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                    The Epistle— June, 2014     

 Interim Pastor’s Reflections 

  

Greetings in the name of our Risen Savior and Ascended Lord, Jesus Christ! 

 The Holy Spirit is stirring at St. Paul as the church celebrates the sea-

son of Pentecost this year.  The Call Committee has been hard at work com-

piling the data received from the congregational surveys on pastoral leader-

ship.  An amazing response of over 60 questionnaires  were submitted!  This 

information will guide the Call Committee and Synod as they prepare to in-

terview pastoral candidates for the call as the permanent pastor of St. Paul 

Lutheran Church.  Continue to lift these leaders and the Church Council in 

prayer as together they seek hear God’s future for the congregation. 

 This interim time provides the congregation with the opportunity for 

celebration, reflection and preparation for a new season of ministry with a 

new permanent pastor.  Music and Worship and Church Council have been 

praying about the role of worship and necessity of two services at this time.  

No changes will be made to the worship schedule in the near future.  These 

areas of church life and ministry are being evaluated and discussed to hear 

where the Holy Spirit is leading the congregation.  Please let members of 

Church Council and the Call Committee know your thoughts on worship at 

St. Paul. 

Christian Education is another area of evaluation and prayer at St. 

Paul.  With the shifting trends of Christian Education participation and many 

changes in leadership for the fall, as the Sunday School Superintendent is 

retiring and the congregation is in need of a new youth leader, the congre-

gation is called to hold Christian Education in prayer.  There will be a meet-

ing to evaluate, discuss and plan for Christian Education in the fall on Sun-

day, June 29 at 11:30 a.m.  Please join the discussion if God’s Spirit is stir-

ring you to help St. Paul in this next season of learning and growing in faith. 

 With summertime comes Confirmation on Pentecost Sunday, June 8.  There 

are four young disciples who will be affirming their faith this year, Leandra 

Hawkins, Jared Isaacs, Kandyce Kreiner, and Maggie McDowell.  I guided 

them through Bible Study from Genesis to Revelation this year and last year, 

Pastor Liz Senft led them in study of the Lord’s Prayer, the Creeds and the 

Ten Commandments.   



Each of these young members is ready to affirm the promises made on their 

behalf at Baptism on Confirmation Sunday.  Please join me in praying for 

them and lifting up their family as they make this important public profes-

sion of their faith.  May they continue to serve God in both word and deed 

as they grow into the promise of grace made known in Christ. 

 We look forward to a time of celebration on Sunday, June 15 at the 

Church Picnic at Baxter Park in Evendale.  Please join us as we are lead by 

the orchestra and celebrate the fathers among us with the God who unites 

us all. The potluck meal will be a time for us to gather to celebrate God’s 

providing for the congregation this past year as we anticipate the Holy Spirit 

guidance into God’s future.         

  

     In Christ, 

      Pastor Lisa  
    

Pastoral Emergencies 

Please leave a message at 821-0987 (church office). Call Penny Huber at 

931-6420  for prayer requests. 

Please call the church or call Sharon on her cell, 802-0692.  

  

  



Dorcas Circle 

We have had a few ‘snags’ in our quilting because of illness, 

etc., but we are catching up on our work.  Thank you for 

your continued support,  -  it’s wonderful to find sheets in 

the donation closet!!  A WARNING!!  Any fabric that is 

simply “lying around” will be snatched up by the ladies.  We just assume 

that it is intended for Dorcas quilts.  Thank you again for your help. 

 

Elinor Schieman 

 

 

Seniors Flying Solo 

Our group recently toured the Centennial Barn and the Chapel in the St. 

Clare on Compton road.  Histories of the buildings were related to us by our 

friendly guides.  After a delightful lunch (with a scrumptious dessert), our 

guide and historian gave a PowerPoint presentation of the restoration of the 

huge barn.  The chapel and barn are both available for weddings and recep-

tions.  And Karen will be happy to accommodate others on a tour.  The next 

outing has not been finalized, so watch for details. 

Elinor Schieman 
  



 We celebrate as Leandra Hawkins, Jared Isaacs, Kandyce 

Kreiner, and Maggie McDowell affirm their faith in the service 

of Confirmation on Pentecost Sunday, June 8th.     These 

young disciples diligently studied the Holy Scriptures through-

out the year, learned about the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed and the Ten Com-

mandments last year, were engaged in acts of service and participation in 

church life and are ready to affirm the promises of their baptism.  Please lift 

them and their families in prayer as they make this important public pro-

nouncement of faith and join the church as adult members of the congrega-

tion. Thanks be to God! 

