ or serve him (Martin Luther’s expla-
nation to the Third Article of the Creed). 

The ashen cross does not allow us to deny that we 
have failed to live as God intended: it’s as plain as the 

Valley Inter-
faith Donation 
Items of the 
Month: 

Laundry Deter-
gent and Dryer 
Sheets 
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Family Finan-
cial Work-
shop Sunday, 
March 19 
Please join us for 
the free workshop 
“Parents, Teens, 
and Money Mat-
ters”, presented by 
a representative of 
Thrivent Financial. 
The workshop will 
be held March 19 
from 12 to 1 pm. 

Designed for par-
ents and their 
young teens, ages 
11 to 14, this values
-based workshop 
teaches how to 
make intentional 
choices about 
sharing, saving and 
spending money. 
Families learn to-
gether through a 
fun game format 
how to talk about 
money influences, 
choices and values. 

Please contact the 
church office by 
March 12 to RSVP 
for the workshop. 

Lent and Holy Week Service Schedule 
We will continue with our Len-
ten midweek worship services 
and suppers. The committee 
listed below is in charge of 
setup and cleanup. Everyone 
is invited to bring a dessert or 
dish to share according to the 
theme. For example, on Mexi-
can night, bring a Mexican 
main dish, side dish, or des-
sert. Dinners begin at 6:45 
pm. Worship begins at 7:30 pm.  

Midweek Lenten Services 

Holy Week Schedule 

Maundy Thursday, April 13 @ 7:00 pm 

Good Friday, April 14 @ Noon and 7:00 pm 

Holy Saturday, the Great Vigil @ 7:00 pm 

Easter Sunday, Resurrection of Our Lord @ 10:30 am 

Date Dinner Service 

3/8 

Christian Education/
Evangelism  

Italian 

Passing Grandpa, a play 
written by Sarah Papin 

3/15  
Stewardship  

German 
Vespers 

3/22  
Social Concerns  

American 
Compline 

3/29  
Finance/Property  

Asian 
Healing Service 

4/5  
Worship and Music 

Mexican  

Stations of the Cross- a 
dramatization of Jesus’ fi-
nal hours with time for 
prayer and reflection 
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Matthew 25 
Clothing Do-
nation Bin 
Coming Soon 
Then the king will 
say to those at his 
right hand, “Come, 
you that are blessed 
by my Father, inher-
it the kingdom pre-
pared for you from 
the foundation of 
the world; 35 for I 
was hungry and you 
gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you 
gave me something 
to drink, I was a 
stranger and you 
welcomed me, 36 I 
was naked and you 
gave me clothing, I 
was sick and you 
took care of me, I 
was in prison and 
you visited 
me.” -Matthew 
25:34-36 

The Church Council 
has sought to help 
us better live into 
Jesus’ call to clothe 
him by clothing our 
neighbors by 
agreeing to host a 
Matthew 25 Cloth-
ing donation bin at 

(Continued on page 5) 

Dorcas Circle 

FRIDAY, MARCH 10: It’s finally 
time!! We are going to the 
LaComedia Dinner Theatre to 
see the Church Basement La-
dies in the production of Away 
in the Basement. Our group of 
20 fans of the “Ladies” will 
meet at the church to carpool 
at 9:50 a.m. and leave no later than 10 a.m. If you plan 
to drive independently, please let me know. Also, if 
you are carpooling and would like to drive and take a 
few passengers, let me know. We will all meet at LaCo-
media. 

Wednesday, May 24, we plan to go to Krohn Conserva-
tory. The Butterflies are in and will be awesome to 
see. It has been several years since our group saw the 
butterfly exhibit which we all enjoyed. Now the Mon-
arch Butterfly is here, and we will be able to see them 
up close and maybe even have a few perch on us.  

We will meet at the church at 11:30, lunch somewhere 
nearby, and then carpool to the Conservatory. March 
this date on your calendars now so you don’t miss it!  

Our next regular workday 
is Wednesday, March 15, 
9 a.m. until 2 p.m. We an-
ticipate having a few new 
ladies join our team in 

the next month or so. 
Wonderful! If you can 
wield a scissors or tie a 
knot, we can use you. 
Satisfaction is guaran-
teed! There is a lunch 
break at 11:30. You can 
either bring your lunch or 
order a sandwich or soup 
or salad from Lucy’s. So 
consider a day of “fun” 
work and lots of good 
companionship.  

