
November 2016 St. Paul Lutheran Church 

The Epistle 
A Different Kind of Election 

As you read this, we are 
little more than a week 
away from Election Day 
when local and national 
leaders will be chosen 
and the presidential race 
will come to an end. For 
many of us, this can’t 
come soon enough! Some 
of you have shared with 
me how distressed you 
are about this election 
and the negativity of the 
campaign ads. There 
seems to be a consensus 
of longing for the “old 
days” when campaigns 
were never nasty—we 
wish we could experience 
a different kind of cam-
paign; a different kind of 
election.  

The first Sunday of No-
vember is All Saints’ Sun-
day, the day when we 
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Upcoming 
Meetings 
The Christian Edu-
cation Committee 
will meet briefly 
after worship on No-
vember 6. 

The Evangelism 
Committee will 
meet every Sunday 
after worship from 
Nov. 13 to Dec. 4 for 
the Live Nativity. 

If God is for us, who is against us? ... Who will bring any charge 
against God's elect? It is God who justifies. Romans 8:31b, 33 (NRSV) 

This is an election of a different kind: because God has cho-
sen us and promises to give us all that we need, we do not 
have to compete for our place or put others down in order 
to feel good about ourselves. Instead, because we know 
that we belong to almighty God, we can focus on being 
God’s representatives by living our lives in such a way that 
others experience Jesus’ love, acceptance, and forgiveness 
for themselves. The God who has elected us is in control 
and will keep working in us, his saints, to bear fruit for a 
hungry world.  

This is true regardless of the election results. No matter 
what happens in the polls on November 8th, take heart, 
dear Saints, for we, our country, and the world are in God’s 
hands. Whether or not the negative ads continue after the 
8th, you can witness to a different kind of election, an elec-
tion in which everyone is valued and chosen by the God 
who so loves the world.  

Pastor Emily Beckering 

give thanks for our beloved who have died in the last year, 
and light candles for all the saints who have gone before 
us. We do not only give thanks for the dead, however. All 
Saints’ Sunday is also a day when we celebrate that in Holy 
Baptism, God makes saints out of sinners, and in Holy 
Communion, God forgives the sins of all us saints. We are 
all saints, and this is not our own doing. Jesus says, “You 
did not choose me. I chose you and appointed you to go 
and bear fruit, fruit that will last” (John 15:16). God elected 
you as his child, as his representative to the world.  

(Continued from page 1) 

Valley Interfaith 
Donation Items 
of the Month:  

Peanut Butter 
and Jelly 

Thank you for your 
generosity! 

A Different Kind of Election 
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Special Events in December Announce-
ments from 
Pastor Emily 

Special Congrega-
tional Meeting 
December 11th 
following Worship 
Please join us to re-
view the 2017 pro-
posed budget. The 
proposed budget 
will be available the 
3rd week of Novem-
ber to preview be-
fore the meeting. 

Inquirers’ /New 
Members’ Class 
Interested in learn-
ing more about the 
Lutheran faith and/
or interested in join-
ing St. Paul as a 
member? A three-
session series of 
classes will be 
offered in November 
and December for 
those seeking to 
know more about 
the life of faith or to 
become integrated 
into congregational 
life. If you're inter-
ested, please con-
tact Pastor Emily.  

Live Nativity 
St. Paul’s annual 
Live Nativity is 
coming up soon! 
Please see Diana 
Hawkins or anoth-
er member of the 
Evangelism Com-
mittee if you are 
interested in help-
ing. Many oppor-
tunities are availa-
ble.  
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Jesus said, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be 
hungry and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.” 

them on the pews; Jim Forst and his tape dispenser for se-
curing the boxes for shipping; Larry Huber for help folding 
and packing the quilts, and bringing down boxes from the 
“room”; Linda Miller for helping everywhere where needed 
and for straightening everything when we finished; and 
Marty Lohmeier for loading all the boxes into her van (a 
tight squeeze) and delivering them to the large truck in 
Dayton. 

A special thanks as well to all the Dorcas ladies for their la-
bors and their donations of sheets and fabric—also those 
who donated their Thrivent Action Team cards which were 
used for batting and needed supplies. 

Now that the Dorcas room is empty, the ladies are already 
hard at work on next year’s supply of quilts. We always 
meet on the third Wednesday of the month from 9 a.m. un-
til 2 p.m. If you would like to join us for some “fun”, please 
come. We provide all the supplies! 

News from Dorcas Circle 
Thank you to Pastor Emily and all who participated in the 
blessing of the quilts on October 2. The Raffle was held 
after worship that Sunday, and Joyce McDowell was the 
winner of the quilts. Congratulations! Receipts from the 
Raffle totaled $570. Half of this will be sent to Lutheran 
World Relief to aid in the cost of shipping quilts to their 
destinations; the remainder is our contribution to the 
church treasury. 

Several of the Dorcas ladies met the following week to 
“box” the quilts—a total of 165 quilts. A special thanks to 
all the helping hands: Janet King for bringing all the quilts 
to the sanctuary from the Dorcas room so we could place 

Ecumenical 
Thanksgiving 
Service Nov. 22 
St. Paul will host 
this year’s Reading 
Church Council 
Thanksgiving ser-
vice at 7 pm on 
Tuesday, Nov. 22. 
Please join us and 
the members of four 
neighboring congre-
gations as we make 
a loaf of bread to-
gether and give 
thanks for all God’s 
blessings. 