  

  

 The Call Committee is actively meeting and preparing for 

the Call Process  Nancy Erbeck (Committee Chair), Jeff 

Baumiller (Council Liason), Holly Ford, Jim Forst, Diana 

Hawkins, Britt Hedges, Carolyn Koehl and Barry Prince.  If 

you have questions, please contact one of the committee members, but 

please note that information about potential candidates, interviews, etc. is 

confidential and cannot be disclosed outside of the confines of the commit-

tee. Please hold St. Paul’s Call Committee, the Southern Ohio Synod, and the 

pastors who will be interviewing for the position in prayer. 

  



   

  

  

  

June Ministry  Schedule 

Assisting Minister    Reader  Acolyte 

1    Nancy Erbeck David Hill                     Evan Segar 

8   Chris Geiger          Joyce McDowell          Grant Lohmeier 

15   Doug Lohmeier Nancy Erbeck           Jack Baumiller  

22  Terry McDowell Carolyn Koehl              Jarred Isaacs  

29   Nancy Erbeck Terri DeAngelis     

Greeters:    Cindy Sieckman    

Altar Guild:  

Linen: Loretta Forst 

Set Up: Janet King  

Clean Up:  Carole Replogle     

Bulletin Folders:  Rita Edwards and Jean Winkle 

  

  

  

  

 

  

Jim Forst sends his thanks for all the prayers, cards and visits during 

his recovery!  

  

  



 Valley Interfaith Ministries 

Your continuous support of our mission of "Helping 

our Neighbors in Need" is a true blessing.  We 

would not be able to assist the magnitude of people 

without the help from our friends and supporters of 

VIFCC.  Thank you so much for all you do.  

Our Meal of the Month Donation List for June is: 

  

Canned Beef Ravioli (~40 oz)  

Canned Corn 

Canned Pears 

Instant Mashed Potatoes  

Jello Gelatin (6 oz) 

     Please see menu slips on the table in the narthex 

Please, NO GLASS CONTAINERS   Through your generosity, Val-

ley Interfaith Food & Clothing Center has received many needed 

meals to support our local community. Slips with the June Menu 

(to take to Kroger with you) are on the narthex table. These 

menu items are a suggestion, Any non-perishable food is wel-

come (NO GLASS). Please make any donation checks out to St. 

Paul with a notation for Valley Interfaith Ministry.  A check will then 

be sent from St. Paul to the ministry. 

  



  

 

 

 

 

 

Family Picnic and Morning Worship at Baxter Park June 15th.  

 

Don't forget the late worship on June 15th will be a picnic at Baxter Park at 

11:00 am.  We will meet at the shelter house.   As is our tradition, it will be 

a potluck with grilled burgers and hot dogs provided.  There are picnic tables 

in the shelter house but if you prefer a lawn chair, bring it along. The park is 

located next to the Evendale Village Hall, 10500 Reading Road in Evendale 

just a couple of miles North of the church on the right.  Come join in on the 

fun. Softballs equipment, soccer balls, frizbes and any sort of games are 

welcome as well.  

  



 

Tender Mercies 

We are in need of items for the gift baskets for our future visits to 

Tender Mercies. 

Anything can go into a basket.  Some examples are: * Small um-

brellas, pocket raincoats, rain bonnets/hats, etc  * Personal care 

items (deodorant, hair spray, bath soap, disposable razors,  shav-

ing lotion, body wash, shampoo, perfume/aftershave, Kleenex, 

etc…)  * decks of cards   * hand held games * Pringles, nuts, pret-

zels, etc.  * canned soups, tuna, crackers, etc.   * bottles/cans of 

soda or juice    * note pads/pens/pencils/markers * picture frames, 

alarm clocks, small radios, etc.  * bagged candy/candy bars 

This list in endless.  We can make a gift basket our of just about 

anything you’d care to donate.   

We are always in need of volunteers to go to Tender Mercies to 

help with the Bingo game.   

Please let me know if you’d like to help.                                                      

Thanks a bunch –  

 Marie Calhoun  

Feel free to contact me any time: 

513-251-2417 home         513-562-1305 work                            

houdinicat@zoomtown.com—home email                                    

rcalhoun@mrsi.com  -  work email. 