Seniors Flying Solo 
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Chris Geiger Running for Charity 

Church family, 

Annika decided to sign the 
two of us up for a half mar-
athon at church one Sunday. While that was on a bit 
of a whim, I guess my decision to do the full 26.2 mile 
marathon was even more so. This will be my first full 
marathon, and it is in support of Team World Vision, 
which raises money for water projects in Africa. My 
fundraising goal is $3,000. 

I have done research into Team World Vision and 
have confidence in their operation and approach. 
They don't use a one-size-fits all approach to their 
projects, rather they actually use engineering to de-
cide the most efficient approach to each project's im-
pact area. I have also met several volunteers who 
have visited and assisted in these projects which 
speaks to their transparency. 

I have learned a lot recently about the impacts that 
clean water make in transforming a person's life and 
have become more appreciative of this abundant re-
source that we take for granted. Without clean water, 
kids can't go to school and have to walk 20+km per 
day. Not to mention the human and animal perils 
they constantly face on these daily journeys. They al-
so work to distribute materials that help to share the 
Gospel with people in the areas where they do water 
projects. It appears to be an effective approach on 
both the humanitarian side and the evangelistic side. 

You can also find more information on the Team 
World Vision website: https://www.worldvision.org/
clean-water-news-stories 

So, give it a thought and consider donating to Team 
World Vision. Even a small donation can make a big 
difference. You can give at http://tiny.cc/runchrisrun. 

Your brother in Christ, 

Chris Geiger 

our church. The bin 
will receive used 
clothing and new 
shoes. Matthew 25 
Ministries will 
maintain the bin, 
so it will not re-
quire any mainte-
nance from us. 
Look for it to arrive 
in the next couple 
of weeks. If you 
have closets to 
clean out, then 
here’s your chance! 

 

 

 

 

Please donate new 
or gently used 
clothing for men, 
women, children, 
and infants. 

Matthew 25 Minis-
tries does not ac-
cept used shoes. 
Please give new 
shoes only. 

(Continued from page 
4) 

https://www.worldvision.org/clean-water-news-stories
https://www.worldvision.org/clean-water-news-stories
http://tiny.cc/runchrisrun
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Business Night at St. Paul: March 16 at 6:30 pm 

The Stewardship Committee has started an exciting new event that we 
hope will connect us with our immediate neighborhood. We are hosting a 
business night here at St. Paul on Thursday, March 16 from 6:30 to 8:00. 
Businesses from Reading and the surrounding area will set up booths in the 
Fellowship Hall like a business fair and give short presentations about their 
products and services. This will give us a better idea of what resources 
these businesses offer so that we might shop with them for our personal or 
church needs in the future. We will also hear from each of these guests 
what they think are the strengths and needs of the city of Reading. As busi-
ness leaders, these individuals will have special insights into our communi-
ty because they work closely with the residents of Reading; they are also 
invested in Reading’s well-being, just like us. The March Business Night Fair 
is intended for general businesses in Reading; we will host a separate event 
for the Reading Bridal District 
businesses on May 4.  

The Business Night will help us 
to grow in Jesus’ calling to be 
good neighbors because it will 
enable us to show hospitality 
and to listen to our neighbors. 
This event will also help us in 
our Visioning process; we will 
listen for themes from these 
business leaders about the needs of our neighborhood to help us discern 
what the Holy Spirit is asking us to do for our neighbors. The Business 
Night will also help us become more of a visible presence in Reading.  

We will serve light refreshments: desserts and beverages. Please feel free to 
bring a dessert to share, if you wish, but definitely do plan on being part of 
this exciting event designed to build relationships and a more connected 
community. The Reading Council of Churches will join us, and seven busi-
nesses have already registered, so please love your neighbor and listen for 
the Holy Spirit by coming to extend hospitality to Reading Area Businesses. 

Pastor Emily and the Stewardship Committee 
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Our Life Together 

For emergency pastoral care, please 
call Pastor Emily Beckering, 513-760-
5884. 

If you have requests for the Prayer 
Chain, call Penny Huber, 513-931-
6420. To remove people from the list, 
contact the office. 