News from Dorcas Circle continued 
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Free Band Con-
cert Dec. 11 
Please join Carolyn 
Koehl, Jack Wagner, 
and the rest of the 
Sycamore Commu-
nity Band and New 
Horizons Band for a 
joint concert. The 
two bands will play 
a variety of selec-
tions along with 
some Christmas and 
holiday music, and 
also commemorate 
the bombing of 
Pearl Harbor. 

The concert is free 
of charge and will  
take place at 2 p.m. 
December 11th, at 
St. Barnabas Episco-
pal Church, 10345 
Montgomery Rd. All 
are welcome. 

November Ministry Schedule 

If you are unable to serve as scheduled below, please ar-
range for a replacement. Thank you! 

Month-Long 
Assignments 

Greeters: Linda Lawson and Steve 
Headley 

Altar Guild: Marty Lohmeier, Holly Ford 

Bulletin Folders: Penny Huber, Jean 
Winkle 

November 6 
All Saints Day 

Assisting Minister: Nancy Erbeck 

Reader: Sarah Papin 

Acolyte: Annie Lohmeier 

Communion Minister: Terry McDowell 

Book Bearer: Katie Sturgill 

November 13 
26 Pentecost 

Assisting Minister: Doug Lohmeier 

Reader: Sherry Bronner 

Acolyte: Olivia Hedges 

November 20 
Christ the King 

Assisting Minister: Leandra Hawkins 

Reader: Kathy Hirt 

Acolyte: Bridget Cathcart 

Communion Minister: Elinor Schieman 

November 27 
1 Advent 

Assisting Minister: Taylor Beckering 

Reader: Britt Hodges 

Acolyte: Maggie McDowell 

Book Bearer: Alanna Cathcart 
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Facility Notes 
from Dennis 
The church boiler 
has been turned on 
for the winter. Fuel 
bills are supposed 
to be rising in 2017, 
so as always, please 
take care to change 
the thermostat back 
to its previous set-
ting afterwards if 
you raise or lower 
the temperature for 
an event. 

Thank you for using 
the sign-in sheets 
when you use any of 
the church facilities; 
it helps with our 
planning. 

Please check the 
building calendar 
when scheduling for 
an event, to prevent 
double-booking any 
of our rooms. You 
can now see the cal-
endar on the St. 
Paul website at 
www.stpaulreading.
org/news-and-
events/events-
calendar/ , or in the 
calendar notebook 
in the church office. 

 

 

Tender Mercies Bingo Event Nov. 6 

St. Paul is hosting a bingo 
game for residents at Tender 
Mercies on Sunday, November 
6, 2016 at 3 pm.  As always, any 
and all donations are appreci-
ated.  We are in need of home-
made cookies, brownies and 
Rice Krispie Treats.  If you are 

able to donate these items, please notify me and have them 
at the church by the end of worship on Sunday, Nov. 6th. 

We can always use personal care items for our bingo prizes 
such as shampoo, bar soap, deodorant, razors, toothbrushes, 
Chapstick, etc. (No medicines can be given, including over-
the-counter items.) Other popular prizes are snack foods and 
household goods such as laundry detergent and paper tow-
els. Anything you use in your everyday life can be donated. 

Please leave donations in the closet in the Narthex with a 
note indicating that they are for Tender Mercies. 

Your generosity has made this program a HUGE success. Our 
great bingo games would not be possible without you.  We 
are the most sought after bingo hosts at Tender Mercies.  YAY!  

Please feel free to contact me for more info. 

Marie Calhoun 
513-251-2417 home / 513-236-5385 cell 
houdinicat@cinci.rr.com 

St. Paul Website Updates 

From Jane: My newest project is updating the St. Paul web-
site to make it smartphone-friendly and put our many activi-
ties and opportunities front and center. I’d love to have input 
from the congregation on how to improve the site and make 
it best represent the St. Paul community. Please take a look 
at stpaulreading.org and let me know what you think! 

Jane Owen (513-821-0987 / mail@stpaulreading.org) 

http://www.stpaulreading.org/news-and-events/events-calendar/
http://www.stpaulreading.org/news-and-events/events-calendar/
http://www.stpaulreading.org/news-and-events/events-calendar/
http://www.stpaulreading.org/news-and-events/events-calendar/
mailto:houdinicat@cinci.rr.com
http://www.stpaulreading.org/
mailto:mail@stpaulreading.org
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1 Dick and Kay Fox 

1 Kathy Pirrmann 

3 Joyce Seals 

4 Edward Bardes 

7 Holly Ford 

8 Chris Conner 

10 Ron and Carole Rep-
logle; Cindy and Car-
roll Mayhugh 

12 Matthew McDowell 

13 Grace Herringer 

16 Merle Buck; Charlotte 
Langefeld 

17 Jason Dageforde 

19 Austin Bronner 

20 Nora Combs 

21 Elinor Schieman; Bea 
Sturgill 

23 Harold Curless; Jennifer 
Reimer 

27 Shannon Reimer 

29 Don and Vicki Grau 

Celebrations in November 

Our Life Together 
For emergency pastoral care, please call Pastor 
Emily Beckering, 513-760-5884. 