  

  

  

 



   Christian Education at St. Paul 

  

In this time of transition, the congregation is prayerfully evaluating Christian Educa-

tion Opportunities and Offerings at St. Paul.  At the May Monthly Breakfast, those 

gathered were asked to share thoughts and ideas, where the Holy Spirit is stirring the 

people to focus our efforts for learning and growth in the Body of Christ as we plan 

for the fall.  Here are the results from the Christian Education May Monthly Breakfast 

Survey: 

  

 St. Paul Lutheran Church 

Christian Education Survey 

Sunday, May 18, 2014 

“Consider a bi-monthly group/family lesson with a breakfast and an off week on a 

four week rotation.” 

“Just a bi-monthly group lesson.” 

“A study on Prophesy” 

“I love the idea of all ages being in discussions.  You get a better perspective of vari-

ous generational ideas.” 

“Short intergenerational Bible Studies” 

“If you want to do a Sunday School for children, you might consider having it during 

church time.” 

“A Study of Service, Conscious acts of service seem lacking.  Service Happens, what 

forms does it take?  How do we make Christ’s and God’s love known through ser-

vice?” 

 “Keep Breakfasts and all ages activities and discussions” 

“Sessions on daily life, geography, politics of the Middle East in Jesus’ lifetime.” 

“Perhaps have midweek series of events for a few weeks in the fall, similar to our 

Lenten Series.  Could be a theme for all the dates or vary each week.” 

“Could have a few sessions on the history of sacred music.  How it was tied to faith 

and worship at different periods.” 

“Intergenerational Bible Study or conversational meeting on topics that bother the 

youth, challenges they face, etc.” 

 “I like the idea of an all ages discussion of how faith is expressed and lived in each 

person’s family.” 

“I like the breakfast Bible Study once a month.” 

“I like the Rabbi and his wife for special speaking with meals.” 

“Perhaps a day or more when anyone can come and serve as cutters, knot tiers or in 

other capacities.” 

  

Please add your voice to the discussion of Christian Education at a Planning Meeting 

on Sunday, June 29 at 11:30 a.m.   

  



   Stories Matter at St. Paul 

  

In January, St. Paul began it's participation in an ELCA project called "Stories 

Matter" where each congregation was called to identify a Biblical story, im-

age or phrase that captured the mission and ministry of the individual con-

gregation at this time in it's life of faith.  At the February breakfast, St. Paul 

identified four specific Bible Stories; Isaiah 6:8, 1 Corinthians 12:12-26, 1 

Corinthians 13:8-13, and Ephesians 2:1-10.  Throughout the season of Lent, 

the church studied these texts on Sunday Morning and during the Wednes-

day Noon Lenten Worship.  Then, at May’s Monthly Breakfast, the congrega-

tion voted to choose one of the passages.  From the results of the survey in 

May, St. Paul's Biblical Story is Ephesians 2:1-10 Saved by Grace.  In the 

weeks and months ahead, the congregation through sermons, study and 

prayer will focus on God's grace made known to us in Jesus Christ.  Thank 

you to all who participated in this ELCA Project!  

  

  

    

  



St. Paul Players is happy to announce our summer presentation, 

“Hotel Pickle” 

By Sam Havens  

The Acting Company  

Adam Hines 
Sherry Bronner 
Amanda Hines 

Reed Maertz 
Sarah Papin 
Randy Blake 
Jennifer Pence 

David Hill 
Carroll Mayhugh 

Chris Schingledecker 
  

Production Staff 
  
Master Carpenter           Terry McDowell 
Set Design      Chrison Harris and David Hill 
Costume Design               Chrison Harris 
Sound Design                Donald Harris 
Producer                      David Hill 
Director              Barry L. Prince 
  
Performances will be  
Friday August 15th at 7:00 pm 
Saturday August 16th at 7:00 pm 
Sunday August 17th at 1:00 pm 
Friday August 22nd at 7:00 pm 
Saturday August 23rd at 7:00 pm 
Sunday August 24th at 1:00 pm 
  
Names in bold are new members of St. Paul Players. 
  
  
  



 Our knitting and crocheting group will be meet-

ing after late worship on the first Sunday of every 

month through the summer. 

We are excited about expanding our horizons to include 

knitting and crocheting for charity.  We will be starting on baby 

blankets which can be donated to the NICU unit at University Hos-

pital.  It has been suggested that we create a blanket for each 

baby baptized here at St. Paul.!  What a wonderful keepsake this 

would be! 

There are very deserving charities our there, put on your thinking 

caps and we can discuss what to make next. 