We pray for Mary and her granddaugh-
ter Kyra (friend of Paul Pieper); Jim 
Barry (Kathy Hirt’s dad); Berkeley (the 
Curlesses’ great-grandson); Jimmy 
Bertheaud (friend of the Portmanns); 
Bill Corbett (Kings’ neighbor); Debbie, 
Steve, Jessica Davis (friends of Holly 
Ford); Jeremy Doan (Jean Winkle’s 
grandson); Jerry Doan (Jean Winkle’s 
son-in-law); Kathy Downie (Sieckmans’ 
neighbor); Rita Edwards; Bus Faulkner; 
Larry Faulkner (Bus and Freda’s son); 
Justin Feldman (Bess Sturgill’s fa-
ther); Skip Flowers (Tracy Sieckman’s 
stepfather-in-law); Steve Headley; Les 
Helmich and his daughter Elaine; 
Greg Hershey (Steve Headley’s 
cousin); Sandy Hill (David Hill’s sister-in
-law); Matt Huber (Penny Huber’s son); 
Jack Keiser (Loretta Forst’s brother); 
Jay King (son of Jamie King, who 
cleans the church); Loretta Kombrink 
(Marilyn Portmann’s aunt); Charlotte 
Langefeld; Cindy Mayhugh; Doug 
Meyers’ family (friends of the Port-
manns); David Oaks (Bus Faulkner’s son
-in-law); Craig Olsen (friend of the 
Sieckmans); Ray Pape; William Pratley 
(friend of Pastor Emily); Ron Replogle; 
Sarah Rupert (Carolyn Koehl’s sister); 
James Savory (Jean Winkle’s great-
grandson); Pauline Schauer (Cindy 
Sieckman’s cousin); Kim Sieckman; Ja-
son Simpson (Bus and Freda Faulk-
ner’s grand-nephew); Speedy Sizemore 

(friend of Marie Calhoun); Leland Smiley 
(Marie Calhoun’s uncle); Scott Songer 
(friend of Jean Winkle); Crosley Spel-
man (Jack and Joyce Spelman’s 
grandson); Joyce Spelman; Walter 
Sprenger (Portmanns’ friend); Britney 
Jean Teems (Jean Winkle’s grand-
daughter); Randy Thaman (friend of Ma-
rie Calhoun); Richard Thompson (friend 
of Marie Calhoun); Sherman and Mike 
Waddle; Susan Winkle (Jean Winkle’s 
daughter-in-law).  

At the death of: Harold Curless; Pat Ford 
(Jeff Ford’s mother); Karen Kerlin; 
Marge Malin; Mark Kramer; Michael 
Schmitt (Jean Winkle’s son-in-law). 

We pray for those with ongoing health 
concerns who are unable to come to 
church every week: Bernice Baglien, 
Dottie Bangert, Pat Edwards, Bus 
Faulkner, Mary Jane Flege, Ruth 
Jones, Carol Leonard, Jack and Bar-
bara Moorhouse, Jean Nolte, Heather 
Segar, Edna Willet. 

We pray for our armed forces members: 
Paul Cordes (Elinor Schieman’s grand-
son); Jared Forst (Jim and Loretta’s 
grandson); John Garbrecht (Carolyn 
Koehl’s nephew); Beau Glenn (Karen 
Koehl’s son-in-law); Kylie Hahn (Gretta 
Hahn’s granddaughter); Chad Harris 
(Donald Harris’s cousin), Donald Hosea 
(Karen Koehl’s son); Andy Langefeld 
(Nelson and Charlotte’s grandson); 
Jobeth Ramirez (friend of Karen 
Koehl); Joshua Rodriguez (friend of Ka-
ren Koehl); Trent Schwegman (cousin to 
the Erbecks and Fords); Dustin Silvey; 
Mack Thompson (Freda and Bus 
Faulkner’s grandson). 
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I would just like to share with you two stories of what 
God has done through and for members of St. Paul.  

First, when one of our members was placed in hos-
pice, another member visited them and their family 
every night. This member brought Holy Communion 
and was a faithful companion to the family; a source 
of strength and joy.  

Second, one of our members was unexpectedly hospi-
talized. Their family was keeping constant vigil by 
their bedside. They were required to stay in the hospi-
tal much longer than anticipated. As a result, their 
family had not been able to shower or have a hot meal 
in more than a day. Another member of St. Paul heard 
this news and went to visit the member and their fam-
ily in the hospital. This member not only offered com-
munion to the family, they also kept the patient com-
pany for several hours so that the family could shower 
and go for a hot meal, knowing that their loved one 
was in safe, trusted hands. To top it all off, the mem-
ber who visited journeyed with the family home from 
the hospital and stocked their kitchen with groceries 

(Continued on page 10) 

Celebrations in March 

5 Leah Miller, Katie Stur-
gill 

11 Maddie Lohmeier 

15 Joyce McDowell 

16 Adam Winkle 

17 Patrick Cathcart 

18 Rick & Britt Hedges 

21 Drew Harbaugh 

22 Shirley Harbaugh, 
Faith Pirrmann 

23 Molly McDowell 

25 Karen Koehl, Maggie 
McDowell, Liam Cathcart 

Holy Spirit Sighting! 