If you have requests for the Prayer Chain, call 
Penny Huber, 513-931-6420. To remove people 
from the list, contact the office.  

We pray for Mary and her granddaughter Kyra 
(friend of Paul Pieper); Jim Barry (Kathy Hirt’s 
dad); Berkeley (great-grandson of the Curlesses); 
Jimmy Bertheaud (friend of the Portmanns); 
Lily Cole (aunt of David Hill and Chrissy Harris); 
Debbie, Steve, Jessica Davis (friends of Holly 
Ford); Amberly Derby (friend of Molly McDowell); 
Jeremy Doan (Jean Winkle’s grandson); Jerry 
Doan (Jean Winkle’s son-in-law); Kathy Downie 
(Sieckmans’ neighbor); Bus Faulkner; Larry Faulk-
ner (Bus and Freda’s son); Steve Headley; Les 
Helmich and his daughter Elaine; Greg Hershey 
(cousin of Steve Headley); Sandy Hill (sister-in-law 
of David Hill); Matt Huber (Penny Huber’s son); Ka-
ren KerlIn; Kevin Kilgore (the Spelmans’ niece’s 
husband); Jay King (son of Jamie King, who cleans 
the church); Steve Koller and family (brother/in-
law of Adam and Kathy Pirrmann); Loretta 
Kombrink (Marilyn Portmann’s aunt); Charlotte 
Langefeld; Cindy Mayhugh; Doug Meyers’ fami-
ly (friends of the Portmanns); David Oaks (son-
in-law of Bus Faulkner); Craig Olsen (friend of the 
Sieckmans); William Pratley (friend of Pastor Emi-
ly); Sarah Rupert (Carolyn Koehl’s sister); James 
Savory (Jean Winkle’s great-grandson); Pauline 
Schauer (cousin of Cindy Sieckman); Michael 

Schmitt (Jean Winkle’s son-in-law); Kim 
Sieckman; Jason Simpson (grand-nephew of Bus 
and Freda Faulkner); Speedy Sizemore (friend of 
Marie Calhoun); Scott Songer (friend of Jean Win-
kle); Crosley Spelman (grandson of Jack and Joyce 
Spelman); Andy Swallender (son-in-law of the Mil-
lers); Britney Jean Teems (Jean Winkle’s grand-
daughter); Sherman and Mike Waddle; Susan Win-
kle (daughter-in-law of Jean Winkle); Anna Louise 
Witker (Carolyn Koehl’s mother). 

We pray for those with ongoing health concerns 
who are unable to come to church every week: 
Bernice Baglien, Dottie Bangert, Pat Edwards, 
Bus Faulkner, Mary Jane Flege, Ruth Jones, 
Carol Leonard, Marge Malin, Jack and Barbara 
Moorhouse, Jean Nolte, Heather Segar, Edna 
Willet. 

We pray for our armed forces members: Paul 
Cordes (grandson of Elinor Schieman); Jared 
Forst (grandson of Jim and Loretta); John Gar-
brecht (nephew of Carolyn Koehl); Beau Glenn 
(son-in-law of Karen Koehl); Kylie Hahn 
(granddaughter of Gretta Hahn); Chad Harris 
(cousin of Donald Harris), Donald Hosea (son of 
Karen Koehl); Jobeth Ramirez (friend of Karen 
Koehl); Joshua Rodriguez (friend of Karen Koehl); 
Trent Schwegman (cousin to the Erbecks and 
Fords); Mack Thompson (grandson of Freda and 
Bus Faulkner); Mylan Watkins (friend of the Ford 
family). 



St. Paul 
Lutheran Church 

 

Mission  
Statement 

 
“As a community of 
Christian believers, we 
are called by God to 
use the many gifts He 
has given us, within 
the church and the 
community, so others 
may come to know 
Him.” 

 

PLEASE  

PLACE  

STAMP  

HERE 

St. Paul 
Lutheran Church 

106 Maple St. 

Reading, OH 45215 

Phone: 513-821-0987 

 

E-mail: 

mail@stpaulreading.org 

 

Web: 

www.stpaulreading.org 

 

This month, the 4th Sunday Forum in our series on Visioning 
God’s preferred future for St. Paul is Listening to God, Listen-
ing to One Another: Part 2.  

At the forum in October, we learned and practiced skills for 
self-empathy and honestly expressing ourselves in ways that 
encourage others to listen to us. This month, Part 2 of this 
workshop will equip us to listen to others. This workshop will 
give us tools to build stronger relationships with our families, 
friends, coworkers, and other members of St. Paul. This work 
will also prepare us to listen to the surrounding community in 
the year ahead. 

In learning to listen to one another, we learn to listen to God 
so that we might discern how God is leading us.  

VISIONING WORK AT THIS MONTH’S 4TH SUNDAY FORUM  

Focus on the Forum: Nov. 27 at 9:30 a.m. 