See you on June 1st! 

  



       June  Birthday and Anniversary  List 

 1 Justin Truax  17 Pam Harbaugh 

 2 Pamela Schmidt   Daryl & Cindy Flege 

 3 Benjamin Truax  18 Bob Flege 

 3 Paul and Louise Barry  Nelson Langefeld 

 6      Doug Lohmeier  19    Bob & Mary Jane Flege 

  9 Kay Fox   21 Allen Harbaugh 

10. Loretta Forst  22 Mark & Allison Byrn 

11     River Dakota Kerlin 27 Harold & Carol Curless 

             28 Jenni Liffick 

13  Meadow Kerlin   Katy Thompson 

 Jack Wagner  30 Marge Malin 

  

  



WE REMEMBER IN PRAYER 

One of the things God wants us to do is pray for one another.  If you need 

prayer for yourself or for a family member or friend, please email Aimee 

Daley at napadaley@fuse.net or call Penny Huber at (513-931-

6420).  Please take this home and pray for those listed. 

 We pray for Tiffany Bernay (friend of Joyce Hall), Jimmy Bertheaud 

(friend of Portmann’s),  Bill Buck, Nick Burton (friend of Joyce Hall), Amy 

Cordes (Elinor Schieman’s granddaughter), Amberly Derby (friend of 

Molly McDowell), Jerry Doan (Jean Winkle’s son in law), Karen Doan 

(Jean Winkle’s Daughter),  Bus Faulkner,  Janet Faulkner, Larry Faulk-

ner (Bus and Freda’s son, Jim Forst, Ken Garber,  Webb Grandy 

(grandson of Terri DeAngelis), Debbie Heinz (cousin of the Portmann’s), 

Dick Hibbeler (Elinor Schieman’s brother), David Hill, Nathan Hill (David 

Hill’s father), Marty Huber (sister in law of Penny Huber), Matt Huber, 

(Penny Huber’s son),  Florence Keiser (Loretta Forst’s mother), Dennis 

King, Linda Kohl (friend of the Seickmann’s), Ron Kullgren (friend of 

Jean Winkle), Pastor Ray Menchoffer, Carol Oerther (Bob Portmann's 

Sister) Paul Pieper, Joe Powell (friend of the Portmann’s), Jim Satterlee 

(Britt Hedges cousin), James Savory (Jean Winkle’s Great Grandson). 

Pauline Schauer (cousin of Cindy Seickmann), Michael Schmitt (Jean 

Winkle’s son in law),  Heather Segar, Alan Seickmann, Jason Simpson 

(Grand-nephew of Bus and Freda Faulkner), Dot Smith  (friend of Port-

mann’s), Scott Songer (friend of Jean Winkle) Joanne Spears (Bus and 

Freda’s daughter), Crosly Spelman, Jack Spelman, Britney Jean 

Teems (Jean Winkle’s granddaughter), Sharon Turock (friend of Marie 

Calhoun), Dave Waddle (friend of the Spelman’s),  Leslie Willet, Susan 

Winkle,  and Charlie Wood (Becky Portmann’s father). 

  



Please remember in prayer all the brave young men and women  

serving in harms way to keep us safe.   

We remember especially: 

We pray for our Armed Forces members: 

Paul Cordes (grandson of Elinor Schieman) 
Jared Forst (grandsonof Jim and Loretta)     John Garbrecht (nephew & 
cousin to Carolyn Koehl, Karen, Susan Bardes & Joyce Hall) 
Patti Garbrecht (wife of John Garbrecht) 
Beau Glenn (son-in-law to Karen Koehl) 
Kylie Hahn (granddaughter of Don and Gretta)  
Jay Hatfield  (Cousin of Nick & Adam Pirrmann). 
Andy Langefeld (grandson of Nelson and Charlotte)                                                                  
Kyle Murdoch    (friend of Holly Ford)                                                    
Joshua Rodriguez (friend of Karen Koehl)        
Mack Thompson (grandson of Freda and Bus Faulkner)                                                                    

Mylan Watkins (friend of the Ford family)   

   

  

  

  

We pray for those near and far with ongoing health concerns who are un-

able to come to church every week: Pat Edwards, Bus Faulkner, Mary 

Jane Flege, Vivian Gill, (Jean Winkle’s sister in law),  Helen  Goertemil-

ler, Pat Hollis, Carol Leonard, Marge Malin, Jack Moorhouse, 

Heather Segar, and Edna Willet. 
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