2017 Lenten 
Devotional 

The Southern Ohio 
Synod’s Steward-
ship Team has des-
ignated this Lent’s 
Special Time of Giv-
ing for the support 
of our developing 
and redeveloping 
congregations.  

As part of this part-
nership, the con-
gregations in devel-
opment and rede-
velopment in the 
Southern Ohio Mis-
sion Territory have 
created a Lenten 
Devotional for con-
gregations. Elec-
tronic copies of this 
devotional can be 
accessed on the 
synod website, and 
devotions will be 
posted each day on 
the Synod’s Face-
book page. As a 
companion to this 
devotional, we are 
also offering a vid-
eo series, so that 
you might learn 
more about these 
congregations and 
their witness. 
These, too, will be 
posted on the syn-
od’s Facebook 

(Continued on page 9) 

https://www.facebook.com/SOSynodELCA/
https://www.facebook.com/SOSynodELCA/
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March Ministry Schedule 

 page each week, 
and may be viewed 
online and down-
loaded for congre-
gational use at the 
devotional’s home 
page. 

It is our hope that 
this devotional se-
ries will enrich your 
Lenten journey and 
deepen our sense 
of connection as 
the body of Christ 
in the Southern 
Ohio Mission Terri-
tory. We share our 
stories and our fi-
nancial resources 
with one another 
because we 
are Stronger and 
Better Together: 
joining Jesus in the 
restoration of the 
world. 

With you in Christ’s 
service, 

Katie Kerrigan, 
Director for Evan-
gelical Mission 
Southern Ohio Mis-
sion Territory 

St. Paul will be us-
ing this devotional 
as part of our Len-
ten observations. 

(Continued from page 
8) 

Month-Long 
Ministries 

Altar Guild: Linens: Jane Erbeck; 
Setup and Cleanup: Janet King 

Bulletins: Ron & Carole Replogle 

Greeters: Volunteer Needed 

March 1 

Ash Wednes-
day (7 pm) 

Assisting Minister: Doug Lohmeier 

Reader: Linda Miller 

Acolyte: Bridget Cathcart 

March 5 

1 Lent 

Assisting Minister: Sarah Papin 

Acolyte: Jack Baumiller 

Reader: Sherry Bronner 

Communion Minister: Chelsea King 

March 12 

2 Lent 

Assisting Minister: Terry McDowell 

Acolyte: Olivia Lohmeier 

Reader: Sarah Papin 

Communion Minister: Ron & Shirley 
Harbaugh 

March 19 

3 Lent 

Assisting Minister: Taylor Beckering 

Acolyte: Katie Sturgill 

Reader: Carroll Mayhugh 

Communion Ministers: Terri DeAn-
gelis & Leslie Willet, Susan Bardes 

March 26 

4 Lent 

Assisting Minister: Nancy Erbeck 

Acolyte: Donny Cathcart 

Book Bearer: Alanna Cathcart 

Reader: Volunteer Needed 

Communion Ministers: Donald Har-
ris, Elinor Schieman 

https://associationdatabase.com/aws/SOS/pt/sd/news_article/134609/_PARENT/layout_details/false
https://associationdatabase.com/aws/SOS/pt/sd/news_article/134609/_PARENT/layout_details/false
https://associationdatabase.com/aws/SOS/pt/sd/news_article/134609/_PARENT/layout_details/false


St. Paul 
Lutheran Church 

Mission  
Statement 

“As a community 
of Christian be-
lievers, we are 
called by God to 
use the many 
gifts He has giv-
en us, within the 
church and the 
community, so 
others may come 
to know Him.” 

Holy Spirit Sighting cont’d 

to ease with the transition home.  

These stories prove God’s promise: You are God’s tem-
ple and the Holy Spirit dwells in you (1 Corinthians 
3:16). I have seen the Holy Spirit through these mem-
bers and through you all. When you see the Holy Spirit 
at work, please share the story by emailing Jane at 
mail@stpaulreading.org for the Epistle!  

On the lookout for God together, 

Pastor Emily 

(Continued from page 8) 

 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

St. Paul 
Lutheran Church 

106 Maple St. 
Reading, OH 45215 
513-821-0987 
 
E-mail: 
mail@stpaulreading.org 
Website: 
www.stpaulreading.org 

mailto:mail@stpaulreading.org

